

























Ninth—Three years' service, ------- i_42
Recruits, -------- 42-75
History, 76-78
Tenth—Three years' service, ------ . 80-118
Recruits, 119-134
Eleventh—Three years' service, -.---- 136-176
Recruits, 176-200
History, 201-203
Twelfth—Three years' service, - 204-246
Recruits, 246-262
History, 263-270
Thibteenth—Three years' service, ----- 272-313
Recruits, 313-323
History, 324-339
Fourteenth—Three years, service, - - - . - - 340-379
Recruits, 379-393
History, 394-408
Fifteenth—Nine months' service, ------ 410-446
History, 447-464
Sixteenth—Nine months' service, ------ 466-501
Seventeenth—Nine months' service,----- 302-511
Eighteenth—One, two and three years' service,—Companies
A, B, C, D, E, F and G, 512-536
Recruits, --------- 536
cavalry-
New Hampshire Battalion, 1st N. E. Cavalry,—Three years, 538-551
Recruits, --------- 551-555
Re-enlisted Yeterans,- -_--.. 556-560
First Regiment—One, two and three years' service, - - 562-601
Recruits, 602-612
artillery-






First Company Heavy Artilleky—Three years' service, - 632-638
Second Company Heavy Artillery—Three years' service, - 640-646




Company E, 1st Reg't U. S. S. S.—Three years' service, - 725-729
Re-enlisted Veterans, ------- 741





Re-enlisted Veterans, ------ 742-743
Recruits for 1st and 2d Regiments, IT. S. S. S. - - 738-740
History of Sharpshooters, ----- 744-754
STRAFFORD GUARDS, N. H. S. M.—Sixty days' service, - 756-759
NATIONAL GUARDS, N. H. S. M.—Sixty days' service, - - 760-763
MARTIN GUARDS, N. H. S. M.—Ninety days' service, - - 764-767
LAFAYETTE ARTILLERY CO., N. H. S. M.—Ninety days' service, 768-771
UNATTACHED COMPANY, N. H. Vols.—Three years' service-
Stationed at Fort Constitution, Portsmouth Harbor, - 772-774
BAND—2nd Brigade, 10th A. C, (Post Band, Hilton Head, S. C.) 775-776
History, 777-778
EXHIBIT—Furnished by Major William Silvey, 1st U. S. Artillery,
A. A. P. M. G. of New Hampshire, showing the en-
rollment of each sub-district, assignments of quotas,
number of men furnished under all calls, etc., etc., - 779-785
Annual enrollment, April, 1865, - . - - 786-791
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES—
Third Infantry—Lieut. Col. Josiah I. Plimpton, - - 792-794
Fourth Infantry—Col. Louis Bell, ----- 795-796
Major Charles W. Sawyer, - - - 796-799
Fifth Infantry—Col. Edward E. Cross, - - - - 799-809
Major Edward E. Sturtevant, - - 809-812
Sixth Infantry—Lieut. Col. Henry H. Pearson, - - - 812-815
Seventh Infantry—Col. Haldimand S. Putnam, - - 815-817
Lieut. Col. Thomas A.. Henderson, - - 817-820
Major Daniel Smith, - - - . 820-821
Eighth Infantry—Lieut. Col. Oliver W. Lull, - - . 822.825
Ninth Infantry—Major George W. Everett, - . - 825-827
Eleventh Infantry—Lieut. Col. Moses N. Collins, - - 827-828
Twelfth Infantry—Chaplain Thomas L. Ambrose, - - 828-830
Fourteenth Infantry— Col. Alexander Gardiner, - - - 830-832
Eighteenth Infantry—Major William Ide Brown, - - 832-834
REPORTS OF N. H. STAl'E MILITARY AGENTS—
Col. Larkin D. Mason, Washington, D. C, - - - 835-837
Col. Robert R. Corson, Philadelphia, Pa., 837-843
Col. Frank E. Howe, New York City, . _ . - 843-844
INDEX. V
ROSTER OF OFFICERS OF N. H. STATE MILITIA—
Commander-in-Chief and Staff, - . . _ . §46
Governor's Horse Guards, -----. 846-847
Amoskeag Veterans, ---... 848-849
Granite State Cadets, --..-.. 850
Bedford Light Infantry, - - - . . . -850
Strafford Guards, ----... 850
Lafayette Artillery Company, - - _ . 850-851
National Guards, - - - - _ . _ -851
Martin Guards, ----.... g^i
Lancaster Rifles, - - - - - . _ -851
REMARKS—
Histories of Regiments, ---... 8^3
Errors in Report, ------.. 853
Complimentary to New Hampshire Volunteers, - - 854
Obligations to Assistants, -----. 855
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In default of a history of the gallant deeds of this noble regi-
ment, from some hand which has wielded the sabre in its ranks
and is competent to record its wanderings, its hai'ds! ips and its
triumphs, we are permitted to extract from a sketch of the life of
Major Brown, furnished by Rev. J. H. Gilmore, such portions as
relate to the regiment with which he was so long identified.
The Ninth Regiment left Concord, where a portion of it had
long been encamped, for the front, (which then meant the de-
fences of Washington,) on the 25th of August, and was soon en-
camped at Arlington Heights. It was the darkest hour of the
rebellion. Pope's broken and dispirited legions were falling
back upon the national capital, Lee had invaded Maryland, and
was marching on Harrisburg. The Ninth New Hampshire com-
posed of raw and undisciplined troops, btrangers to their officers
and to each other, destitute of tents and camp equipage, were
ordered to join in the pursuit of Lee's victorious legions, and if
possible, check his advance. They entered upon their task with
commendable spirit and passed swiftly through Leesborough,
Monocacy and Frederick, Maryland, to the vicinity of Middle-
town, where they participated in the battle of South Mountain on
Sunday. September 14th, within three weeks of the day on which
they left their homes.
Again, on Wednesday, September 18th, the regiment took an
humble part (which was magnified by fulsome eulogists into the
achievement of prodigies of valor) in the great and decisive bat-
tle of Antietam ; charging once upon a strong position with an
impetuosity which the rebels did not stay to resist; but, for the
greater part of the conflict exposed, without protection, to the
enemy's shell with no opportunity to fii'e a shot in return. The
regiment acquitted themselves with credit in this trying position,
although their Lieut-Colonel was seriously wounded and the dis-
piriting influence of losses, which could be met only by patient
endurance, told upon a regiment to which arms had been given
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within a month. On tlie night of the battle the honorable task of
guarding Antietam Bridge, which it had cost Burnside eight hun-
dred lives to take, was entrusted to the Ninth. It was a night of
sleepless anxiety ; but the morning found the rebels in full re-
treat, and the regiment pressed on to Pleasant Valley, crossing
Elk Mountain without a single halt.
The regiment to which General Burnside entrusted the guard-
ing of Antietam Bridge, shared of course in his subsequent Vir-
ginia campaign, and was one of those which were hurled on the
13th of December with vain, but conspicuous valor, against the
Heights of Fredericksburg. On that fatal plain, across which
the rebel shot and shell swept with the fury of a tornado, our
regiment left scores of their bravest and best. I'hey fought till
night-falL and in the evacuation of the city, held the outposts
nearest the enemy till most of our forces had crossed the Rappa-
hannock.
With confidence no wLit abated in their gallant but unfortu-
nate commander, the ninth corps cheerfully followed him to Ken-
tucky and Tennessee, where the Ninth New Hampshire won an
enviable reputation for its courteous and soldierly deportment in
the discharge of provost and garrison duty. This holiday sol-
diering was soon to be exchanged however for the stern reality
of war in its most brutal form.
On the 4th of June, 1863, the regiment left Crab Orchard,
Kentucky, and after a tedious journey by rail to Cairo, embark-
ed on the Father of Waters for Vicksburg. It took no imme-
diate part in the siege of that celebrated strong hold, being sta-
tioned at Harris' BiufF, twenty miles up the Yazoo. There was
fatigue duty enough to perform, however, joined with the scanty
fare and the pestilential climate, to render its position irksome in
the extreme ; and an occasional reconnoisance taxed its powers
of physical endurance and kept it inured to danger and death.
On the fall of Vicksburg, the Ninth New Hampshire joined
the column which pushed into the interior in pursuit of the rebel
Johnston, and participated in the battle which was fought near
Jackson, Mississippi, on the 12th and 13th of July, 1863. The
tactics adopted by the enemy on this occasion, were those of
savage rather than civilized warfare ; and the command was led
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by forced marches, with little beside the standing corn by the
way-side to eat and nothing besides the mud-puddles in the very
road to drink, back to the river. Speedy atonement was made
for these hardships by the transfer of the regiment to Kentucky,
where it was assigned to provost duty at Paris.
In the spring of 1864 the regiment advanced to Cumberland
Gap, and expected to participate in the campaign which Sherman
conducted to such glorious issues in the heart of Georgia. They
were unexpectedly ordered back to Virginia, however, and joined
the grand advance upon the rebel capital, under the immediate
eye of General Grant. On the 12th of May, 1861, at Spottsyl-
vania Court House, the Ninth New Hampshire led the advance in
storming the enemy's works, suffering a loss of more than two
hundred in killed wounded and prisoners. Colonel Titus was
absent from his regiment on account of sickness and both the
Lieut-Colonel and the Major were severely wounded in this en-
gagement.
On the 18th of May, the Ninth was again suddenly and unex-
pectedly called into action. On the 31st it especially distin-
guished itself. Advancing alone, and unsupported, it took and
held a strong rebel position—so strong that the order for an at-
tack was already countermanded ere the shout of victory rose
from its decimated ranks. On the 17lh of June, in another bril-
liant charge at Coal Harbor, the Ninth alone captured, with
slight loss, three pieces of artillery and three hundred and seven-
ty-five prisoners. And, to sum up all in a single sentence, in
every engagement before Petersburg down to the explosion of
the famous mine, the Ninth New Hampshire rendered distinguish-
ed service and won unfading laurels.
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The Eleventh Regiment was organized at Concord, and mus-
tered into the service September 1, 1862. It left Concord for
the front September 11, 1862, arrived at Washington September
14, and marched to Arlington Heights, September 16. October
6, having gone to a point in Maryland opposite Harper's Ferry,
the regiment wa? brigaded with the Twenty-first and Thirty-fifth
Massachusetts, tiie Fifty-first New York and the Fifty-first Penn-
sylvania, forming a part of the Grand Army of the Potomac,
under command of General ilcClellan. On the 27th of October,
this army commenced the march down east of the Blue Ridge for
Richmond. It was a long and weary march, especially to troops
like the New Hampshire Eleventh, who had then seen but little
of the hardship which a soldier can learn to endure. November
19, the regiment reached the Rappahannock River and went into
camp near Falmouth, which is opposte to Fredericksburg, On
the 13th of December, 1862, the regiment was engaged the entire
afternoon in the battle of Fredericksburg. It was in the hottest
of the fight and its gallant conduct won the approbation of the
Commanding General of the Brigade. Its loss in this battle iu
killed and wounded, was two hundred and one.
In February, 1863, the Ninth Army Corps, of which the Elev-
enth Regiment formed a part, went to Newport News, Va., near
the mouth of the James River. March 26, the Eleventh Regi-
ment and two divisions of the Ninth Corps, broke camp at New-
port News, sailed to Baltimore and thence went by rail to Cin-
cinnati, and down into central Kentucky. After moving about
from one exposed point to another in this region for several
mont'.is, on the od day of June, we commenced our great journey
to Vicksburg, Miss. Sunday morning, June 14, the regiment
arrived at Sherman's Landing, on the Louisiana side of the Alis-
sissippi and three miles above Vicksburg. The regiment was
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engaged in the defences around Vicksburg until its fall, which
occurred July 4, 1863. It was also engaged, acting a prominent
part in the capture of Jackson, Miss. After this it returned to
Kentucky and performed a march from central Kentucky of two
hundred miles over the almost trackless mountains of that coun-
try, to Knoxville, Tenn. It was engaged in the siege of Knox-
villc, and it bore itself gallantly through all that trying period.
It pursued Longstreet some fifty miles cast of Knoxville and till
it was found that Longstreet had left East Tennessee to join
Lee in Virginia.
March 19, 1864, the said two divisions of the Ninth Corps,
(including the Eleventh New Hampshire Regiment,) left Morris-
town, East Tennessee, to rejoin the Army of the Potomac.
Marched two hundred and forty miles to Nicholssonville Ken-
tucky, and thence went by Railroad, via. Cincinnati, Pittsburgh
and Baltimore, to Annapolis, Md. Here the Ninth Corps was
reorganized and largely increased. We arrived at Annapolis
April 7, 1864, remained there till April 23, when we moved for-
ward to constitute a fraction of the Grand Army of General
Grant, which was again to move on Richmond.
The regiment crossed the Rapidan, at Germania Ford, the eve-
ning of May 5, 1864. No pitching of tents and no rest that
night. At 2 o'clock, the next morning the army was in motion,
and at day-ligh the bloody battle of the Wilderness had com-
menced. The Eleventh Regiment was enga-ed through the en-
tire day. In the afternoon it charged the enemy's lines with
great spirit— meeting the rebels hand to hand and for a time
carrying everything before it ; but a fresh arrival of rebel troops
and a fierce and bloody charge from them, forced the Eleventh
back in disorder. In this severe engagement the loss of the reg-
iment was heavy, including Lieutenant Colonel Collins, killed,
and Colonel Harriman, taken prisoner.
The regiment was hotly engaged May 12, in the battle of
Spottsylvahia, and its loss was again heavy. It was also engaged
at North Anna, at Polopotomy Creek, at Coal Harbor and Beth-
esda Church. It was engaged in front of Petersburg on the 16th
and nth of June, and at the explosion of the mine on the 30th
of July, it suliored severely. In August and September, it was
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engaged in the battles near the Weldon Railroad, Poplar Grove
Church and the Pegrarn Farm.
The regiment has seen a large amount of hard service and has
borne itself gallantly in the face of the enemy and in every place of
danger. There has been inscribed on its Banner, by order from
the War Department, for meritorious conduct in battle,— " Fred-
ericksburg, Vicksburg, Jackson, East Tennessee, the Wilderness,
Spottsylvania, North Anna, Coal Harbor, Weldou Railroad, Pop-
lar Grove Church, Hatcher's Run, Petersburg."
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TWELFTH INFANTRY.
Head Quarters 12th N. H. Vols.,
^
2d Brigade, 3d Division, 24th Corps, >
Army of the James, December 20th, 1864. )
On the 10th day of August, 18G2, the Governor of New
Hampshire gave permission and issued recruiting papers to raise
and officer a regiment in Belknap and Carroll Counties, provided
it could be done in ten days.
On the IGth, the Adjutant General of the State was notified
that ten full companies had been organized and were ready to be
mustered into the United States service, which was done respect-
ively as follows
:
Co. A, August 30th; Co. B, August 30th; Co. C, September
5th; Co. D, September 5th; Co. E, September 5th; Co. F, Sep-
tember 5th; (Co. F, raised in Merrimack County;) Co. G, Sep-
tember 9th; Co. H, September 9th; Co. I, September 9th; Co.
K, September 10th.
Joseph H. Potter, an officer of the regular army with the rank
of Captain, was appointed Colonel ; John F. Marsh, Captain of
volunteers. Lieutenant Colonel ; and George D. Savage, Major.
The regiment being the twelfth in order, was so designated,
and was encamped for drill at Concord, New Hampshire. It was
mustered as a regiment on the 26th day of September, 1862,
and left Concord for Washington, D. C, on the 27th. It arrived
at Camp Chase, September 30th, and joined Col. Wright's Divi-
sion of Gen. Casey's Command of the Reserve Army Corps,
Defences of Washington, per S. 0., No. 188, dated Head Quar-
ters, Casey's Division, Reserve Army Corps, Oct. 1st, 1862.
On the 5th of October, Col. Potter was ordered to report to
Gen. Whipple's Division, 3d Army Corps, at Fort Corcoran, Va.,
per S. 0., No. 196, dated Head Quarters Provisional Brigade,
Washington, Oct. 5th, 1862.
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On the 17th of October the command marched to Washington
and was transported by railroad to Knoxville, Md., to join Gen.
McClcllan's forces, and remained in the vicinity of that place
until Oct. 22d, when Whipple's Division was assigned to the
Twelfth Army Corps, per S. 0., No. 293, dated Head Quarters,
Army of the Potomac, Oct. 22d, 1862.
On the 28th, it moved to Berlin, Md., and on the 30th, crossed
the Potomac -Eiver and marched via Hillsboro, Snickersville,
Bloomfield, Peidinont, Orleans, Waterloo and Warrenton, when
the division was assigned to the 3d Corps and continued the
march to Potomac Creek, near Falmouth, Ya., where it arrived
Nov. 23d, distance oi eighty-five miles from Berlin, The regi-
ment here encamped and remained until Dec. 11th, when it moved
in light marching order to near Fredericksburg and bivouacked for
the night. On the 12th, while attempting to cross the Rappa-
hannock River, the column was shelled by the enemy, severely
wounding two commissioned officers, and five enlisted men. Dur-
ing the engagements on the 13th, and 14th, the regiment was in
position for the support of batteries.
On the night of the 15th, eight companies of the regiment
were moved to the right of the town while the remaining two
companies (C, and F,) were posted on picket near the enemy's
lines, and having been neglected to be withdrawn by the officer
in command of the picket line, after the retreat of the army across
the river, would necessarily have been captured by the enemy,
had not Lieut. Col. Marsh risked the attempt to take them off the
field, which was successfully done after daylight and were among
the last to recross the river. The regiment then returned to its
former camp and remained until Jan. 20th, when it again broke
camp and moved to near the Rappahannock River, when on ac-
count of the roads becoming impassable, caused by a severe rain
storm, it remained until the 23d, when it moved back with the
whole army to camp. The move was known as the " mud march
"
and although no men were lost by the bullet, the loss by perma-
nent disability and death caused by exposure and hardship nearly
equals the loss which the regiment has sustained at any one en-
gagement in battle since.
The regiment was engaged during the Winter by picketing the
front and by drill. On the 30th of April, it moved by a circuit-
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ous route and crossed the Rappahannock "River at United States
Ford. On the 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th, was engaged in the battle of
Chancellorsville.
On the morning of the 3d of May, the brigade formed in line
of battle at the foot of the hill Chancellor House and at right
angles with the Plank Road. In obedience to orders, the regi-
ment advanced under lire into the woods and fought at least an
hour with a degree of bravery and steadiness seldom equalled
until outnumbered and overpowered by the enemy. The few
who remained alive and unharmed made their escape by retreat,
which they did only in time to ?ave the capture of the entire reg-
iment. The Colonel was shot through the leg and taken prisoner.
The Lieutenant Colonel and Major were severely wounded, but
escaped capture. The regiment went into the fight with twenty-
eight commissioned officers, and live hundred and forty-nine en.-
listcd men, and lost as follows : three commissioned officers killed
j
fifteen commissioned officers wounded; forty-two enlisted men
killed ; two hundred and twelve enlisted men wounded ; fifty one
enlisted men taken prisoners ; three enlisted men missing ; ag-
gregate loss three hundred and eight.
After the battle and the retreat of Gen. Hooker and his army,
the regiment returned to the camp it had occupied the previous
Winter, where it remained until June 11th, 1863, when it broke
camp for the pursuit of the rebel army on its raid into Pennsyl-
vania. The necessity of rapid movements at a season of the
year when the weather was extremely warm, made the march out
of Virginia across the State of Maryland and to Gettysburg, Pa.,
one of the most tedious and fatiguing of any ever performed by
an army of men. The regiment arrived at Gettysburg, Pa.,
July 1st, 1863, extremely exhausted and worn out, and without
rations. Early on the morning of the 2d, the fight commenced.
The regiment under command of Capt. John F. Langley, was en-
gaged during that and the next day, and suffered severely. The
number engaged was as follows : twelve commissioned officers
;
two hundred and twenty-two enlisted men; and lost one commis-
sioned officer killed : aad twenty enlisted men ; five commissioned
officers wounded ; sixty-eight enlisted men wounded ; aggregate
loss ninety-four. The rebel army having been routed and driven
at all points, the pursuit again commenced, and a long march en-
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sued. The men, tired and weary and worn, performed the duties
with honor and credit to themselves and the State.
At Front Royal the enemy made a stand and a slight engage-
ment ensued, in which the enemy were driven with no loss to the
regiment. The troops still moved on, and when at Warrenton,
the regiment was ordered to report to Gen. Marston, at Point
Lookout, Md., per S. 0., No. — dated Head Quarters 3d Army
Corps, July 26th, 1863. It arrived at that place July 31st, 1863,
and guarded prisoners of war until April lltli, 1864. During
the time three hundred and fifty recruits were received. The
regiment was then ordered to report to Yorktown, where it ar-
rived April 12 th, and was stationed near Williamsburg, Ya.
It joined the fleet on the James River May 4th, and landed at
Bermuda Hundred, May 6tli, 1864. It was engaged in the oper-
ations about that place, and on the 9 th of May, was engaged at
the battle of Swift Creek, Ya. The loss was, two enlisted men
wounded.
During the advance on Drury's Bluff, the regiment was in the
front line of battle for four days without once being relieved.
The casualties during the time were two enlisted men killed, and
thirty-two wounded. An incident worthy of notice, is the gallant
manner in which E. E. Bedee, Captain of Co. G, and J. W. Saun-
ders, First Lieutenant of Co. C, with their companies, worked
the guns of batteries stationed on the left of the regiment, which
had been deserted by the ofiicers and men.
The forces having fallen back, the regiment was encamped
near Bermuda Hundred and was engaged in building the defences
of that place.
In a skirmish at Port Walthall, May 26th, two men were mor-
tally wounded.
On the 29th, it embarked on transports at City Point, and on
the 31st, disembarked at Whitehouse Landing, Ya. Was engaged
in the battle of Cold Harbor June 3d, 1864, in which two com-
missioned officers were killed, and six wounded ; thirty-eight en-
listed men killed, and one hundred and nineteen wounded. Capt.
N. Shackford (since promoted to Major,) here received his sixth
wound, by a shell, breaking the left arm and cutting a deep wound
across the back. Major S. had before been wounded on the head,
had a buck-shot in the wrist, which still remains, a bullet shot
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through the thigh, and a wound by a bullet, entering the shoulder
and lodging near the lung, which was not extracted until eight
months after. Major Shackford is now, Dec. 20th, on duty with
his regiment.
For twelve days the men of the regiment were in the trenches,
and each night were at work on the defences.
On the 12th, the regiment went on board transports, and on
the 15th, disembarked at Bermuda Hundred, Va., and the same
night marched to the front of Petersburg and the next day moved
on the works. For seventy-two days following, the regiment was
not relieved from the trenches except to take part in the battle
at Cemetery Hill, at the explosion of the mine, July 30th, 1864.
On the 26th of August, the regiment was relieved from the
front of Petersburg and moved to the defences of Bermuda Hun-
dred and joined Col. Potter's Reserve Brigade. During this
time the casualties were as follows : three commissioned officers
wounded ; two enlisted men killed ; twenty-nine enlisted men
wounded.
Col. Potter, who had been wounded and taken prisoner at
Chancellorsville, May 3d, 1863, was exchanged per G. 0., No. 339,
dated War Department, A. Gr. 0., Washington, D. C, Oct. 16th,
1863. He having not yet recovered from his wound was ordered
on light duty in Washington, per S. 0., No. 434, dated War De-
partment, A. G. 0., Washington, Sept. 28th, 1863. Feh. 15th, he
was ordered on detached service as Provost Marshal General
and Superintendent of Recruiting Service for the State of Ohio,
per S. O., No. 74, dated War Department, A. G. 0., Washington,
D. C, Feb. 15th, 1864, where he remained until Sept. 2d, .1864,
at which time he rejoined his regiment, per S. 0., No. 290, dated
War Department, A. G. 0., Washington, D. C, Sept. 2d, 1864,
and was assigned to the command of the Second Brigade Second
Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, per S. 0.,No. 109, dated Head
Quarters, Second Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Sept. 15th,
1864. Soon after, he was assigned to the command of the Pro-
visional Bi'igade, per S. 0., No. — dated Head Quarters, Eigh-
teenth Army Corps, 1864.
On the 1st day of October, the regiment was detached and ordered
to the north side of the James River, to strengthen the forces about
Ft. Harrison ; but on the 13th, was returned to the Reserve Brigad e
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On the night of the 17 th of November, the picket line was at-
tacked. In the engagement one commissioned officer was wounded
and two captured ; one enlisted man was killed, six wounded and
thirty-five captured ; two of whom Scrgt. A. W. Batchelder and
Private Benjamin B. Thompson, escaped from Libby Prison on
the night of the 7th of December, and after eight days, made their
way into our lines and joined the regiment on the 17th.
On the 4th of Dec, Col. Potter with his command was ordered
to the north of the James River, and in the reorganizing of the
Tenth and Eighteenth Corps was assigned to the command of
the Second Brigade, Third Division Twenty-fourth Army Corps,
Army of the James, in which command the regiment still remains.
Since the organization of the regiment it has lost in battle as
follows : six commissioned officers killed, and thirty-two wounded
;
one hundred and five enlisted men killed, and six hundred and
seventy-three enlisted men wounded; eighty-six enlisted men
captured ; three enlisted men missing, probably killed. Of those
wounded, three commissioned officers have died of wounds,
and twelve have been discharged on account of wounds ; one
hundred enlisted men have died of wounds, and one hundred and
four have been discharged on account of wounds.
Among those died of wounds was the lamented Chaplain, T.
L. Ambrose.
Duriug^an active campaign of eight months, the regiment has
been commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Thomas E. Barker.
HISTORY OF THE FIRST COLORS OF THE TWELFTH
NEW HAMPSHIRE REGIMENT.
The Twelfth New Hampshire Regiment having been organized
and made ready for the field, was presented, through Col. Potter,
with a national color and regimental standard, by Gov. Berry,
with an appropriate speech, Sept. 25, 1862.
The national colors were carried from the State by Sergt, J. M.
Tasker, Co. B, and the regimental standard by Sergt. M. D. L.
McDuffec, Co. K. These two color-bearers bore the bannei-s of
the regiment through all its marches, through the battle of Fred-
ericksburg, Va., and to the battle of Chancellorsville, where, on
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the 3d of May, 1863, both were wounded and carried from the
field. Both were permanently disabled, and have since been dis-
charged from the service. The national color was then carried
by Sergeant Luther Parker, Co. D, and the regimental standard
by Sergt. W. J. Howe, Co. E, and was by them carried to Get-
tysburg; and at the battle, July 2, at that place, in the early part
of the fight, Sergt. Howe was killed instantly, and Sergt. Parker
fell by his side, shot through the leg, of which he died a few days
after. As he fell, he raised up the color and cried out, " I am
shot, take the colors." As most of the color-guard had been
either killed or wounded, both colors were taken and carried for
awhile by Lieut. A. M. Eleath, Acting Adjutant. The regiment
having been driven for a short distance, halted and reformed its
line, under a heavy fire, when Corporal E. L. Shepard and Pri-
vate G. E. Worthen, of Co. E, voluntarily took them, and when
the brigade was ordered forward, led the advance, at which time
the enemy were driven at all points. Corporal Shepard and Pri-
vate Worthen carried the colors through the fight the next day,
and also at the battle of Front Royal, July 19, 1863. They have
both since been promoted to 1st Lieutenants for their gallantry.
The regiment was ordered to Point Lookout, Md., when the colors
were sent to the Adjutant General's office for preservation.
At the battle of Gettysburg, when Sergt. Howe was killed, he
fell upon his color, and when it was taken up a piece was torn
off. Private A. W. Batchelder, Co. E, seeing this, stopped under
a heavy fire and succeeded in getting the piece of color and
brought it safely away.
I am sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
THOMAS E. BARKER,
Lt. Col. 12th N. H. Vol. Com. Reg.
To Natt Head, Adjt.
Gen. State of N. H.
Headquarters 12th N. H. Vols., '^
Prov. Brigade, Prov. Division, Army of the James, >
Defences of Berm. Hundred, Va., Nov. 4, 1864. )
To the Adjutant General of New Hampshire.
Sir :—I take pleasure in forwarding to you the national colors
which have been the banner of the 12th New Hampshire Volun-
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teers for the year past, to be preserved in the archives of the
State, as recommended by the Inspector General and ordered by
Gen. Butler. A standard that has been so gallantly borne and
so bravely defended is worthy of as proud a position as is in
your power to give it. Their tattered folds speak volumes to the
heroic few who still remain to tell the sad story of those who
have fallen in their defence. Ages hence, when treason and re-
bellion at home and abroad shall be known only among the things
that were, when the stalwart men who are now defending their
country's rights and honor, shall become bowed with age and their
heads silvered with the frost of time, then will they look upon the
stars and stripes under which they have fought and conquered,
with an honest pride, and bless those who have so wisely pre-
pared a place for their preservation.
This stand of colors have been in possession of the regiment
since Sept. 1, 1863, and have been carried during the present
campaign in the following named battles : Swift Creek, Va., May
9th and 10th, 1864; Drury's Bluff, Va., May 16th, 1864; Cold
Harbor, Ya., June 3d to 12th, 1864; Petersburg, Va., June 15th,
1864; Cemetery Hill, Va., July 30, 1864.
Honorable mention should be made of Sergeant Hoyt, of Co.
G, who so gallantly carried the colors at Cold Harbor and brought
them from the field amid a shower of bullets, even after he was
severely wounded. Sergeant Wallace, of Co. H, also is deserv-
ing of much credit for the brave and commendable manner in
which he has since borne them.
We transfer them now to the care of the State, hoping they
will be carefully preserved until we have fought a few more bat-
tles and made peaceful citizens of traitors and rebels. When
peace shall be restored, tlie Union reestablished, and our glorious
banner shall waive proudly over the whole and united country,
then we will return to the quiet walks of life and resume our
peaceful avocations.
I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
THOMAS E. BARKER,
Lieutenant Colonel \2th N. H. Vols., Com. Reg.
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This Regiment was organized for three years service, in the
Fall of 18G2, under the call of the President for six hundred
thousand troops. The call was responded to with great prompt-
ness in tiiis State and our regiments were filled with the best
materials from the true hearted yeomanry and mechanics of
New Hampshire. The rank and file of the Thirteenth had its
full representation of hardy, intelligent and patriotic men of these
classes, almost entirely citizens of our own State ; men well
adapted from their character, intelligence and habits of life, to
fully appreciate the great struggle on which they were actively
entering, and to feel the sacrifices they were called upon to
make.
In its organization of ten companies, seven counties were rep-
resented : Rockingham, Hillsborough and Strafford each furnish-
ing two, and Merrimack, Grafton, Carroll and Coos, one each.
The first company went into camp at Concord on the 11th of
September, and so rapidly was the regiment filled and organized
that on Sunday, the 5th of October, in the presence of a large
assembl}', it received its colors at the State House, from the hand
of Hon. Allen Tenny, Secretary of State, and on the following
day left the State for Washington, completely equipped and
armed. Its companies were mustered on the 18th, 19th and 20th
of September, and its field officers on the 23d of the same month.
On its arrival in Washington the regiment was placed in the
provisional command of Gen. Casey and encamped on the south
side of the Potomac near Fort Albany. From this place it moved to
Fairfax Seminary. Here it remained under instruction for a short
time and was then placed on outpost and picket duty in front of
the defences of Washington until the first day of December, when
it moved to join the Army of the Potomac near Fredericksburg.
A toilso||ie and exposed march of ten days through Maryland to
Aquia Creek, and thence to Falmouth, followed, and on the 10th,
three days before the battle of Fredericksburg, the regiment was
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merged in the magnificent army with which Burnside confronted
the rebel forces of Lee, enveloping the city on the south and
west. It was assigned to the First Brigade, Tiiird Division,
(Gen. Getty.) of the Ninth Army Corps, then commanded by
Gen. Wilcox, crossed the Rappahannock with its division the
next day and bivouacked in the streets of the city, throwng out
two companies as skirmishers in the vicinity of Hazel Run.
BATTLE OF FREDERICKSBURG.
On the 13th, occurred the disastrous battle of Fredericksburg,
in which tlie number and valor of our troops failed to dislodge
the enemy from his impregnable position on the heights com-
manding the city. To that portion of our troops with which
the Thirteenth was associated, was assigned the desperate and
bloody duty of attempting to carry the most formidable position
in the enemy's line—the batteries on " Marye's Heights." Tlie
blood of New Hampshire's sons was gallantly and bravely
shed that day in repeated but futile efforts to break the ene-
my's line at that point—and her gallant dead were buried within
forty yards of the guns of the rebel Col. Walton, which on that
disastrous day lowered in a fiery and deadly semicircle along the
brow of " Marye's Hill." About sunset the Thirteenth charged
with the division into this vortex of death, moving forward in
line of battle. The command shared the fate of the other brave
troops who had previously assaulted the position, and was re-
pulsed and broken by the murderous fire of the enemy's riflemen.
The lines of the Thirteenth and Tenth New Hampshire were
however immediately reformed by their commanders, with the
intention of renewing the charge, but the entire command was
soon ordered to retire to the city. The battle was not renewed
and on the night of the 15th, the city was evacuated by our
troops, who recrossed the river to their old encampments. Dur-
ing the evacuation and while the remainder of the division re-
tired across the river, the Thirteenth held out picket line along
the railroad and on both sides of Hazel Run. Lively firing
was kept up during the night with the pickets of the enemy. It
was a position of responsibility and peril, and was held by the
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regiment until about three o'clock on the morning of the 16th,
when it was relieved and again joined the brigade.
In this battle the regiment lost three officers and thirty-nine
men, killed, wounded and prisoners. Capt. Carter, and Lieuts.
Durell and Shaw, were slightly wounded. It was its first and
unfortunate experience in the stern realities of war, and though
dispiriting in results, proved the fortitude and bravery of officers
and men.
Few persons connected with the army will forget the gloom
and despondency that followed the disaster at Fredericksburg.
The regiment shared with the army the cold and snow, the mud
and exposure of Falmouth; suffering severely from sickness of
officers and men, until the February following, wlien it moved
with the Ninth Army Corps to Newport News. From this place
it went on the 13th of March, with the division to Suffolk, where
it was actively engaged in the defence of that place against the
siege that soon followed. For four weeks it held a position in
our line of defence along the Nansemond, confronting the enemy
and holding him at bay, erecting defensive works and being under
fire most of the time.
ACTION AT SUFFOLK.
On the 3d of May, a reconnoissance was ordered and four reg-
iments, including the Thirteenth with some Artillery and Cavalry,
crossed the Nansemond on the Providence Church Road and in
their advance drove in the skirmishers of the enemy, who retired
to their rifle-pits in the edge of the woods, where they occupied
a line more than half a mile in length. Upon this line the Thir-
teenth with a part of the Eighty-ninth New York charged under
the command of Col. Stevens of the Thirteenth, and carried the
works at the point of the bayonet; the killed and wounded of
the enemy falling into our hands. The enemy were driven through
the woods and a strong line of their- entrenchments heavily gar-
risoned, was unmasked. His position and strength having been
developed by this movement, our artillery opened a sharp fire
upon his works which was briskly replied to, the fight lasting
until dark. The same night the enemy withdrew from his posi-
tion, raised the siege of Suffolk, and retreated towards the Black-
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water, closely pursued by our troops, who captured a large num-
ber of prisoners.
For their conduct in this affair the Thirteenth was particularly
complimented. Their loss in killed and wounded was about
thirty. Capt. Buzzell was killed, and Lieut. Murray severely,
and Capt. Stoodley slightly wounded.
Suffolk was soon after abandoned by our troops—our line of
defense retired to the vicinity of Portsmouth, and a new line six
miles in length, with military roads, &c., constructed ; the regi-
ment doing an immense amount of labor upon these new fortifi-
cations. In this work and in the continuous picket duty which
it shared with the command, the regiment was engaged during the
Summer and Fall. It however participated in the toilsome and
severe march of the expedition of Gen. Dix to Hanover Junction
in June, and to the exposure and hardships of that march, in
connection with its hard and constant labor on the fortifications,
may, probably, we think, be attributed the extraordinary sickness
and mortality in the regiment, which succeeded its return to
camp. Two companies, B and D, were soon after placed in Fort
Tillinghast, in the line of defences, where they were instructed
and exercised in Heavy Artillery, and where they remained until
the following Winter. These positions were occupied by the
regiment until the opening of the Spring campaign—completing
and holding the works on the line—sharing in the constant picket
duty—participating in several expeditions of the command, and
finding little leisure even in Winter. During the Fall and Win-
ter the regiment received two hundred and forty recruits and
substitutes.
CAMPAIGN OF 1864.
For the campaign of 1864, the regiment was organized with
the Second Brigade and First Division of the Eighteenth Army
Corps. The brigade was composed of the Tenth and Thirteenth
New Hampshire, Eighth Connecticut and One Hundred and Eigh-
teenth New York Volunteers, and placed under the command of
Brig. Gen. Hiram Burnham, formerly Colonel of the Sixth Maine.
These regiments served and fought together under his command,
in the attack on the Walthal Railroad, on the 7th of May, at
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Swift Creek near Petersburg, at Kingsland Creek, Drury's Bluff,
Coal Harbor, and at Petersburg; until the 25th of July, when
the Thirteenth was transferred to the First Brigade of the same
division. The corps was commanded by Maj. Gen. William F.
Smith, and the division by Brig. Gen. Brooks.
It will be remembered that the Eighteenth Corps was organ-
ized at Yorktown the last of April. Of this corps it has recently
been well and justly said, that it " has never retreated beaten,
from any of its hard fought battle fields. From the time when
under Baldy Smith with a marvelous secrecy and dispatch, it
moved from Yorktown up the James and reestablished perma-
nently the Union Flag within cannon sound of the Rebel Capital,
through its desperate and glorious charges at Coal Harbor, its
successful onslaught at Petersburg, and its equally successful
advance under Gen. Ord to Chaffin's BluflF, almost under the walls
of Richmond, it has preserved with unvarying consistency the char-
acter for unsurpassed gallantry won at the commencement of this
campaign of many battles." The corps moved up the James,
landed at Bermuda Hundred, and on the 7th of May, the Thir-
teenth was engaged with the enemy on the Walthal Branch Road,
and on the 9th and 10th, fought them at Swift Creek, driving
them across the Greek to their entrenchments near the city of
Petersburg, and losing in these operations several men killed
and wounded.
On the I2t1i of Ma}^ it again moved from camp, met the enemy
on the Richmond and Petersburg Turnpike, drove them towards
Richmond, the regiment capturing several prisoners ; and on the
lotli and 14th, followed them up, driving them across Kingsland
Creek and from their rifle-pits and entrenchments, capturing their
outer line of works at Drury's Blufi". The regiment during these
operations was constantly under fire, a portion of it being night and
day on the skirmish line, with the remainder in support.
THE ACTION AT DRURY'S BLUFF.
The position in the captured works assigned to the Tiiirteenth
was on the extreme left of the brigade a little west of the turn,
pike, the Tenth New Hampshire joining it on tlie right. This
position was held until the morning of the 16th, when it will be
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\recollected, Beauregard with thirty thousand troops, in the dense
fog of that morning, attacked Gen. Butler's line and surprised
Gen. Heckman's command on our right, forcing it back on our
centre. The attack took place about four o'clock, but the Thir-
teenth and Tenth liad been under arms for half an hour previous
and were well prepared to receive the enemy. He made a fierce
attack on our skirmishers in front of these two regiments and
forced them to retire ; but they were soon rallied and their line
reformed. This they held until the enemy being heavily reen-
forced from his left, massed his troops directly in front of the
Thirteenth, and advanced to the assault of our position in three
lines, forcing our skirmishers to retire to the main body. The
assault was handsomely repulsed by the Thirteenth, aided by the
oblique fire of the Tenth. The enemy made two like attempts
to carry the position by assault, but were each time repulsed
with heavy loss. Fifty-nine prisoners were taken by the Thir-
teenth, principally from the Forty-fourth Tennessee and North
Carolina Regiments. With them was captured the Adjutant Gen-
eral of Bushrod Johnson. This position was held until about
nine, a. m., when peremptory orders were received from the divi-
sion commander to retire. Probably no order was ever more
reluctantly obeyed—the impression of the command being strong
that the position could be held in spite of any force the enemy
could bring against it. But the right and left of the line had
fallen back, nothing was left but to obey orders, and the regiment
slowly and sullenly retired in line of battle to the edge of a
wood half a mile to the rear, a position which was held until our
troops retired to camp that night. Over fifty rounds of ammu-
nition per man had been expended in the regiment that morning
at short range, and the muster roll of the Forty-fourth Tennessee
afterwards captured at Fort Harrison, showed how faithfully our
brave men did their work. The loss of the regiment in killed,
wounded and prisoners, during these operations towards Peters-
burg and Richmond was thirty one. Lieut. R. R. Thompson was
wounded severely while on picket duty on the morning of the
16th.
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BATTLE OF COAL HARBOR.
From this time until the last of May, the regiment held a po-
sition in our lines between the James and Appomattox Rivers,
constantly active and at work, assisting in the construction of the
defences and performing picket duty. It then moved with the
corps to "White House Landing, marched from there to Coal Har-
bor, which it reached on the first of June, and immediately en-
gaged the enemy on the afternoon of that day, advancing under
a terrific fire of musketry and artillery, gaining and holding a
position in our advance lines, commanding the works of the
enemy. In this action the regiment lost heavily ; sixty officers
and men having fallen in less than five minutes. Col. Stevens
and Capt. Goss, were slightly, and Capt. Farr and Lieut. Staniels,
severely wounded.
On the 3d of June, the regiment moved to a new position in
front of and near the enemy's lines, where it was massed with
the division in an attacking column, and placed under the fire of
the enemy's guns and musketry. In this position it remained
several hours, suffering severely from the enemy's fire. The order
to attack was then counterm9,nded, the regiment having lost two
officers and eleven men killed and wounded. Lieut. George H.
Taggard was severely wounded here, and Lieut. J. M. Durell
received a slight wound in the neck.
During the darkness of the succeeding night the regiment was
moved to a position in our advanced lines, and at day-break on
the morning of the 4th, found itself confronting the enemy's
strong works, at short rifle range, with its right wing quite un-
protected from the enemy's musketry, which at once opened fire
upon the exposed troops. This was remedied by manoeuvreing
the command, not without loss, under the enemy's fire, and throw-
ing up entrenchments on the right. These works formed our
advanced line while our array remained at Coal Harbor, and
were held by the First Division during that time.
The regiment took part in the subsequent operations at Coal
Harbor, losing considerably in casualties, being constantly on
duty at the front, and under the enemy's fire. Capt. George N.
Julian was slightly wounded here. The total casualties of the
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regiment at Coal Harbor, were, officers wounded, sis ; men killed,
fourteen ; men wounded and prisoners, sixty-four ; total, eighty-
four.
The army having moved from Coal Harbor, the Thirteenth
was once more encamped on the 14th of June, on its former
ground near Bermuda Hundred. But a short rest awaited it
there. On the morning of the 15th of June, a portion of our
troops crossed the Appomattox for the
ATTACK ON PETERSBURG.
This city was surrounded by a cordon of well-constructed and
formidable earthworks and fortifications, and the second brigade
reached their front about 10, a. m. The prominent part which
the 13th took in the important operation of that day will be as
well understood from the official reports of the general officers,
under whose eye they occurred; and accordingly portions of
them are transcribed. Under date of June 17th, General Burn-
ham, commanding the brigade, in his report to General Brooks,
who commanded the division, says
:
" I encountered the enemy's skirmishers about 10, a. m., posted
in the woods directly in front of their line of fortifications. The
whole of the Eighth Connecticut Volunteers, Capt. Coit com-
manding, and the Thirteenth New Hampshire Volunteers, Col.
A. F. Stevens, were here deployed as skirmishers. The line
moved up promptly and drove the enemy's skirmishers out of the
woods back to their rifle pits in front of their stronger fortifica-
tions. The skirmishers then moved out into the open ground in
advance of the woods, and the left of the line was cautiously
advanced by Col. Stevens some two hundred yards when the
enemy were engaged, and desultory skirmishing was kept up
throughout the day, the enemy at times shelling us severely from
battery numbers five, six and seven." After stating that the
skirmish line was strengthened by two companies from the One
Hundred and Eighteenth New York Volunteers and one hundred
and fifty men of the Ninety-second New York Volunteers, General
B. proceeds
:
" At about 5 :30, p. m., I received orders to assault the enemy's
fortifications in front of the division with my skirmishers, and at
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once made all the necessary dispositions for the attack, and moved
the Tenth New Hampshire Volunteers, Lieut-Col. J. Coughlin,
forward to the edge of the woods to support the movement.
—
Some time elapsed before the arrival of the artillery, but our guns
having got into po-ition and opened a heavy fire on the enemy's
works, at a few minutes past seven, I threw my skirmishers for-
ward and assaulted their line, advancing on the double quick
under a severe musketry and artillery fire. My line dashed
across the open field to the enemy's ' Frencn rifle pits,' which
they captured with the entire force that occupied them. Nearly
a hundred prisoners were captured here and were hastily sent to
the rear, a portion of them guarded by men from the Thirteenth
New Hampshire Volunteers, while others were probably driven
to the rear without any guard whatever. Col. Stevens then or-
dered the line forward and still enconntering a severe fire they
dashed across the open field through the ravine, and up to the
enemy's formidable works, assaulting and capturing battery num-
ber five in a gallant manner. Captains E. W. Goss, George N.
Julian, and N. D. Stoodley, of the Thirteenth New Hampshire,
were among the first to enter the battery, and to them the offi-
cers commanding it surrendered. Lt. Col. Council of the Twenty-
sixth Virginia Regiment, Major Beattie and another Major, name
unknown, surrendered their swords to Capt. Julian, while Capt.
Sturdivant commanding the field battery, which was captured,
surrendered his sword to Capt. Stoodley. The Thirteenth cap-
tured in this work one color, five pieces of artillery, and about
one hundred prisoners. The number of prisoners captured in
the whole aifair could not have been less than two hundred.
Throughout these operations the behavior of my entire command
was such as entitles it to my commendation and thanks. I desire
particularly to bring to your favorable notice Colonel Aaron F.
Stevens of the Thirteenth New Hampshire Volunteers, both for
his personal gallantry in charging the enemy's works on the 15th,
and for the able manner in which he handled his regiment on that
occasion. To him and to his regiment the success which was
achieved is due in a very great measure, and T take pleasure in
recommending him for promotion."
General Brooks, in his report to General Smith commanding
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the Eighteenth Army Corps, says : " It was determined by General
Smith to throw forward this line of skirmishers if possible to the
ravine just in front of the enemy's line, from which position it
was supposed they might keep down the artillery fire, while the
main column would cross the opening id our front. ^ ^ *
As soon as the artillery was got into position the skirmish line,
all under command of Col. Stevens, Thirteenth New Hampshire,
was rapidly advanced under the fire of our artillery, and succeed-
ed not only in getting up to the enemy's front, but in gaining the
rear of his main batteries, capturing the garrison with guns double
shotted, wailing the advance of the main line. * * * I re-
spectfully endorse Brigadier-General Burnham's report of the
operations of his brigade. I beg leave to call attention to the
officers he commands, and especially to the conduct of Col. A. F.
Stevens, Thirteenth New Hampshire Volunteers, who commanded
the skirmish line. I concur most cheerfully in General Burn-
ham's recommendations in favor of Col. Stevens' promotion."
As soon as the fort was entered by the Thirteenth, the cap-
tured guns were, by order of Col. Stevens, turned and fired upon
the retreating enemy. In this brilliant and successful affair, in
which the regiment crossed a ravine in front of the enemy's work
forty feet below the parapet, the Thirteenth lost heavily ; its
position in front of battery number five, exposing it at once to
the fire of the enemy's skirmishers and their riflemen in the
trenches, as well as the heavy fire of grape and spherical case
shot from his artillery. This concentrated fire, however, gave
but slight check to the impetuosity and heroism of the officers
and men of the regiment. It went into action with fifteen offi-
cers and one hundred and eighty-nine mu>kets, and lost in killed
and wounded forty-nine. Capt. E. E. Dodge, a brave and efficient
officer, fell mortally wounded in the assault, jast before reaching
the works, and died in hospital seven days after. Adjutant
Boutwell and Lieut. Gafney, were dangerously wounded while
gallantly pressing forward in the charge, and fell near the W3rks
of the enemy. Lieut. 3. M. Thompson was severely wounded in
the course of the afternoon while upon the skirmish line. Two
rebel battle-flags, one taken by Sergeant James K. Morrison of
company K., the other by Corporal Peter Mitchell of the same
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company, -were sent as trophies, by Col. Stevens, to the Governor
of New Hampshire.
From this time until the 27th of August, the regiment shared
in the exposure, hardships, and military operations of the Eigh-
teenth Corps, in the trenches before Petersburg. Scarce a day or
night passed in which the regiment was not under fire, and it suf-
fered its share of casualties from tliis cause. Its position was
on the extreme right of our line, resting on the Appomattox,
where it was subjected to a reverse fire from the enemy's bat-
teries on the opposite side of the river. On the 25th of July, the
regiment was transferred to the first brigade of the division.
—
The brigade was composed of the Thirteenth New Hampshire,
the Eighty-first, Ninety-eighth and One Hundred and Thirty-
ninth New York Volunteers, and Col. Stevens was assigned to
its command. This command was retained by hiiu until the as-
sault on Fort Harrison on the 29th of September—Major, now
Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, in the meantime commanding the regi-
ment. The brigade was present at the explosion of the " mine,"
on the 30th of July, and held the outer position of our works in
front of the " crater," about five hundred feet distant from it, for
two days after our troops had retired from the assault, when it
was relieved and returned to its former position on the right of
the line.
Thus passed " in front of Petersburg," nearly three months of
a Virginia summer. At last on the 27th of August, the corps
was relieved, and the Thirteenth New Hampshire moved with its
brigade to a position midway between the James and Appomat-
tox, where it held the exposed, salient, advanced works, and
picket line of our defenses, until the 28th of September, constant-
ly engaged in work upon the fortifications and in picket duty.
On that day it was relieved by new regiments of Pennsylvania
troops, and again prepared to attack the enemy on the north side
of the James. At nine, p. m., of that day, the entire brigade—with
the exception of company C, of the Thirteenth, which garrisoned
a redoubt of our advanced works, where it has ever since re-
mained—in light marching order, left their camps and moved
with its division to the
ASSAULT OF FORT HARRISON.
This was a'formidable work in the eneniy's line of defences,
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at Chaffin's Farm, half a mile from the north bank of the James,
and about six miles from Richmond, the advance to which was
commanded in part by the rebel gunboats in the river above
Dutch Gap. Of this work a field ofScer of the British army, who
has recently visited it, says : " It is about six miles and a quar-
ter from Richmond, a strong earthen fort, and so placed that the
taking of it is quite unaccountable. It is on a hill with a natural
glacis of six or seven hundred yards, and which good gunners
should sweep against all comers. Taking into account an exten-
sive abattis, which is constructed by merely felling the trees and
pointing them outwards, it should have been toilsome, dangerous
work to have traversed that long slope. However, there is the
fort ill the hands of the Federals, be it attributed to pluck, luck,
surprise, treachery, scare, or whatever other explanation." To
the first division, commanded by Brigadier-General Stannard of
Vermont, was assigned the duty of assaulting and carrying this
work. It crossed the James on pontoons near Aiken's Landing
on the morning of the 29th, and came upon the enemy's pickets
at daylight. The Tenth New Hampshire and One Hundred and
Eighteenth New York, under command of Col. Donahoe, were
deployed as skirmishers, and armed with Spencer's " seven
shooters." Captain Goss, of the Thirteenth, with his sharp
shooters, was also in the skirmish line. Skirmishing at once
commenced, and while our line drove the enemy rapidly back,
the division, massed in column, followed closely in support. An
advance of some three miles, in which the firing at times appear-
ed like a general engagement, brought the head of the support-
ing column in view of Fort Harrison, three fourths of a mile dis-
tant. The intervening space over which our column was to move
to the assault, was an open and gradually ascending field. The
fort at once opened its heavy guns on the head of our column.
The skirmishers advanced rapidly across the field, while the as-
saulting column, with fixed bayonets and muskets uncapped,
moved in quick time, steadily and irresistibly upon the enemy's
works. Our troops were met in front and flank by a continuous
discharge of musketry, and by a sharp and plunging fire of artil-
lery, both from the fort and from gunboats on our left flank. The
shot and shell of the enemy tore through our ranks, and their
336 ADJUTANT general's REPORT.
musketry told on our men and ofEcers at every step—but the
gaps were instantly closed, the advance was unchecked—officers
and men vieing with each other in this march of death, to main-
tain the firmness and integrity of the column. This splendid ad-
vance was witnessed by General Stannard from his position, not
without anxiety, but with enthusiastic pride. The ditch was at
last reached, and was at once filled with our brave men. Then
came the shout, the struggle, the hand to hand fight, and the fort
is won. Our colors soon float from the parapet. Am,oug the
first there is the torn and ragged banner of the Thirteenth, for
it was the third regiment in the column, and led its brigade. Its
color guard of six had all fallen in the advance, either killed or
wounded, four of them while bearing the colors. A part of the
national color of the regiment had been torn off by a shot from
the enemy, while still at some distance from the fort, but the
sacred relic was seized by Sergeant D. W. Bodge, who bore the
color, hastily thrust into his bosom, and when he fell was carried
with liim from the field to the hospital. But what remains of the
glorious old flag is floating from the captured work, and what re-
main of its brave defenders are mingling their voices in the shout
of victory. Lieut-Col. Normand Smith, in his official report of
this gallant affair, says :
" We advanced under a heavy fire of musketry into the outer
ditch of the fort without firmg a shot. Then came the struggle,
who should first plant their colors on the fort. The entire color
guard of this regiment, six in number, were killed or wounded,
four of them with the colors in their hands, and the regiment
claim that their colors were first on the fort, which was carried
a few minutes after seven." Having been wounded in the ditch
outside the fort, the command devolved on Captain Stoodley of
company G, who furnishes the following particulars
:
" On entering the fort the regiment gathered around the colors,
and some were sent to turn the guns, two of which were turned
and fired several times on the retreating enemy. About 10
o'clock we joined the other regiments of the brigade, and formed
a line of battle in the rear, now front of the 'fort, posting pickets
in advance of our present line, where they remained during the
night. Late in the afternoon, we commenced throwing up breast-
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works on the left of the fort. About au hour afterwards we were
moved out of the fort towards the left, and worked all night up-
on the works now running from the fort to the river."
Twentj^-two guns and a large number of prisoners were cap-
tured in this assault. The next day the enemy with Field's di-
vision of Longstreet's corps, under the supervision of General
Lee, made four assaults upon our lines at this point, but was
each time repulsed with terrible slaughter. While the enemy
were advancing to the assault, the first brigade sang the " Battle
Cry of Freedom.'' In these attacks the Thirteenth received the
enemy in open ground, for the works on which they had spent
their labor were now occupied by other troops. But they did
their full share in the bloody work of the second day. Of their
part in the operations of that day, Captain (now Major) Stoodley,
then commanding the regiment, in the official report of Lieut-Col.
Smith above quoted, says :
" On the morning of the 30th, the regiment was again moved
into the fort and placed at work on the left, where we were
when it was found the enemy were massing on the right, when we
were moved to the extreme right of the fort, our right restino- on
the entrenchments. About twenty minutes afterwards, the enemy
made the attack. The regiment was almost entirely unprotected
during the engagement, but never flinched, and kept up a destruc-
tive fire upon the advancing enemy, who were repulsed in every
attempt to recapture the fort. After the repulse of the enemy,
Captain Goss, company I, commanding sharp shooters, captured
the colors of three regiments of Clingman's brigade, and several
prisoners."
The conduct of the officers and men of the Thirteenth on these
two days was superb, but its loss was again severe, more so than
in any former engagement ; for more than one half of the com-
mand which left camp on the night of the 28th, had in these two
days melted away under the fire of the enemy, and been borne
from the field either killed or wounded. Two officers and thir-
teen men were killed, and seven officers and fifty-nine men wound-
ed. Captain G. A. Forbush and Lieut. R. R. Thompson, brave
and meritorious officers, were killed in the assault. Their
memory is dear to the regiment. Col. PtevcriS fell scverciv
22
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wounded in the assault, while moving at the head of his regiment
and brigade, and when within a few yards of the fort, where he
lay until our colors were planted upon the parapet, and was then
carried from the field. Besides the officers named, Lieut-Col.
Smith, Captains Saunders and Bruce and Lieutenants Hall, Ladd
and Wheeler were wounded; Lieutenant Ladd very severely.
General Ord, commanding the corps, was severely wounded, and
General Stannard lost his right arm.
Since these operations the regiment has remained on duty in
the vicinity of Fort Harrison, now called Fort Burnham, in honor
of the brave and veteran soldier. Brig. Gen. Burnham, who nobly
fell in the assault and capture of the work. It took part in the
movement against the enemy's left on the Williamsbui^g Koad,
Oct. 27th, though it did not take part in the assault. Capt. B.
W. Goss, of Co. I, commanding the sharpshooters of the division,
and Lieut. H. H. Murray, of Co. E, on the staff of the Second
Brigade, both well tried and gallant officers, were captured while
assaulting the works of the enemy, and are still in his hands.
One man was wounded and five taken prisoners.
In the formation of the Twenty-fourth Army Corps, composed
of the white troops of the Tenth and Eighteenth, a change which
took place about the 1st of December, the Thirteenth was placed
in the First Brigade of the Third Division—the Nineteenth Wis-
consin and Eleventh Connecticut, being added to the brigade.
In November 1864, authority was received from the General
Commanding the Army, to place upon the national color of the
regiment, the names and dates of the fifteen engagements follow-
ing, in which the regiment has borne an honorable part. And
while its old colors, worn with service and torn with hostile shot,
will be deposited with the memorials of war in the keeping of
our State, new ones bearing these inscriptions of danger and
honor, wait their baptism of fire and blood in. the same s icred
cause
:
Fredericksburg, December 13th, 1862.
Siege of SuflFolk, April and May, 1863.
Walthall Road, May 7th, 1864.
Swift Creek, May 9th and 10th, 1864.
Kingsland Creek, May 12th and 13th, 1864.
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Drury's Bluff, May 14th and IGtli, 1864.
Coal Harbor, June 1st and 3d, 1864.
Battery 5, Petersburg, June 15th, 1864.
Battery Harrison, September 29th and 30th, 1864.
It is but justice to the regiment to say that no officer of the
command has ever been cashiered or dismissed the service ; that
one-half or more of its officers are kept on detached service in
various capacities in the army, while the general intelligence and
honesty of its men, have won for the regiment, a character for
trustworthiness, efficiency and integrity in the discharge of their
duties, second to none in the service. It has captured five pieces
of artillery in one charge, and with its division taken sixteen
pieces more, has captured three battle flags ; and taken more
prisoners from the enemy than the number in its own ranks ; and
has never been driven from the field, or from its positions by the
enemy.
This comparatively brief history, consisting principally of a
short resume of the prominent actions in which the regiment has
participated, gives after all, but a faint and imperfect conception
of the individual endurance, courage and gallantry of officers and
men, which constitute the corps de esprit of a command, and
render its efforts prompt, effective and successful. And so like-
wise the limits prescribed to this sketch, forbid the mention of a
thousand incidents in the career of the regiment, which adorn
and enoble the life and service of the private soldier, and with
which no command is more replete than the " Thirteenth.'' But
the acts and the memories of its gallant men, are appreciated and
cherished by their officers, and we trust its laurels, won oti
hard fought and bloody fields, will be a source of satisfaction and
pride, as well to the thousands of men and women of New Hamp-
shire, who are bound to its members by ties of blood and affec-
tion, as to all who watch the progress of our arms with senti-
ments of loyalty and patriotism.
January, 1865.
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FOURTEENTH INFANTRY.
[The following history was kindly furnished by William Henry Thayer, Sur-
geon Fourteenth Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers.]
The Summer of 18G2, saw the nation under a heavy cloud.
The disastrous campaign on tlie peninsula brought the people to
the verge of despair ; but that verge was never passed. The
President called for five hundred thousand volunteers ; bounties
were offered to stimulate volunteering— bounties very moderate
in comparison with all that have been offered since ; the call was
everywhere promptly answered ; the people again sprang to arms.
In New Hampshire, recruits came in from every county, and
the month of September found Concord over-run with the soldiers
of five regiments gathering for the army of the United States
;
another regiment had gone to the front, and two were in camp at
Manchester. They were from the Ninth to the Sixteenth inclusive.
The Fourteenth Regiment was recruited mostly in the south-
western part of the State; four companies in Cheshire County,
and in Sullivan, Grafton, Coos, Carroll, Merrimack and Hills-
borough, one each. It was mustered into the service of the Uni-
ted States in Concord, on the 24th of September, 186"2; was
quartered in barracks on the Fair Ground, near the Twelfth and
Thirteenth Regiments, and left Concord for Washington in the
latter part of October.
The Virginia campaign was at an end. The Ninth Regiment
went out just in season to be hurried to Antictam, where its raw
recruits behaved like veterans. The Fourteenth arrived in Wash-
ington when no further force was required in the Army of the Po-
tomac or at Fortress Monroe, and was ordered to report to Gen.
Grover, who commanded a brigade then doing picket duty along
the Potomac from the defences of Washington to the mouth of
the Monocacy. Gen. Grover was soon ordered to report to Gen.
Banks, then assembling a force for the Department of the Gulf:
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and the brigade was then commanded bj the senior Colonel, P.
S; Davis, of the Thirty ninth Massachusetts Volunteers. The
brigade consisted of the Thirty-ninth Massachusetts, Fourteenth
New Hampshire, Tenth Vermont and Twenty-third Maine, Infan-
try, the Tenth Massachusetts Battery, and two squadrons of
Cavalry.
The Winter was spent by the brigade in the arduous duty of
picketing the river, for an extent of forty miles. The brigade
was divided into several camps. The Fourteenth Regiment at
first encamped at Lock 21, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal; late in
November it moved several miles towards Rockville, and went
into camp with the Thirty ninth Massachusetts December 21st,
moved camp to Poolsville, with tlie Thirty-ninth Massachusetts,
tlie Battery and Cavalry; the Twenty-third Maine being at Ed-
ward's Ferry, and the Tenth Vermont at Conrad's Ferry and the
mouth of the Monocacy. Large details were daily made for
picket duty, at first along the river, and after the removal to
Poolsville at a line of inland posts from half-a-mile to two miles
from camp.
In the latter part of April, 1863, the regiment marched to
Washington, whither the Thirty-ninth Massachusetts had lately
preceded it, and went into camp on the north-east side of the
city, at the end of New York Avenue. • From that time until
February, 18G4, the regiment did provost duty in Washington,
remaining at the same camp in Gale's woods. The nature of this
duty was various. It carried important responsibilities with it
:
and the regiment had the satisfaction, when it left the city, of
feeling that it left behind a good reputation and its departure
was much regretted by the people generally, as well as by the
heads of the several departments with which it has been con-
nected.
The regiment furnished the guards for the old Capitol Prison
and Central Guard House, and a number of men for about ten
other posts in the city. One company was detached and on duty
at Sixth Street Wharf, the principal landing for steamboats and
other vessels from the South. The chief duty of this detach-
ment was the suppression of contraband trade and the arrest of
unauthorized travellers. At one time during the Summer the
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Military Governor ordered the examination of all passengers from
the city in every direction, with a view to stopping the convey-
ance of supplies or goods contraband of war from Washington
by way of Maryland into Virginia. To this end, gniards were
posted on all the avenues leading to the city, and seventeen of
these posts were maintained by the Fourteenth Regiment. This
duty being in addition to the regular details for the prisons, it
exhausted tlie whole force of the regiment: at every bridge,
wharf, landing, and on every road leading from AYashington, a
squad of men was posted, with orders to stop every one carrying
any kind of goods, without a pass from the Provost Marshal.
The consternation of tlie disloyal may well be imagined ; the or-
der produced extensive confiscations for some days, and produced
the desired effect of stopping the flood of goods intended to give
aid and comfort to the enemy. For this, as well as many other
energetic measures of the Military Government of Washington,
much credit is due to Major Sherburne, A. A. G., and Chief of
Stafl to the Military Governor, (afterwards Col. Sherburne, Elev-
enth New York Cavalry, and Provost Marshal General, Depart-
ment of the Gulf.)— who was untiring in his devotion to duty,
and under whose services the Government of Washington became
very efficient.
Duty in the city was sometimes diversified by expeditions to
guard parties of prisoners to different military prisons, or parties
of recruits to the front. The regiment was sent with twelve
hundred prisoners to Fort Delaware; one detachment went at
another time to Sandusky, on Lake Erie, with a number of rebel
officers, several times parties were sent on the same business to
Fort Lafayette, Point Lookout and Fortress Monroe, and several
to Warrenton, Ya., the headquarters of the Army of the Poto-
mac at that time. Once the regiment was marched to Fort Ste-
vens in the defences of Washington, upon a sudden alarm, created
by Stuart's crossing the Potomac with his Cavalry— and again
a battalion of two companies was sent to Campbell Hospital to
quell a mutiny in the Invalid Corps composing the hospital guard.
Thus they were kept perpetually busy.
During the Winter of 1863 and 1864, a squad of men were
detailed to build barracks for the regiment in Seventh Street.
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Before they were completed, the regiment was ordered—at the
beginning of February—to Harper's Ferry. They went by the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and on arriving at Harper's Fer-
ry, were ordered to Cumberland, eighty miles further west. They
returned soon to Harper's Ferry, and were on duty there, sending
scouting parties twenty miles up the Shenandoah Yalley, until
the latter part of the month, when orders were received to pro-
ceed to "Washington; arrived there on the 25th of the month,
and went into the Seventh Street barracks.
But they were not destined to occupy tiiem long. February
27th, the regiment received orders to take transportation at New
York or Boston for the Department of the Gulf, with permission
to visit New Hampshire before sailing. They left New York,
seven companies under Col. Wilson, in the Daniel Webster, March
20th, and three companies under Major Gardiner, in the Liberty,
March 29th, for New Orleans. The Daniel Webster had a long,
rough passage of twenty- three days, having put into Hilton Head
for repairs after being disabled by heavy gales, and into Key
West for coal. She arrived in New Orleans April 12th, and the
regiment was at once ordered to Camp Parapet, seven miles west
of New Orleans, and landed there. Major Gardiner's detach-
ment had a quick passage, arriving in New Orleans April 6th,
and were on prov^ost duty at Carrollton, between the city and
Camp Parapet, when the Daniel Webster arrived.
Camp Parapet is at the point where the western fortifications
of New Orleans reach the Mississippi. A line of earthworks
stretches from tlie river to the swamp which borders on Lake
Pontchartrain. It forms a post within the District of Carrollton.
This military district includes the territory between the river
and the lake, west of New Orleans and extending up the river
sixty miles. Colonel Wilson was appointed to the command of
the District cf Carrollton as senior officer, and Major Gardiner
was subsequently put in command of the post at Camp Parapet
—Lieut. Col. Barker being in Washington on detached duty.
Along the river and on the lake were several detached posts,
chiefly for defence against the guerilla hordes that infested the
country. The District of Carrollton is within the '' defences of
New Orleans,'* of which Major Gen, Beynolds was commander.
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The Fourteenth Regiment did miscellaneous duty at Camp Par-
apet, Carrollton, Jefferson City, and along the lake as far as Pass
^Manchac. Carrollton had a camp of instruction for cavalry, and
Camp Parapet had two or three regiments of infantry and heavy
artillery for duty at the fortifications, and picket duty along the
lake and at Pass Manchac. The Fourteenth Regiment furnished
a large daily detail for labor on the fortifications, the commander
of the post being ordered to repair them. We remained at Camp
Parapet till June 6th. Happily for the regiment we reached the
Department of the Gulf just too late to take part in the disas-
trous expedition up the Red River. But when that ill-used army
had returned to the Mississippi, the Fourteenth Regiment was or-
dered to join that portion of it which was at Morganzia, near
the mouth of Red River. This was the Nineteenth Corps and
part of the Thirteenth.
The regiment reported to General Emory at Morganzia on the
7th of June, and was attached to the Second Brigade, Second
Division, of the Nineteenth Corps, Gen. Birge, commanding. Gen.
Birge was absent, and the command of the brigade devolved on
Col. Robert Wilson, Major Gardiner, commanding the regiment.
We remained at Morganzia till July 3d, performing the usual du-
ties of a camp. The Nineteenth Corps was undergoing reorgan-
ization, in anticipation of active duty in the fields, and Gen. Em-
ory had frequent reviews, which, on account of the intense heat,
will not soon be forgotten. Morganzia is a bare clay bank lying
along the river, with nothing to intercept the scorching rays of
the sun, and there was no variation nor interruption to the daily
heat. The region was very unhealthy, subject to malarial fevers.
We were fortunate in being ordered out of the Department of the
Gulf when the Summer was half over ; for, going there for the
first time at the commencement of hot weather, and under the
influence of a diet almost exclusively of salt meat and hard bread,
entirely without fresh vegetables, our noble fellows began to sink
under the combined evil influences of climate and improper diet;
and had we remained till Autumn, it is doubtful whether more
than a small fraction of the regiment Avould have remained lit for
duty. We went into the Department of the Gulf more than seven
hundred strong. When we entered the Shenandoah Valley in
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August, we had only five huadrcd men for duty, the remainder
being in General Hospital with chronic diarrhcea or malarial
fever—many of whom have since died.
The regular duties at Morganzia were once varied by an expe-
dition of two days to Fort Adams, Mississippi, made by the Sec-
ond Division, Nineteenth Corps. In the reorgarization of the
corps, the Fourteenth Eegiment was transferred to the First
Brigade, Second Division, and Gen. Birge was also transferred to
the command of the same.
In the first week in July, the Nineteenth corps moved down
the river to New Orleans to take transportation for the north.
The corps was encamped at Algiers opposite the city, and went
to sea as rapidly as ships could be provided. On the 13th of
July, the Fourteenth Regiment and the Seventy-fifth New York
went on board the Continental with General Birge and his staff.
But the regiment was again destined to be separated—and for
want of sufficient room on board, four companies were left behind
under Major Gardiner, and followed in the Steamer General Lyon
two days later. It was not reunited till August 19th, for the
smaller detachment was ordered immediately to Washington,
with the First Division of the Nineteenth Corps, whence they
went to the mouth of the Monocacy and then into the Shenandoah
Valley; while the Second Division went at once to Bermuda
Hundred and was attached for ten days to the Army of the
James, under General Butler.
While at Bermuda Hundred, Birge's Brigade was sent across
ths James River to Deep Bottom with the expedition under Gen.
Hancock, sent to make a demonstration to the east of Richmond,
and draw attention in that direction while Gen. Burnside's mine
was exploded in front of Petersburg. The army, consisting of
the Second Corps, several divisions of Cavalry, and Birge's
Brigade of the Nineteenth Corps, recrossed the James River in
the night of the 29th of July,—the same night on which the mine
was exploded— and returned to their former positions. No duty
in the two years and a half of our service has been more severe
than the return from Deep Bottom on the 29th and 30th of July.
The lines at Deep Bottom were left at 11, P. m. ; at sunrise Birge's
Brigade, which brought up the rear of the army, crossed the
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river, and at 1, p. m., arrived in camp. But the day was so ex-
tremely hot that many of the men fell out, some of them danger-
ously sun-struck, and many too much exhausted to go further.
At 1, A. M., July 31st, Grover's Division proceeded to the land-
ing at Bermuda Hundred, from whence transportation was ob-
tained to Washington. Gen. Birgc with the Fourteenth New
Hampshire Volunteers and the Twelfth Maine, embarked on the
S. R. Spaulding at noon. The next day the whole division landed
in "Washington, with orders to take the cars for Monocacy, where
the First Division then was. The night was spent in getting the
baggage loaded at the station, and at 4 o'clock, in the morning,
fresh orders were received to march at once to Teuallytown, a
few miles northwest of Washington. The division encamped at
Tenallytown, and remained there till the 14th of August, when
they took up the line of march for the Shenandoah Valley. Cross-
ing the Potomac at Chain Bridge they marched westward through
Leesburg, crossed the Blue Ridge by Snicker's Gap, and joined
Sheridan's Army at Berryville on the 18th. The next day the de-
tachment under Maj. Gardiner was returned to the regiment. This
detachmenthad touched at Fortress Monroe on their way from New
Orleans and there received orders to go to Washington, where they
joined the First Division and went to Monocacy and afterwards to
Harper's Ferry by rail. At this time, Gen. Sheridan arrived and re-
lieved Gen. Hunter from the command of the army in Western
Virginia. And on the 10th of August, he began a rapid march
up the valley through Charlestown and Berry\iile, attempting to
throw himself in the rear of the Rebel Army, then between Win-
chester and Martinsburg. Notwithstanding Sheridan's rapid
movements, the enemy were too quick for him, and made haste to
get up the valley ; so that when our army arrived near Cedar
Creek by the circuitous route it had taken to cut off Gen. Early,
they found the Rebel Army still south of them. Sheridan re-
mained in position near Cedar Creek from the 12th to the 15th
of August, when being pressed by Early and not having sufficient
force to accept a battle in that position, lie fell back through
Winchester to Berryville, reaching Berryville on the 17th. On
the 18th, after being joined by Grover's Division of the Nine-
teenth Corps, and a division of cavalry, the army—then consist-
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ing of the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps, Crook's command of the
Eighth Corps, and three divisions of cavalry,—marched to the
vicinity of Charlestown and encamped two miles south of that
place, facing south. On the 21st of August, the enemy appeared
in our front and made a sharp attack upon the Sixth Corps which
formed the right wing, but were repulsed. The same night at
11 o'clock;^ our pickets were quietly withdrawn and the army
marched rapidly back to Halltown, seven miles.
The next morning the enemy was again found in our front. A
line of substantial earthworks was begun on the line of heights
extending around Harper's Ferry from the Shenandoah to the
Potomac, and completed in four days. Two reconnoissances
were made in the course of that time to ascertain the position
and force of the enemy, who were covered by thick woods
about a mile in front of us. In the night of the 26th, the enemy
disappeared.
On the 28th, Sheridan followed them. The army marched at
sunrise in six columns through Charlestown towards Berryville
went into camp two miles south of Charlestown. Here a recon-
noissance made by cavalry found the enemy a few miles south of
us. On the 3d of September, the army marched nearly to Berry-
ville, where the left wing, formed by the Eighth Corps, was at-
tacked towards night. Sharp fighting continued till after dark.
The army went into camp and at once began to throw up a line
of breastworks. September 5th, Birge's Brigade made a recon-
noissance towards Berryville, but found only a skirmish line of
the enemy, which was driven in, and failing to develope any force
of the rebels, after three miles advance the brigade returned to
camp. After this day no rebels were found in our immediate
front. On the 13th, Wilson's Division of Cavalry and one divi-
sion of the Sixth Corps made a reconnoissance towards Win-
chester, found the Rebel Army west of the Opequan Creek, about
ten miles from our position, attacked them, took the Eighth South
Carolina Infantry entire, officers, men and colors, and returned.
On the 18th, Colonel Wilson having resigned and gone home
a week before, on account of serious failure of health, Major Al-
exander Gardiner was commissioned Colonel. Col. Wilson had
a severe attack of diphtheria in the Winter of 1863 and 1864,
26
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which prostrated hioi exceedingly for several months. The cli-
mate of Louisiana proved unfavorable to him, and he returned
to the north with serious disease produiced by the malaria of
Morganzia and Carrollton, Unwilling to give up to it, he re-
mained at his post until increasing debility left him unable to
bear the severities of the active campaign in the Shenandoah
Valley, and he reluctantly offered his resignation upon surgeon's
certificate of disability. Major Gardiner was mustered as Colo-
nel on the 18th, and on the same afternoon the army received
orders to march the next morning.
On that memorable day, September 19th, reveille was beaten
at 1, A. M. Coffee being made and drunk, and everything ready
for moving, precisely at 2, a. m., the army filed out of camp by
divisions, and took the road to Bcrryville. Reaching that place,
we turned off to the right and struck the Winchester Pike, and
marched, as usual, upon each side of the road, leaving the pike
for the trains of wagons, ambulances and artillery. Distant can-
nonnading began to be heard at day-light, which came from the
Opequan Creek, where our cavalry advance was driving in the
rebel outposts. From that time till night the firing never wholly
ceased. By 10, A. m., the whole army was in position two miles
to the westward of the Opequan, in two lines of battle, with the
Eighth Corps in reserve. The advance was made at 11 1-2
o'clock, Birge's Brigade being on the right of the first line, and
the Fourteenth New Hampshire on the right of the brigade.
The advance was made in splendid style, driving the rebels from
their position, and completely breaking the brigades which were
directly opposed to us. But the advance was too impetuous to
permit us to hold the ground, for it brought us close upon a rebel
battery which had been shelling us during the advance, and now
at short range raked the line with grape and canister. Our sec-
ond line was a long distance in the rear, and the rebels were re-
enforced by Rhodes's Division just arrived from Bunker Hill.
The order was therefore given to fall back in order, and firing.
In falling back, the Fourteenth Regiment sustained a heavy loss.
Thirteen officers of the twenty-one who went into the fight, and
one hundred and thirty men, were killed, wounded or prisoners.
Only about eight were taken prisoners, and some of these were
wounded.
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The second line was halted about eighty rods short of the point
to which the first line had driven the rebels, and was there or-
dered to lie down. The regiments of the first line took their
place with them. Irregular firing was kept up while the Eighth
Corps was getting into position on the right to turn the left flank
of the rebels, and connect with the cavalry who were advancing
down the Martinsburg Pike. At 4, P. m., the left of the enemy
was completely turned and the whole army advanced impetuously,
driving the rebels beyond Winchester, taking twenty-five hundred
prisoners, besides nearly all their wounded, and five pieces of
artillery. The gallant Col. Gardiner lay mortally wounded at
the Second Division Hospital, four miles from Wincnester; two
of his captains, Chaffin and Fosgate, and two lieutenants, Paul
and Fisk, were dead upon the battle-field ; and eight more were
lying with their Colonel, and a hundred brave boys wounded
more or less severely. When the army went into camp outside
of Winchester in the evening, Capt. Tolman was the senior officer
of the regiment and took command. His company had been de-
tached from the regiment as pioneers of the brigade, and on many
a march had done good service in bridging creeks and removing
obstructions. That day, finding that they were not to be per-
mitted to advance with their regiment, they had thrown away
their axes and shovels, and gone into the fight on their own ac-
count. Captain Tolman finally formed them with the One Hun-
dred and Fourteenth New York Volunteers, where they fought
and advanced with them in the victorious charge of the afternoon.
On the 20tli of September, the army moved after the retreat-
ing rebels. On the 22d, they fought the brilliant battle of Fish-
er's Hill 5 the Fourteenth Regiment, under command of Capt.
Tolman, advancing in splendid style against the breastworks with
the first line of Grover's Division. The next week was a stirrinjr
and spirited chase, our army following the rebels closely and
falling upon their rear, until we reached Harrisonburg, eighty
miles from Winchester. Here we halted. Capt. Ripley, who
had been Acting Inspector of the brigade, on Gen. Dirge's stalf,
was made Provost Marshal of Harrisonburg ; and the Fourteenth
New Hampshire Volunteers was detailed for provost duty in the
town.
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September 26th, Capt. Ripley was relieved from duty on Gen.
Birge's staff, and took command of the regiment as senior cap-
tain. On the 6th of October, no enemy having been found in the
neighborhood, Gen. Sheridan began to fall back down the valley,
nearer his base of supplies, and arrived, by easy marches, at Ce-
dar Creek on the 10th of October. On the march, Early's Cav-
alry had appeared and attacked our rear—whereupon Sheridan
had ordered his whole cavalry corps to attack them. Merritt,
Custer and Wilson, with their three divisions turned upon the
rebel cavalry and repulsed them with great rout, taking eleven new
pieces of artillery and four hundred prisoners. The army then
continued their march unmolested to Cedar Creek, and fortified
the camp on the north-east side of it.
Early soon reappeared at Fisher's Ilill, which was about six
miles south of Sheridan's position at Cedar Creek. On the 13th
of October, a force of the enemy approached within two miles of
Sheridan's camp, and opened fire with shell. Several brigades
from the Eighth Corps were marched through the Vvoods to meet
them and discover tlieir strength,—and a sharp engagement of an
hour or more ensued, in which Colonel Wells, Thirty-fourth Mas-
sachusetts, was killed. The Sixth Corps, which was on its way
to Alexandria through Ashby's Gap, was promptly recalled on
the reappearance of the rebel army.
The enemy fell back to Fisher's Hill, and on the 18 th, Gro-
ver's Division of the Nineteenth Corps were ordered to march
at 5 o'clock, the next morning to reconnoitre their position.
On the 19th, before day-light, while Grover's Division was un-
der arms and prepared to march, heavy firing began on the left,
in front of the position of the Eighth Corps ; the flash of the
enemy's guns was seen on the hill where that corps was encamped
and more distantly along our whole front beyond our pickets.
An hour later, a long rebel line came over the crest in the
rear and left flank of the Nineteenth Corps,—the Eighth Corps
having been entirely broken—poured volley after volley into the
camp, and were right amongst us. The sun had not yet risen,
and the air was somewhat obscured by fog. Two or three brigades
of the Nineteenth Corps, which had been thrown out to support
the Eighth Corps, were overwhelmed, leaving a large number of
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dead and wounded on the field. The Corps fell back, fighting,
forming by brigades at every favorable piece of ground, until
outflanked and borne back by the superior numbers of the enemy.
Early had been recnforced by sixteen thousand men, and in the
beginning of the day the attack was received by the Nineteenth
Corps and the shattered fragments of the Eighth alone.
The Fourtecntli Regiment won the approbation of General
Birge, by the bravery and good discipline of its men that day.
No regiment behaved better. The ground was stubbornly con-
tested, and so closely was the line followed by the rebels, that
when obliged to fall back for a new position, some were cut off
and taken prisoners. Among these was Captain Ripley, who was
in command of the regiment. lie was taken soon after sunrise.
When the position of the Sixth Corps was reached, two miles
in the rear of the Nineteenth, a stronger line was formed, and
the resistance was more stubborn and furious ; but the whole
army was forced still two miles further, after which the advance
of the rebel army was checked.
Sheridan had been in Washington, and reached Winchester that
morning. From there he rode with all possible haste when he
heard the artillery from Cedar Creek, and reached the army
about ten or eleven o'clock. The enemy were already checked,
and General Sheridan at once made preparations for recovering
the position that had been lost. While the rebels were kept in
check by a ceaseless cannonade, the main line of the army was
withdrawn and reformed across theWinchester pike, a mile north
of Middlctown, confronting the rebel army. Cavalry was on
each wing, and the three corps arranged in one long line of battle
between. At three, P. m., the line was ordered to advance.
They met the rebel line securely posted behind stone walls, dis-
lodged them after hard fighting, drove them from wall to wall,
from crest to crest ; and by sunset had driven them beyond the
ground from which the army had been forced in the morning.
The inl^antry then went into camp, and the cavalry, coming in on
the right and left, pursued the enemy up the valley to Fisher's
Hill, and the next morning followed them up to Mount Jackson.
The rebel army left everything in its flight—forty-eight cannon,
ambulances, wagons^ and five thousand stand of arms. The cav-
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airy brought in two thousand prisoners, which were all they could
take care of. The day that opened with disaster, closed with
victory, and such a victory as is not often seen. The losses were
reported as follows : Crook's command, sixty killed, three hundred
and fifty wounded, four hundred prisoners ; Nineteenth Corps,
four hundred killed, twelve hundred Avounded, one hundred pris-
oners ; Sixth Corps, three hundred killed, ten hundred wounded,
fifty prisoners ; Kitching's Division, twenty killed, one hundred
and fifty wounded, fifty-six missing. Total loss, four tliousand
and eighty-six. The Fourteenth Regiment lost, eight killed, fifty-
five wounded and sixteen prisoners.
From this time a division of infantry was kept at Strasburg,
four miles in advance of the camp. The remainder of the army
remained in camp at Cedar Creek. On the 8th of November, the
army voted for the Presidential Electors, each regiment by itself.
The vote of the Fourteenth New Hampshire Volunteers was one
hundred and rinety-seven for Lincoln, sixteen for McCIellan.
On the morning of the 9th, the army marched back on the
Winchester Pike and took position north of the Opequan Creek
between Newtown and Keruestown. Here substantial earthworks
were erected and the army remained until the 30th of December.
General Early moved down the valley to Cedar Creek imme-
diately after Sheridan left that position, and sent his cavalry
down to our lines to discover our strength and position. After
hard fighting Lis cavalry fell back to Cedar Creek, and he with-
drew his whole force to the south of the creek—and the next
day was found by our cavalry beyond Fisher's Hill. Powell's
Division pursued part of the rebel cavalry into Luray Valley,
and took from them two more cannon.
The Sixth and Eighth Corps were sent away from the valley
in December, and towards the close of the month, our cavalry
having gone eighty miles up the valley and found no rebels in
force nearer than Staunton, where there were three bi-igades, Gen.
Sheridan moved the Nineteenth Corps and the Cavalry Corps
back to the terminus of the railroad, between Winchester and
Charlestown—where at the close of the year they began to go
into Winter quarters.
After Capt. Ripley was taken, the command of the Fourteenth
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Regiment fell upon Capt. Marston, who was wounded in the arm
that day but continued on the field and detained command of the
regiment until the middle of December, when Capt. Tolman was
promoted to be Major and assumed command. On the 29th of
December, Carroll D. Wright, recently promoted to be Colonel,
took command. Col. Wright was previously Adjutant of the
regiment, and since July 1st, has been Acting Assistant Adjutant
General upon the Brigade Staff, where his efficiency and military
ability pointed him out as well-fitted to command the regiment.
The Fourteenth Regiment has lost by death about two hundred
men and officers. Sixty-five of these have fallen in battle or died
of tlicir wounds. The remainder have sunk under disease brought
on in the discharge of their duty, in the unhealthy climate in
which they have campaigned. Many have been discharged from
the service on account of physical disability, produced by similar
causes. Therefore, although several hundred recruits have been
received since the organization of ihe regiment, the roils at pres-
ent contain only about eight hundred men, one hundred and fifty
less than at first, of whom about two hundred are still in hospital
with sickness or wounds.
The regiment has suffered the loss of many valuable officers.
Col. Gardiner died of his wounds three weeks after the battle of
the Opcquan—an irreparable loss to the service and the State.
(
See Biographical Sketches. ) Captains Chaffin and Fosgate,
Lieutenants Fisk and Paul, Colburn, Webster and Stone,—good
men and true, and some of them young men of great promise, all
laid down their lives bravely upon that field, or died of wounds
there received. Capt. Chandler, Lieutenants Pillsbury and Snell,
and Assistant Surgeon Weeks, have died of disease brought on
by the exposures and labors of the service.
Rev. E. T. Rowe, who went out with the regiment as its Chap-
lain, was obliged by continued ill-health to resign in the Summer
of 1863, after faithful devotion to the duties of his office as long
as his strength permitted.
The limits of the present paper do not permit such extended
notice of individuals as their merits demand of a grateful State;
but they will not be forgotten.
Other valuable officers have been lost to the regiment, though
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not all <o the service, by promotion to other commands. Capt.
Solon A. Carter, an excellent officer and much regretted, has been
since July, 18G4, Assistant Adjutant General on the staff of Gen.
Hinks, commanding a Colored Division in the Army of the James.
Two officers of great excellence presented themselves to Gen.
Casey's Board in the Summer of 1863, for examination for com-
missions in colored regiments. They were Major Samuel A. Dun-
can and First Lieutenant Stark Fellows. Both passed the Board
as Colonel, the first who had passed to that grade in a number of
hundreds examined—and were soon commissioned to new regi-
ments, very much regretted and respected in the regiment they
had left.
Col. Fellows died of yellow fever in April, 18G4, where he
"was in command of Fort Taylor, leaving an enviable reputation
in the service wliihc he had honored by his conduct since he first
entered it. His monument is in the fine regiment which he alone
organized, and had commanded with great credit under all circum-
stances until his mortal sickness.
Col. Duncan was appointed to the Sixth United State Colored
Troops,and went, to Yorktown with his regiment, where they early
gained a good name. Since Butler landed at City Point in May,
1864, Col. Duncan has been in command of a brigade, and on
several occasions has distinguished himself by his gallantry, and
by the whole course of his command has gained the approbation
of his superior officers. On the 29th of September, he was
wounded in the bloody battle north of the James, and vras brevettcd
Brigadier General for his gallant conduct on that day.
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FIFTEENTH INFANTRY.
[The following history was kindly furnished by E. E. Pinkham, Adjutant, Fif-
teenth Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers.]
The Fifteenth Regiment New Hampshire Yolnnteers was raised
under the call of the President of the United States for tljree
hundred thousand nine months' men.
Two companies; A and B, also portions of companies E and F,
arrived at Camp Colby at Concord, October 2d, 1862, the re-
maining companies followed soon after.
The position of the several companies in order of battle was
according to the rank of captains, as follows
:
Co. A, first on the right
;
Co. H, second on the right
;
Co. D, third on the right
j
Co. I, fourth on the right;
Co. G, fifth on the right
;
Co. E, sixth on the right
;
Co. K, seventh on the right
Co. F, eighth on the right
j
Co. C, ninth on the right
j
Co. B, tenth on the left.
The Captains ranked as follows
:
Senior Captain, John Aldrichj
Second Captain, John W. Ela;
Third Captain, Lewis W. Osgood;
Fourth Captain, Jonathan H. Johnson
}
Fifth Captain, Benjamin F. Hall
j
Sixth Captain, Jacob H. Sanborn
;
Seventh Captain, Moses Lang
;
Eighth Captain, William E. Stearns
;
Ninth Captain, George B. Pinkham
5
Tenth Captain, William Gordon,
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The regiment was formally mustered into the United States
service by Capt, C. Holmes, Seventeenth United States Infantry,
in the State House Yard, November 12th, 1862, at which time
the colors were presented by Governor Berry, Col. Kingman
responding.
On the morning of the 13th of November, Col Kingman hav-
ing orders to proceed with his command to New York and report
to Major General N. P. Banks, the regiment broke camp,
marched to the railroad depot, and at 8 o'clock, a. m., left on a
special train for New York via Worcester and Norwich. Arriv-
ing at Allyn's Point about 7, p. m., went on board the Steamer
" City of New York " and reached New York early the next
morning (November 14th.) Proceeded to the Park Barracks at
8 1-2 o'clock, A. M., where rations were furnished. At 4 o'clock,
p. M., the line of march was taken up for Union Race Course, Ja-
maica, Long Island, distant nine miles. Arriving there at 8 1-2
o'clock, P. M., the officers and men found themselves obliged to
seek quarters for the night upon the seats occupied by the spec*
tators at the races, as the tents which were to have been sent in
advance of the regiment had not arrived. The next day shelter
tents were furnished, these though better than no tents, afforded
but a poor protection against the storm of this day, and the cold
weather, and the men suffered extremely. The 17 th, their hearts
were gladdened by the arrival of A tents.
This encampment was designated Camp N. P. Banks, and was
under the command of Col. T. E. Chickering, Forty-first Regi-
ment Massachusetts Volunteers. Here the regiment remained
whilst the details of the secret expedition, of which it was to
form a part, were completed.
The following officers were detailed from the regiment : Lieut.
W. T. Larkin, Co. K, for the signal service ; Lieuts. Alva M. Kim-
ball, Co. I, and W. M. Durgin, Co. D, detailed to act as commis-
saries of subsistence during the voyage. Sergt. Arthur L. Mer-
rick was appointed color bearer. The following named Corporals
were designated color guard : Henry W. Howland, Co. C ; John
Graham, Co. E ; William B. Chadwick, Co. D ; Thomas Dunlap,
Co. F ; Hiram Hook, Co. G ; Charles McGregor, Co. H ; Daniel
C. Hussey, Co. I.
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Sunday November 30th, four companies, A, D, H and I, under
command of Lieut-Col. Frost, accompanied by Assistant Surgeon
Towle and Sergt.-Major Wallingford, left camp and marched to
Brooklyn to embark on board the little propeller J. S. Green.
On arrival at the vessel Col. Frost deeming the boat too small
for the accommodation of so large a number of men, protested
against placing his whole command on board, and remonstrated
with the embarking officer who seemed bent on sending the whole
number on an unknown voyage in the vessel, whether the capacity
was sufficient or not. After twenty-four hours' delay the matter
was compromised by embarking Companies A and D, and twenty
men from Company H. The men from Company H, being under
command of Lieut. Perkins. The remainder of the detachment
rejoined the regiment at camp.
Subsequent events proved that the boat was filled to its utmost
capacity. It was built to run on the Delaware and Chesapeake
Canal and the river, and was never intended for open-sea naviga-
tion. Sailed from New York, December 3d, and the voyage was
uncommonly pleasant until within a day's sail of Ship Island,
when, on the night of December 15th, a violent norther peculiar
to the Gulf came on, rendering the little craft unmanagable. The
tiller and steering apparatus completely gave way, and, drifting
wholly at the mercy of the waves, it was only by the utmost ex-
ertions of the boat's officers and crew that the vessel was kept
afloat until the gale subsided, which fortunately occurred in a few
hours. Making Ship Island the next day, orders were received
to go to New Orleans ; arrived there December 18th, disembarked
at Carrollton, December 19th.
On Wednesday, December 3d, the rest of the regiment under
command of Col. Kingman, struck their tents and marched to
Brooklyn City Armory, where they remained during the night.
The next day companies E, G, I, and the remainder of Co. H,
embarked on board the propellor Prometheus. This detachment
was commanded by Col. Kingman and was accompanied by the
Adjutant, Quartermaster, Surgeon and Chaplain. Sailed Decem-
ber 5th, and reached Fortress Monroe after a rough passage,
December 8th, at 2 o'clock, a. m. Made Hilton Head where a
supply of coal was taken, December 13 th. Arrived at Ship Island
29
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December 21st, at 3 o'clock, r. m., proceeded immediately to New
Orleans, thence to CarroUton, where they disembarked December
22d, and encamped on Shell Road, joining the detachment already
arrived.
Companies B, C, F and K, under command of Major Blair re-
mained at the Armory at Brooklyn until December 13Lh, when
they sailed on the Steamer Cambria, a staunch and swift iron
vessel with four water tight compartments, built on the Clyde
and intended for Scottish Waters, but having been devoted to
the purposes of the rebellion, was captured off Charleston, S. C,
by one of Uncle Sam's cruisers while attempting to run the block-
ade. Before crossing the Bahama Banks several days of rough
weather were experienced, but the good ship out-rode the storms
and was safely moored at Key West, when the supply of coal
was replenished. Sailed thence to Ship Island where orders
were received to go to New Orleans. Arrived there on Christ-
mas about 9 o'clock, p. m. ; the next day landed at CarroUton.
The regiment was now united again and encamped on the Shell
Road about one half mile from the river. This encampment was
called Camp Mansfield, and included several regiments, under the
command of the senior Colonel. Col. Kingman commanded the
post until the arrival of the One Hundred and Sixty-second New
York Volunteers when Col. Littlejohn of that regiment, ranking,
assumed the position.
The location of the camp was low and near the swamps, and
the frequent rains soaked the ground so that oftentimes tlie mud
was very deep, rendering the situation very unpleasant. The
22d of the month, however, the condition of affairs was somewhat
bettered by removing camp a short distance to dryer ground.
January 7th, the old Belgian muskets, furnished the regiment
at Concord, were exchanged for Enfield Rifles. Januarj'- 8th,
companies B, Capt. Ela, and C, Capt. Lang, were detached for
Provost Guard duty about CarroUton and encamped on some
vacant lots near the market. Capt. Ela was appointed Captain
of the Guard and Deputy Provost Marshal, with Headquarters at
an Engine House near the centre of the town. The duties de-
volving on these companies were to preserve order in CarroUton
and vicinity ; to guard the government stores and to do picket
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duty on the river below the parapet, which was about two miles
above Carrollton.
On the 23d, the troops at Camp Mansfield marched seven
miles on the Shell Road, equipped in heavy marching order.
The regiment having been assigned to the First Brigade, Second
Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, and ordered to remove to Camp
Parapet, distant about two and a half miles from Carrollton.
January 28th, left Camp Mansfield and pitched tents at the Par-
apet. The brigade was composed of the Sixth Regiment Michi-
gan Volunteers, One Hundred and Twenty-eighth Regiment New
York Volunteers, Fifteenth Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers
and Twenty-sixth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, and was
commanded by Brig. Gen. Neal Dow. The two regiments first
named were three years' troops, the two last nine months' men.
Brigadier General T. W. Sherman commanded the division.
Up to this time though there had been considerable sickness in
the regiment, the losses by death had been small. The reports
to Feb. 1st, show a loss of two commissioned officers. Surgeon
Hall resigned on account of ill health, and Lieut. Kimball acting
commissary of the regiment, also resigned.
February 2d, the brigade was reviewed by Gen. Dow. The
6th, Quartermaster Moody was detailed as Acting Brigade Quar-
termaster. The 11th, First Lieut. Thomas Cogswell, Jr., Co. A,
was detailed as Acting A. D. C, on Gen. Dow's staff. The 26th,
Capt. George E. Pinkham, Co. I, was detailed to take charge of
some paroled prisoners of the Eighth United States Infantry and
acted in this capacity until March 13th. The 26th, Lieut. Moody
was relieved from duty as Acting Brigade Quartermaster, and re-
sumed his duties with the regiment.
March 1st, Lieut. Woodbury M. Durgin was appointed acting
commissary of the regiment. March 5th, the medical director of
Gen. Sherman's Division in his report of his visit to the various
hospitals and regiments of the command, speaks of the " Fifteenth
New Hampshire as rapidly improving, officers and men becoming
very much interested in improving their camp." The 8th, Dr.
Horsch, the surgeon commissioned to fill the vacancy caused by
the resignation of Dr. Hall, arrived, and Lieut. Cogswell, Acting
A. D. C, on Gen. Dow's staff", was at his own request relieved
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from further duty as such and returned to company. The 9th,
the brigade marched to New Orleans and passed in review before
Gen. Sherman. The 15th, received orders to be ready at a mo-
ment's notice to embark for Baton Rouge. The IGth, Assistant
Surgeon Towle was detailed for duty at U. S. Barracks at New
Orleans. The 20th, Chaplain Wheelock was detailed as Deputy
Superintendent of negi'o labor, by S. 0., No. 78, Head Quarters
Department of the Gulf.
The following extracts are taken from a report of the regiment
made by the Acting Assistant Inspector General of the command
:
* * * * -jf-
Drill good, many of the manoeuvres in the school of the bat-
talion were executed with promptness and credit to officers and
men.
^ * * * *
REMARKS.
The Colonel of this regiment is sick. The vacancy in the
office of Lieutenant Colonel has not been filled. The Major ex-
hibits commendable efficiency and zeal in the conduct of the
regiment.
* * * * *
April 9th, Lieut. Moody was again detailed Acting Brigade
Quartermaster. The 11th, Assistant Surgeon Janvrin was or-
dered in connection with his other duties, to attend the morning
call of Co. D, Twelfth Maine Volunteers, and the sick of said
company were provided for in the hospital of this regiment.
The 21st, companies B and C, were returned to the regiment and
Co. K, Capt. Hall, was detailed to take their place. The 24th
the regiment received orders to be in readiness to move at a rao-,
ment's notice during the next twenty-four hours, with two days
cooked rations. The 25th, Co. F, Capt. Gordon, was sent to
join Co. K. The 30th, Lieut. John B. Hendley was appointed
Acting Regimental Quartermaster.
Col. Kingman and Lieut. Col. Blair were both sick from April
1st, to May 13th, during which time the command devolved upon
Major Aldrich, who shew himself fitted for the task, and sus-
tained the discipline and drill with vigor.
May 19th, received orders to be in readiness to embark at a
moment's notice for Baton Rouge, supplied with ton days rations.
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Embarked on board the Steamer United States the 20tli, sailed
on the morning of the 21st, with twenty-six officers and five hun-
dred and forty enlisted men for duty. The whole number of
companies were with the regiment, Companies F and K, having
been relieved from duty at CarroUton. Arrived at Springfield
Landing at 1 o'clock, p. m., on the 22d. The brigade marched
ten miles on the Clinton Road and encamped for the night at
Beulah Plains. On the 23d, were joined by the Second Brigade
of the division ; moved cautiously through the woods, with fl-e-
quent halts, two and a half miles towards Port Hudson, formed
in line of battle, then advanced a short distance and halted for
the night. During the night there was a very heavy shower and
but very few escaped a thorough drenching. Sunday the 24th,
again moved towards the* rebel works expecting to encounter a
rebel force at some earthworks about two miles from their main
line of defences, but found them abandoned ; halted here in line
of battle. Companies D and E, were ordered to the front in
support of the picket line which was advanced to within one
thousand yards of the enemy's defensive works. These consisted
of a parapet seven miles in length, extending from the river be-
low Port Hudson to a bayou above, with outer works commanding
all avenues of approach ; and a heavy growth of timber had been
fallen for the distance of one half a mile from the parapet.
These works were held by upwards of eight thousand men and their
position was worth at least twenty thousand more. Major Gen.
Gardiner, formerly of the regular army and said to have been
considered the best disciplinarian among the rebel brigadiers be-
fore his promotion to his present rank, was in command of the
place. On the morning of the 25th of May, the Nineteenth
Army Corps lay before this rebel stronghold. On the extreme
right was the division of Gen. Weitzel, an officer held in high
esteem for his fighting qualities. On the right centre, the divi-
sion of Gen. Grover, formerly distinguished as the commander of
a brigade in '' Hooker's Division " in the Peninsular campaign.
On the left centre, the division of Gen. Augur, known for his
good conduct at Cedar Mountain, and the friend of Geu. Banks.
On the extreme left, the division of Gen. Sherman, famous as
commander of Sherman's Battery during the Mexican War. The
whole under command of Major Gen. Banks.
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Gen. Sherman's division consisted of two brigades, Gen. Dow's
and Gen. Nicholson's ; each brigade numbered about twelve hun-
dred men. Gen. Dow had the right of the division and Gen.
Nicholson, the left.
May 25th, Companies D and E, were relieved. May 26th,
four companies from the Fifteenth with detachments from other
regiments went to the front to burn some buildings that were oc-
cupied by the rebels; the purpose was accomplished without loss
to our regiment. At 6 o'clock, p. m., four companies A, D, E and
K, under Major Aldrich, were ordered to the front to support the
pickets.
May 27th, an assault was ordered along the whole line; the
four companies under Major Aldrich thrown out on the flanks as
sharpshooters and skirmishers did gc5od execution in picking off
the rebel artillery men. The other six companies formed part of
the assaulting column of the brigade, commanded by Gen. Dow,
and led by Generals Sherman and Dow. The brigade covered
the south end of the eastern portion of the enemy's works, and
lay in line of battle about three-fourths of a mile from the enemy.
The intervening distance was level. Just in front was a long
dense belt of woods some sixty rods in depth; then an opening
of some forty rods in width and one hundred and fifty in length
from right to left ; then woods again, between this opening and
the enemy. There was a large gap in the woods of some forty
rods in width, leading direct from this cleared ground to a broad
level space, on the further side of which was the earth bank of
the enemy. The distance from the line of trees nearest the reb-
els to their works was about eighty rods or one fourth of a mile.
On the right of this front is a deep ravine with steep, irregular
sides running direct to the enemy's works, forming a right angle
at the point of intersection. South of the east end of this gorge,
in the north east corner of the clearing next the enemy, wa-j the
former residence of a planter named Slaughter, with tlie outbuild-
ings. Behind the house, which was surrounded by substantial
fences, was a spur of the forest. Between the house and the
enemy's works lay the plantation itself. At 1 o'clock, p. m., the
brigade was drawn up in the first clearing in front of its position,
behind this spur of the forest. Between it and the enemy, were,
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first the trees, second the fences around Slaughter's house, of
which there were four about six rods apart, then the plantation,
on the right the ravine already spoken of. Nearest the woods
was the Sixth Michigan in line of battle, four rods in the rear
was the Twenty-sixth Connecticut, about the same distance in rear
of the Connecticut troops came the Fifteenth New Hampshire,
then the One Hundred and Twenty-eighth New York. On the
extreme left were several batteries of artillery which played
through the gap in the woods upon the rebel works. The fore-
noon had been passed in sharp skirmishing along the whole
length of the lines, the light troops covering themselves with
stumps, bushes and every thing that afforded shelter had pushed
in many places nearly up to the rebel works. For two days the
enemy dared not show himself outside his defences. The air
was filled with minie balls, cannon shot and shell, which however,
did but little damage to either side. About 1 o'clock, p. m., the
artillery opened in earnest and for one half hour thundered upon
the enemy. Huge volumes of smoke enveloped the batteries
concealing the gunners, rose in clouds and settled densely upon
the whole field. The fire was tremendous and the enemy replied
with an incessant shower of every conceivable missile; fortu-
nately most of his fire passed over the brigade as it stood in col-
umn of regiments awaiting the word to advance ; then a confused
noise was heard on the left, and soon a long train of wagons
drawn by mules, loaded with bags of cotton, boards and long
poles for bridging the ditch, and escorted by three hundred ne-
groes, burst through the smoke and hurried to the front. Often
a mule would fall in the harness and detain the whole column for
a moment, but on they hurried amid the cries of wounded men,
the moans of brutes, curses, and the explosion of cannon. At length
they passed. The brigade was still erect, expectant, silent and
ready. Suddenly the artillery ceased, the smoke lifted, " Forward !
"
shouted Gen. Sherman—"Forward!" repeated Gen. Dow, and
the brigade was in motion. In a moment the command was,
" Double Quick." The enemy's fire was now terribly deadly. The
artillery which had screened the brigade by the volume of smoke
was silent, and gave the enemy opportunity of accurate aim.
Passing through the scattering trees, over the four parallel fences
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by Slaughter's house, while the men fell like the falling grain,
the brigade was in the open ground. Here they were obliged to
halt and endeavor to correct the alignment which was oecessarily
disordered in passing through the woods and over the fences.
The confusion was inextricable. The fire of the enemy now con-
centrated upon the dense column of the brigade, murderous and
overwhelming. The brigade melted away. Order could no more
be restored than from chaos and the attempt was abandoned.
The bravest hurried to tlie front, the cowards to the rear, the
whole knew not what to do ; to retreat was unthought of, and
finally the whole brigade was swept away to the right and went
into the ravine. Those in extreme advance— and the Fifteenth
was largely represented there—seeing their support disappear,
leaped into the gorge themselves while their officers hurried back
to arouse the middle and rear. Gen. Dow had been wounded
and carried from the field. There was no possibility of reform-
ing the brigade ; nothing could be done but to push on, surmount
the parapet if possible and attack the enemy in his teeth. Once
more the men rallied and hurried forward at double quick, and
getting in perfect range, the enemy opened his fire, concentrated
from more than a mile of his works, direct upon them, his num-
bers were at least equal to theirs. However they pressed on.
The affair was most bloody. Shells bursting in all directions,
bullets in showers. Solid shot tear up the ground. The air is
pregnant with death. The wounded are mute. They are still
as the dead. Lieut. Col. Blair had charge of the advance, as he
started the second time he asked Gen. Sherman for instructions.
"Lead them ahead, straight ahead, dead on the enemy's works,*'
were the orders he received. The advance proved unsuccessful.
The advance was obliged to fall back to the ravine in order to
reform. Gen. Sherman having been fatally wounded was taken
from the field by men of the Fifteenth. The command then fell
upon Col. Cowles, One Hundred and Twenty-eighth New York,
Col. Clark of the Sixth Michigan being already wounded. Again
the men rallied, with loud huzzas advanced a k\v rods—the col-
umn wavered, the rear fell out; Col. Cowles ordered a retreat
and fell mortally wounded about forty rods outside the enemy's
works. The column disappeared in the ravine again. The brig-
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ade was scattered over the field wlierc it fell, or lying in the ra-
vine from the point of the first repulse to that occupied by the
extreme advance, a distance of some forty rods. There was one
more attempt to gain the works. A common soldier came march-
ing along alone, leading a white war horse with his right hand
and waving the stars and stripes with his left, and calling upon
his discouraged comrades to rally, and rally they did. It was a
stirring sight to witness. The bank of the ravine was instantly
alive with soldiers, the parapet was ablaze again, and the men
fell fearfully fast, still they pressed on. The centre and rear of
the column did not waver. The advance hurried forward, was
nearing the parapet, it was not ten rods off; here Lieut. Colonel
Blair fell, severely wounded in the arm; the brave fellow with
the white horse pressed forward a few steps beyond and fell,
blood streaming from his mouth. The men who had rushed for-
ward had nearly all fallen, and with this ended the fight. At
night-fall the troops were withdrawn. The attempt to storm
Port Hudson had failed along the whole line. The loss had been
heavy. It was estimated that the corps had lost one fourth of
its fighting men including a great portion of the best material.
The enemy was encouraged and the result of the siege rendered
doubtful.
The Fifteenth on leaving the field, occupied a position in a
clearing about nine hundred yards from the parapet, which posi-
tion it retained until May 29th, when it moved a short distance
to the right into the woods. From this time to June 13th, though
there was no general engagement, the regiment had a large amount
of work to do, being continually called upon to furnish details
for sharpshooters, pickets, fatigue parties and skirmishers, usu-
ally having two companies on duty as pickets, and four supporting
batteries. May 28th, the dead of the division were collected
under a flag of truce and buried.
June 3d, Col. Kingman was placed under arrest, by order of
Gen. Dwight, who was in command of the Second Division, in
place of Gen. Sherman, wounded May 27th, so badly that he had
to suffer amputation of the leg. The cause of Col. Kingman's
arrest was not officially made public, but it was supposed to have
been prompted by some officer who had heard him make remarks
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which were taken as criticisms on the manner in which the opera-
tions of the siege were conducted. The order required Col. King-
man to report to the commandant at Baton Rouge who would assign
quarters and limits. The Colonel did no more duty with the
regiment, being kept under arrest mitil the day after it left for
home, when he was ordered to rejoin his command.
From the 3d to the 14th of June, the work of the regiment
was exceedingly hard, large details being constantly on duty day
and night throwing up earthworks, building magazines, mounting
guns, digging rifle-pits, supporting batteries and as pickets, usually
under fire. Juno 13th, fifty men from this regiment under Lieuts.
Seavey and Perkins, of Co. 11, with the same number from the
Twenty-sixth Connecticut, making one hundred men in all, under
command of Lieut. Seavey made a demonstration against the ene-
my's works. Before advancing they were addressed by Colonel
Clark, commanding the brigade, who told them that if there was
a man among them who feared to die, he then had an opportunity
to honorably retire, but that they must choose then or not at all.
Not a man of the Fifteenth left the ranks. One only of the
Twenty-sixth Connecticut. They were then deployed as skirm-
ishers and ordered to advance across the scene of the late battle,
coolly and steadily toward the rebel parapet, up to it, and over
it. They obeyed their instructions until many of them had fallen,
when, for some unaccountable reason not being supported, they
laid down, and, covering themselves as they could, fought away
until after dark. There never was a braver act than the charge
of that line of skirmishers. The rebels were struck with admi-
ration, and after they were well up, issued orders to kill no more
of such brave fellows, but by a sally to endeavor to capture them.
But for this forbearance of the enemy probably not a man could
have escaped. The object of this movement seemed to have been
to deceive the enemy as to the point of attack intended for the
general engagement of the next day, Sunday, June 14th. The
loss of the regiment in this affair was thirteen killed and wounded,
or more than one-fourth of the number engaged. Saturday night
the commanders of regiments were summoned to the Division
Headquarters, to learn their respective parts in the plan of action
for the following day.
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At 1 o'clock, Sunday morning, the men were aroused, the out-
posts called in, a hasty breakfast of hot coffee and hard tack
was served and the command marched six miles by a circuitous
route to a position near the river, from which point the charge
was to be made. Soon after sunrise the Fifteenth commanded
by Lieut. Col. Blair, followed by the Twenty-sixth Connecticut,
marched up the road by the right flank to within seven hundred
yards of the rebel works. Here formed in line of battle and
advanced about four hundred yards under a heavy artillery fire,
when suddenly a concealed ravine 'filled with fallen timbers, under
brush and briar vines, was discovered. It was impassable. There
was no path to the right or the left. There was a halt for a mo-
ment under a sharp fire too high to do much damage to the Fif-
teenth, but passing over did terrible execution in the Twenty-sixth
Connecticut. Then the regiments plunged into the gorge. In
ten minutes not a man of the attacking column was to be seen
on the level plain, all were making strenuous exertions to force
their way through the ravine. Some struggled through and came
up on the other side, but to no purpose. Nothing could be done.
The division remained there during the day, intensely tortured
by heat, hunger and thirst. The enemy's artillery and a portion
of their rifle-pits enfiladed the valley, but the dense under brush
concealed the men, so that but little harm was done. At night-
fall the command was withdrawn. The Fifteenth was formed at
the point whence the charge was made in the morning, and imme-
diately took position about six hundred yards from the parapet, in
support of a battery of six pieces commanding a road by which it
was thought the rebels might, if satisfied they could hold their
works, no longer attempt to escape. The loss in the Fifteenth
this day was two commissioned officers, and twenty-four enlisted
men wounded. Lieut.-Col. Blair was hit by a minie ball on the
arm previously wounded. Besides those wounded, the regiment
at this time met with the loss of an officer, Capt. Johnson, who,
by his constant devotion to his duty had won the respect and
esteem of all. The last work performed by Capt. J. H. Johnson,
of Co. D, was to lead his company in the charge of the 14th of
June, and remain with his command during the day. On coming
off the field at night he was completely prostrated by continued
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exertion and the next day was taken to the division hospital.
The 19th of June, he was conveyed to the hospital at Baton Rouge,
where he lay very ill until August 4tli, when he left Baton Rouge
on the hospital steamer, St. Mary. Reached his home at Deer-
field, N. H., the 16th of the month, and died there October 14th,
of disease contracted in the United States service.
The regiment had now fully attained an honorable standing in
the army.
The following extracts are taken from the official report of the
engagement of the 14th of June, made by Col. T. S. Clark, com-
manding the brigade, to the division commander. Brigadier Gen-
eral D wight:
* * * * -Sf
"Agreeable to the orders received from the General command-
ing the division, I ordered the Sixth Michigan Yolunteers and
Fourteenth Maine Volunteers, to the extreoie left, for the purpose
of storming the enemy's works on the river, which I afterwards
found they could not accomplish, owing to the nature of the ground.
Returning to the Mount Pleasant Road, I deployed my skirmish-
ers, supporting them by the One Hundred and Twpnty-eighth New
York Volunteers, (Col. Smith commanding.) They were imme-
diately followed by the Fifteenth New Hamp>hire Volunteers and
the Twenty-sixth Connecticut Volunteers, whom I brought for-
ward by column of companies on the main road, but was com-
pelled to deploy, as the enemy was pouring into us a well di-
rected fire of shot and shell. As the field would not permit of
their being deployed but for a short distance, I was again obliged
to form them into column, by division, I mention the latter cir-
cumstances more particularly, as the several movements ordered,
were executed with alacrity, and with a coolness and precision
which is deserving of special praise.
* , * * * -jf
Bo,th officers and men conducted themselves in a manner worthy
of American soldiers. The nine months' men have demonstrated,
by their gallant conduct, that they can be relied on in any emer-
gency." *****
. Now began the hardest of the work, requiring every one to be
on the alert day and night. The picket line was extended lintil
FIFTEENTH REGIMENT. 161
it communicated "with the centre again. Under cover of night
strong batteries were erected opposite the three advanced works
of the enemy, and mortars and heavy artillery planted.
The rebel work next the river and the strongest of all their
works, had been christened the " Malakoff." While the Federal
batteries were being erected the rebels were not idle, though nei-
ther side molested the other, but were strengthening their works.
An enormous seventeen gun battery was erected opposite the
"Malakofi"." At length the work was completed and fire was
opened simultaneously from each side. For several days the
thunder of the. artillery was kept up, but, though the rebel guns
were dismounted and the rebel flag shot away several times and
finally not raised again, there was no breach made sufficient to
warrant an attempt at an assault.
June 26th, the regiment went into the rifle-pits in front of its
position, where it remained until the 30th of the month, when it
was ordered to a position near the river, from which an assault
had been ordered by Gen. D wight. At 10 o'clock, p. m., entered
a trench leading to the " Malakoff," and halted within two hundred
yards of the rebels, waiting for the order to charge. The Fif-
teenth was to leave the trench in the advance, by the right flank,
and attack the river side of the works, entering by the steps cut
for the rebel pickets to come out by. After waiting half an hour,
Gen. Dwight's order was countermanded by Gen. Banks. The
regiment remained in the trenches until the 3d of July, when it
was ordered to its former position in support of the batter}-.
On the 5th of July, again occupied the trenches. On the 6th,
were ordered to Springfield Landing, marched two miles and were
then ordered back to the battery position. At 11 o'clock, p. m.,
the same day, went into the rifle-pits and remained until 5 o'clock,
A. M., of the 7th, then resumed former position.
After the attempt to breach the enemy's citadel or " Malakofi","
before spoken of, another plan was resolved upon. Commencing
at the outworks close by the river a deep trench was dug in a
zigzag course, but in the general direction of the citadel. This
was about eight feet wide and sometimes of even greater depth,
so deep that troops could be thrown forward through the valley
without danger. The negro element was brought into requisition
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and gradually tliey dug tlicir way to the very base of the " Mala-
koff." Then commenced the ascent of the hill. The ditch was
dug very deep and the workmen were protected by sharpshooters
ranged along the edges of the bank made by the dirt thrown out.
The trench was kept constantly full of soldiers to repel any sally
that might be made to drive away the diggers. Slowly they as-
cended the hill and reached the rifle-pits of the enemy just out-
side their citadel. On each side the sharpshooters were within
two rods of each other, and woe be to him who exposed himself
miguardedly. Sand bags were piled up to protect the head and
person. Behind these stood the marksman always on the alert,
his rifle aimed through a slight crevice between the bales. Hav-
ing approached thus near, the work was continued by running
two saps or mines directly under the very centre of the cita lei.
The rebels suspecting all was not right com.nenced a counter-
work intending the two works to meet and thus prevent their
mound being blown up. During the digging of the mine, parties
were continually engaged in throwing hand grenades and occa-
sionally a lump of dirt, an old tin pan or a cartridge box and
finally pieces of impromptu poetry attached to some other object,
would come over. The mine was completed and fifteen hundred
pounds of powder ready to be deposited in such a manner as to
have lifted an acre of earth to the sky—the nature of the soil
favoring such operations. Similar operations were going on at
other points along the line, and by the 6th of July, the prepara-
tions were complete. The army was nerving itself for another
charge, which was to be made during the confusion occasioned
by the exploding of the mines, feeling confident that, if once
within the works, they could easily take care of the garrison.
Gen. Banks personally inspected the works and seemed full of
confidence. Rebel deserters reported the garrison as having lost
confidence and that they had been living on mule meat over a
week. The Union troops were elated and hopeful.
On the night of the 7th of July a messenger reached General
Banks' headquarters from General Grant, with news of the fall
of Vicksburg. Early the next morning the cheering along the
lines announced that the fact was known to the army. The rebel
soldiers raised their heads in astonishment, but they were not
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long ill doubt as to the cause of the rejoicing. Soon General
Gardner sent a coiVimunication, under a flag of truce, to General
Banks, inquiring if the report was true. On receipt of General
Banks' reply, commissioners were appointed to arrange terms of
surrender. An unconditional surrender was demanded, and re-
luctantly complied with. Afterwards General Banks restored to
the officers their side arms, servants and private property. The
next day, July 9th, the garrison, of over six thousand men, with
its arms, ammunition, &c., formally surrendered. Brigadier-Gen-
eral Andrews, cliief of stafl', who represented General Banks on
the occasion, received the sword of General Gardner which he
immediately returned.
On the 10th of July the regiment moved into Port Hudson for
picket duty, but returned the same day at 3 o'clock, p. m. On
the 11th, the regiment was transferred to the second brigade,
third division. Colonel Fearing, Eighth Regiment New Hampshire
Volunteers, commanding the brigade, and marched seven miles
along the Clinton Road where it remained doing picket duty un-
til the 18th of the month, when it moved inside the works and
was attached to the second brigade, United States Forces, Port
Hudson, under command of Colonel E. D. Johnson. July 25th,
Lieut. W. T. Larkin, company K, was detailed for special service
by order of Brigadier-General Andrews, commanding United
States Forces in Port Hudson. This day the regiment turned
over all ordnance and camp stores, and the next day, July 26th,
embarked on the steamer City of Madison, for Cairo, 111. The
regiment reached Cairo", August 3rd, and was transferred to
freight cars without seats, and left by railroad for Chicago, ar-
riving there August 5th. From Chicago, the journey was made
in passenger cars. At very many places along the route the
people furnished the regiment with excellent collations, so that
though worn and weary, the men did not want for tempting
viands. At Buffalo, New York, especially was the reception
most gratifying. Large tables were spread in the spacious de-
pot, with an abundance of substantial food and everything a
whole-souled, generous-hearted people could do to alleviate the
sufferings of the sick (there were many such) was done.
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The regiment arrived at Concord, New Hampshire, at 8 o'clock,
A. M., August 8th; was furloughcd until the 11th, and mustered
out and paid off the 13th of August, 1863. From the 31st of
July to the date of muster out, sixteen men died.
Nearly fifty of the men who were reported sick when the regi-
ment started for home, grew worse and had to be left at various
hospitals on the way, and when the regiment was mustered out
of service, though there were thirty-nine officers and seven hun-
dred and two enlisted men whose names were borne on the rolls,
less than thirty officers and not four hundred and fifty enlisted
men were fit for duty. The seige of Port Hudson and the climate
of Louisiana, had thus sadly thinned the ranks.
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FIRST LIGHT BATTERY.
The First New Hampshire Light Battery was recruited in the
city of Manchester, by Lieuts. P. M. Edgell and E, H. Hobbs,
during the month of August, 1861, and was mustered into the
service of the United States, on the twenty-sixth day of Septem-
ber following. On the thirty-first of October the company pro-
ceeded to Washington completely armed and equipped as a six
gun battery, where it remained for one week in the Camp of In-
struction. It was then assigned to the First Division of the
Army of the Potomac, Major General McDowell, commanding,
and moved from thence to Munsou's Hill, Virginia. In the
advance upon Manassas, March 10, 1862, the Battery marched
with its Division, accompanying that portion of the forces, which,
under General Augur, occupied the City of Fredericksburg, Va.,
on the 18th of April, 1862. Upon the advance of McDowell's
Corps toward Richmond, on the 25th of May following, the Bat-
tery had performed one day's march, when it was ordered with
its Division to the relief of Gen. Banks, in the Shenandoah Val-
ley, and made a forced march to Thoroughfare Gap. On the 15th
of June, it returned to Fredericksburg.
On the 5th of August, following, one section of this organiza-
tion, under Lieut. Edgell, accompanied a reconnoissance under
the command of* Col. (now Brig. General) Cutler of the Sixth
Wisconsin Volunteers, which proceeded rapidly to Prederickshall
station, on the Virginia Central Railroad, destroyed a portion of
the road and much public property, and returned on the 8th
without loss.
The other sections of the Battery, under Capt. Gerrish, accom-
panied Brig. Gen. Gibbon on a reconnoissance towards Bowling
Green, and aft5r some skirmishing with the enemy's cavalry at
Thornburg, also returned safely to Fredericksburg on the 8th.
On the following day it marched with its Division to join Gen.
Pope at Culpepper Court House, and arrived at Cedar Mountain
on the 11th of August, two days after the battle at that place.
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On the retreat of Gen. Pope's command, the Battery was en-
gaged with the enemy at Rappahannock station on the 22d of
August, and at Sulphur Springs on the 26th of the same month,
and reached the battle-ground at Bull Run on the 29th. Towards
evening of the same day, a reconnoitering force consisting of the
Brigade of Gen. Hatch, the First N. H. Battery, and a few cav-
alry troops, was sent down the Warrenton road ; met the enemy
in force near Groveton, and after a short but severe engagement
was repulsed. The Battery lost in this action two men killed
;
Lieut. Wadleigh and several men severely wounded ; Capt. Ger-
rish and ten men taken prisoners, and one gun captured by ^
the enemy. On tlie following day it was again engaged, but
without further loss, and retired with its Division during the
nighfe to Centreville, and finally to Upton's Hill, Ya., near Wash-
ington.
The Battery having been recruited, made a tedious march
through Maryland and was engaged in action at Antictam on the
17th of September, serving in the Corps of Gen. Hooker. The
New Hampshire Battery commenced the action on the extreme
right at daylight on the morning of the ITth, and rendered
efficient service in different parts of the field during the entire
day. It sustained but slight loss, having only three men wounded
and a few horses killed and disabled.
When, late in October 1862, the army again crossed the Poto-
mac at Berlin, the Battery was detached from its Division
and ordered to the assistance of Gen. Pleasanton, who with his
Brigade of Cavalry was in advance of tlie army. It joined that
command at Philomont, on the 2d of November, 1862. During
that day and the next, it followed the retreating enemy closely,
and was repeatedly engaged but without loss. On the evening
of the 3d, when the enemy was forced from his last position near
Upperville, and driven through Ashby's Gap, the Battery was
ordered to remain at the former place and rejoin its Division^
which arrived on the 5th instant.
Capt. Gerrish and Lieut. Wadleigh, now rejoined the Battery
which proceeded to Brooks's station, near Aquia Creek, Va. In
December following, it took active part in the attack upon Fred-
ericksburg. It crossed the river on the 12th, and immediatelj
628 ADJUTANT general's REPORT.
became engaged, and remained in position during the night. On
the morning of the 13th; it moved to its position in line of battle,
which was on the extreme left of Reynold's Corps of Franklin's
Grand Division. IJcre it soon became engaged with the Batte-
ries of the enemy, and continued fighting until dark. On this
day it lost three men killed, fifteen Avounded, and about twenty
horses killed and disabled, with considerable damage to car-
riages. Capt. Gerrish, then acting Chief of Artillery of First
Division, was wounded early in the action and taken from the
field. The Battery rema'ned at this locality until the night of
the 15th, when it was ordered to cross the river and take position to
cover tiie withdrawal of the troops. A few days later it went
into winter quarters at Pratt's Landing, on Potomac Creek. On
the 20th of January, 1863, when the attempt was made by Gen.
Burnside to move to the fords of the Rappahannock, the Battery
marched to Beriah Church a distance of fifteen miles, during
one of the severest storms of the season, and over almost im-
passable roads. It returned to camp on the 23d, where it re-
mained during the Winter, as no further movements were attempted
for several months.
On the' 7th of March, 1863, Capt. Gcrrish being still disabled
by his wound, resigned his command. On the 28th of April, the
Battery moved with its corps toward the Rappahannock, below
Fredei'icksburg, and was there engaged with the enemy on the
29th and 3()th of April, and 2d of Ma}'. On that day it marched
with its Corps to the assistance of Gen. Hooker, at Chancellors-
ville, which place it reached early on the morning of the 3d, and
being assigned a position on the line of the Third Corps, was
again engaged on the 4th and 5th of May, sustaining but slight
loss. On the reorganization of the Artillery in May, 1863, the
N. H. Battery was transferred from the First Corps to the
Artillei'y Reserve. On the 4th of June following, it was assigned
the duty of guarding the passage of the Rappahannock, at United
States ford, which service it performed for several days.
On the 13th of June, the Battery marched with the Reserve
Artillery for Maryland, and when the hostile armies met at Get-
tysburg, it again took active part. Arriving on the field eaily on
the morning of July 2d, it was soon put in position on Cemetery
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Hill, wliicli post it maintained till noon of the 4t1i, doing excel-
lent service, especially in assisting to repel the furious assaults of
the enemy on the 3d. Although exposed for many houi's to a
destructive fire, it had but three men wounded, and sustained
only a small loss in horses and material. The Battery continued
to serve with the Reserve Artillery in the subsequent movements
of the Army, until the 15th of October, 18G3, when it was
assigned to the Third Army Corps, and joined that command at
Union Mills, on the same day. On the 7th of November, 1863,
it crossed the Rappahannock, with its Corps, at Kelley's ford,
and on the 8th, being with the advanced Division, was engaged
in a sharp skirmish with the enemy at Brandy Station. It also
took part in the movement across the Rapidan, late in November,
and was for a short time engaged with the enemy at Mine Run,
on the 30th. Subsequently it returned to Brandy Station, where
it went into winter quarters.
Upon the organization of the Army in the Spring of 1864, the
Battery was assigned to the Second Army Corps, Major General
Hancock commanding, and joined these forces at Stevensburg,
Virginia, on the 19th of April. When the grand army moved
towards Richmond, the Battery moved with its Corps, breaking
camp on the evening of May 3d, and crossing the Rapidan at
Ely's ford on the 4th. It first engaged with the enemy at the
battle of Wilderness, on tlie 6th of May. Together with the
Sixth Maine Battery, it was posted in one of the few places
a?Jcessible to our Artillery, and withstood the shock of the charg-
ing columns of Longstreet's Corps, and drove back the enemy
with severe loss, using nearly one hundred rounds of canister.
The only loss sustained by the Battery in this terrific fighting,
was a few horses killed and disabled. On the 8th, it marched to
the Po River, and was there engaged with the enemy on the 9th,
lv.th and 11th instants. At this battle one officer and two men
were severely wounded, and others slightly injured. Four or five
horses were here killed or disabled. At Spottsylvania, the New
Hampshire Battery again engaged in battle, fighting on the 14th
and 18th of May, without loss. On the 23d, it marched to
the North Anna River, and supported the advance of Birney's
Division, which succeeded in carrying the Bridge and in efiecting
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a crossing. On the following day, the Battery crossed the River
and remained until the withdrawal of the Corps on the 26th.
On the morning of the 27th, the Union forces moved southward^
and on the 28tli crossed the ramunkcy River and took position
at Sheldon's Cross Roads. The Battery fought here on the 30th
and 31st of May, and on the 1st of June; moved from tlience
to Cold Harbor and fought again on the 3d and 5th, having two
men wounded and two horses killed. It left Cold Harhor on the
12th of June, crossed the James River on the 15th, and on the
16th arrived before Petersburg, where it was immediately placed
in position for battle. During this and the succeeding four days
it was sharply engaged with the enemy, having two men severely
wounded. On the 20th, the Battery was relieved from duty at
the front, and placed in reserve. Up to June 30th, in the cam-
paign of that year, it had marched one hundred and fifty miles,
and been eighteen days engaged in action with the enemy.
During the month of July, 1864, the Battery remained in front
of Petersburg, occupying different positions on the line, without
any serious fighting until the 26th,- when it took part with Han-
cock's Corps in the rapid movement across the Appomattox and
James Rivers to Deep Bottom. Here, early on the morning of
the 27th, an action commenced and the Battery was soon ordered
to take position and engage a battery of the enem}', which was
greatly annoying our troops. This order was promptly obeyed,
and in less than thirty minutes the hostile battery was completely
silenced, its men driven from their guns, and one of his limbljrs
exploded. The only loss to the New Hampshire Battery was
two horses killed, and a caisson disabled by the enemy's shot.
On the night of the 29th, the Union command withdrew across
the James River, a.nd early on the morning of the 30th, were
again in front of Petersburg, and ready to take part in the
assault of that day, having marched over twenty miles during the
previous night. Nothing further of interest occurred to this organ-
ization until the 12th of August, when it was again put in motion
towards Deep Bottom. On arriving at Jones' Neck, it was placed
in reserve, and consequently did not take part in the action which
occurred here. On the 20th, it returned to Petersburg. The
following day the Battery was placed in Fort Morton, nearly
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{ opposite the centre of the mine which exploded on the 30th of
July, and remained in this position until the 30th of August, being
almost every day engaged with the enemy. During this time it lost
one man killed and two severely wounded by the enemy's sharp-
shooters. On the night of August 30th, it was withdrawn from Fort
Morton and placed in Fort Hell, where it remained till the 7th of
September. On the 24th of this month it was again placed on
the front line in Battery No. 13, where it remained until the 22d
of October, being almost constantly engaged with the enemy.
At this time it was withdrawn from the front and was in reserve
during the remainder of the month. From July 1, 1864, up to
this date, the Battery had been twenty" days engaged with the
enemy. On the 25 th of September, its original term of enlist-
ment expired, and fifty-nine men of the original number, who had
not reenlisted, were mustered out of service. Four officers were
also mustered out at the same time. The requisite number of
men remained for a four-gun battery, but on the 5th of November
following, by an order from the War Department, this organiza-
tion was transferred to the First Regiment of New Hampshire
Heavy Artillery, with the designation of Battery " M," but guar-
anteed to remain detached as a Light Battery in the field. Thus,
with a noble record, covering over three years of faithful and
distinguished services to the Nation, the First New Hampshire
Light Battery, as an independent organization, passed out of
existence ; but the recollection of its noble career will be proudly
cherished so long as we have a Government to love and to live
for.
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[The following history was furnished by John C. Jenness, First Lieutenant and
Adjutant First Regiment New Hampshire Volunteer Heavy Artillery.]
On the nth of April, 1863, Lieut. Col. Charles U. Long of
the Seventeenth New Hampshire Infantry—which regiment was
not mustered into the United States service—was commissioned
as Captain of the 1st Company (unattached) Heavy Artillery
New Hampshire Volunteers, to be raised under special authority
of the War Department for a garrison of the defences of Ports-
mouth Harbor. The organization having been completed the
company was mustered into service on the 2 2d of July, 1863,
and stationed at Fort Constitution.
On the 18th of August, 1863, Ira McL. Barton, formerly of the
Fifth Infantry, was commissioned Captain of the 2d Company
(unattached) Heavy Artillery, raised under similar authority for
similar purposes as the first. This organization was completed
and mustered into service on the 17th of September, 1863. It
was stationed at Fort McClary Kittery Point.
They remained at their respective posts during the Fall and
Winter doing the ordinary garrison duty and furnishing the guard
for the Provost Marshal of the first district. In addition to this
they made many improvements at their respective posts, building
a long set of quarters at Fort Constitution ; while the company
at McClary, upon the Quartermaster's simply purchasing the ma-
terial at the Portsmouth Lumber Yards, built without any assist-
ance, one of the finest hospitals belonging to the United States
on the New England coast.
On the 6th of May, 1864, both companies proceeded under or-
ders from Major General Dix to report to Gen. C. C. Augur,
commanding Department of Washington, where they duly arrived
and were assigned for duty in the Defences of Washington. •
The Government were about sending the heavy garrisons of
the Defences to the front and these companies were employed to
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relieve them. In the course of ten days they relieved nearly
thirty-five hundred men.
Company A furnished men for garrison duty at Forts Slocum,
Stevens, Totten, Slemmer, and Batteries Parrott, Cameron, Kcm-
ball and Vermont. Company B was, in ten days, sent as a reliev-
ing|and occupying force into ten different Forts, among them Forts
Bunker Hill, Saratoga, Lincoln, Bayard, Gaines and Fort Foote,
at which last important work they were stationed as a permanent
garrison. Company A was retained in the defences north of the
city and assisted in defeating Early in his attack, or rather, raid
on Washington—Capt. Long being in command of a Provisional
Battalion of four hundred men. At this time the duties of these
companies were very arduous, and there being but few troops in
the defences, they were continually on duty both night and day.
Early in August, 1884:, Capt. Ira McL. Barton made an appli-
cation to the Secretary of War, through His Excellency Joseph
A. Gilmore Governor of New Hampshire, to recruit a battalion
of at least four companies of Heavy Artillery. His Excellency
favorably endorsed the measure and the application was granted
by the following:
Wak Department, Adjutant General's Office, }
August 19th, 186i. 5
To His Excellency the Governor of New Hampshire, Concord, N. H.
Sir:—You are hereby authorized by the Secretary of War to raise a Battalion
of Heavy Artillery, to consist of four companies for garrison service. The term
of service will be for either one, two or three years, as the recruit may elect. The
recruitment, organization and muster into service will be in uniformity with the
requirements of existing regulations of the War Department. Bounties will be
paid in accordance with circular No. 27, Current Laws, from the office of the Pro-
vost Marshal General of the United States.
I am, Sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed,) . THOMAS M. VINCENT.
Assistant Adjutant General.
Recruiting in New Hampshire commenced at once and men
came rapidly forward. On the 3d of August, 1864, Capt. Barton
by Special Orders No. 2S7, War Department, was placed on the
recruiting service, and returning to New Hampshire took charge
of the organization of the companies under Adjutant General
46
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Head. Previous to the granting of autliority for raising this bat-
talion, authority had been given to raise the 3d Company (unat-
tached) Heavy Artillery, which was done by Capt. J. 0. Chand-
ler at Manchester.
The four companies of the battalion were quickly raised as
follows: At Dover, by Capt. Geo. W. Colbath; at Concord, by
Capt. R. S. Davis; at Nashua, by Capt. D. J. Flanders; at Laco-
nia and vicinity, by Capt. A. S. Libbey. Recruits came in so rapidly
that the authorized companies were more than filled, and Adjutant
General Head applied for and obtained authority for the Governor
to organize other companies. .One was raised at Newport:
Capt. C. C. Shattuck—another at Lancaster—Capt. Chas. 0.
Bradley, and one at Ft. Constitution (from a ninety days company ;)
Capt. C. C. Haughton and one company wiih general recruits at
Concord commanded by Capt. R. E. Welch.
The companies as soon as oi'ganized were sent forward to
Washington where they were assigned to duty under the direction
of Major General Augur. Ten companies of Heavy Artillery
having been organized, and the eleventh nearly so, upon an appli-
cation made by General Head for the Governor, the following
despatch was received
:
Washington, Sept. 20th, 1864.
Governor of New Hampshire:—This is authority from the Secretary of War to
give to your Heavy Artillery companies a Regimental Organization, Field Officers
to be appointed and mustered under existing regulations.
(Signed,) T. M. VINCENT.
Assistant Adjutant G-neral.
Under this authority, the Governor on the 29th of September,
appointed the field officer for this organization. Lieut. Colonel
Barton was immediately mustered, and Col. Long was ordered to
New Hampshire to relieve him and complete the organization of
the regiment.
The difi"erent batteries as they were forwarded met with dif-
ferent assignments, but finally seven of the companies were col-
lected in the Third Brigade, DeRussy's Division. By order of
authority from the War Department already received, and from
Headquarters Department of Washington, the regiment was or-
ganize], and Lieut. Col. Barton assumed command Oct. 21, 1864.
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On the 9th of November, it bciiif^ found impossible to form the
12th Company, the First New Hampshire Light Battery was as-
signed to the regiment and Col. Long was mustered. On the
16th of November, he assumed command of the regiment.
On the 21st of November, 1864, Col. Long was assigned to the
command of the First Brigade Hardin's Division 22d Army Corps,
in which Batteries A and L were then stationed. On the 27th
of November, Lieut. Col. Barton was relieved from the command
of the Third Brigade of DeRussy's Division, and ordered to
report with the seven companies of tlic regiment to Col. Long to
be assigned to duty in his brigade. Col. Long being in command
of a brigade, the command of the regiment again devolved upon
Lieut. Col. Barton.
On the 25th of November, Batcery A was relieved from duty
in the department and ordered to Portsmouth Harbor, and in the
following February, Battery B was also ordered for duty at the
same place.
During the Winter, and until the muster-out of the regiment it
garrisoned a line of works some ten miles in extent, where it
gained great proficiency in artillery drill. About fifty men were
detailed each day for picket duty in front of this long line of
fortifications. Although the duty of the Regiment was confined
principally to garrisons, it was nevertheless arduous and disagree-
able.
On the 15th of June, 1865, the regiment was mustered out of
service, and on the 16th, was en route for New Hampshire, where
it arrived on the 19th.
The history of this regiment is necessarily short and not of
striking interest. It is but justice, however, to the ofiicers and
men, to say that they came forward at a time when their services
seemed to be most urgently required. Nine tenths of the enlisted
men of the regiment had seen from one to three years active ser-
vice before entering this organization, and of the oflScers there
were but two who had not seen active service in the field.
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SHARPSHOOTERS.
The three companies of Sharpshooters which New Hampshire
furnished for the military service of the United States have re-
ceived less than their due share of notice. This has doubtless
been owing in a great measure to the fact that they were uncon-
nected with any State organization. Their history has been
mei'ged in that of the regiments of which they formed a part
;
and as these belonged neither to any particular State, nor to the
regular service, their efficiency and their fame have rested wholly
on the efforts of Col. Berdan, their founder, with the officers who
assisted him, and the men who have written their military history
in bloody characters on almost every battle-field in Virginia and
Maryland.
The principle of the organization was, at least in this country,
a new one. Its cardinal points were good weapons and skill in
using them. Rifled cannon and minnie bullets had in a great
measure superseded smooth-bore ordnance and buck and ball.
Switzerland had long had her Sharpshooters, and both England
and Continental Europe had opened schools of instruction in rifle
practice. When our war broke out we had nothing similar to
this. Theoretically, it was easy to supply this want. Our east-
ern forests and western prairies abounded in men skilled in the
use of the rifle, and their habits of life rendered them fit material
for a rifle corps. They were hardy men, accustomed to exposure,
steady of nerve, loyal to the core, and only wanted proper arms
and proper organization to make them an invaluable addition to
our raw levies in other arms of the service. Practically, the
task was a difficult one. Few States, if any, could furnish mate-
rial for a regiment or a battallion even. Hence the powerful
agency of State influence was lost. The idea of the corps was a
novel one, and many obstacles hindered tlie enterprise. Proper
arms could not be procured, and Government was so busy in de-
veloping iis resources in " regular channels," that it could afford
no time for experiments on untried theories.
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These were but a few of the difficulties, and it was only by the
most untiring energy and perseverance that they were overcome,
and Col. Berdan procured a reluctant permission to raise a force
of Sharpshooters, and received a promise that two thousand
Sharpe's rifles should be manufactured for them. It is not neces-
sary that the difficulties encountered in procuring the fulfillment
of these promises should be stated here. The result was, the
First and Second Regiments of United States Sharpshooters, com-
monly known as Berdan's Sharpshooters, of which the three com-
panies from New Hampshire formed a part.
Their record has no superior. The men were selected by the
following test prescribed by the War Department : Each man was
to make*a string of ten shots, measuring, in the aggregate, from
center of bull's-eye to center of ball, not more than fifty inches,
at a distance of one hundred yards off-hand, or two hundred
yards at a rest. This was the maximum; but the strings of the
first company varied from seven to thirty inches. The uniform
of the corps was a dark green, with gutta percha United States
buttons and gutta-percha bell-plates. The drill was that of com-
mon Light Infantry, with particular attention given to skirmish
drill and target practice. The arms were Sharpe's improved
breech-loading rifles, with set-triggers, and a small per centage of
heavy target rifles, with telescopic sights. The regiments were
used some times together as skirmishers, and once or twice in
line of battle, but more commonly by detachments to any portion
of the army where skilful skirmishing, sharpshooting or strong
picket duty was to be done. As skirmishers, they had confessedly
no equals, and their preeminence was due to their superior weap-
ons, skill and drill. Wherever the picket fire of the enemy be-
came too warm, a detachment of Sharpshooters was sent and
rarely failed to stop it. Wherever a hostile battery could be
reached by a rifle-ball, their heavy guns and sure aim rendered
continuous use impossible. Wherever a reconnoissance was to be
made, the " green coats " were called upon to clear the way ; and
wherever an important picket line was to be established or re-
established, the facility which the Sharpshooters possessed in load-
ing and firing their breech-loading rifles rendered them the willing
recipients of orders to perform the difficult task. They partici-
pated in more battles and skirmishes than the average of regi-
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ments, and probably killed more rebels tlian the same number of
troops in any other arm of the service ; while from their having
been seldom used in line of battle in dense masses, they suffered
less loss in comparison than mauy other regiments.
COMPANY E.
The first company of New Hampshire Sharpshooters contained
some of the best rifle-shots in the State, and it has not been sur-
passed by any company of New Hampshire troops in either the
moral or physical qualifications of its members. Many more ap-
plied for admission to its ranks than could be taken. It was
mustered into the service of the United States on the 9th' of Sept-
tember, 1861. and on the 11th instant left for Weehawken, N. J.,
the rendezvous of the regiment. It was a few days afterward
ordered to the Camp of Instruction established by Col. Berdan,
north of the city of Washington, D. C, near Seventh street, and
was assigned to the First Regiment United States Sharpshooters
as Company E. It was at first supplied with target rifles pur-
chased by the men, the price of which was afterwards allowed
them by the Government. They had been in camp but a few
days, when Capt. Jones was ordered with his company and a
Michigan company from his regiment, to take part in a foraging
movement toward Falls Church, on the south side of the Poto-
mac, under the command of Gen. W. F. Smith. It was there they
received their first experience under fire, and on this march had
their first man (Sergt. Brooks,) wounded. They spent the winter
of '61 and '62 at Camp of Instruction in drilling and target prac-
tice. Meanwhile so favorable an impression was made by the
first company, that Col. Berdan requested Gov. Berry to raise
two more companies, and when tliey were full, Capt, Jones re-
ceived a commission as Major of the Second Regiment United
States Sharpshooters, to which the new companies were assigned.
Just before the army of the Potomac was ordered to the Pe-
ninsula, the First Regiment United States Sharpshooters was as-
eigned, without being brigaded, to Fitz John Porter's Division,
with which it made its first campaign. On the 9 th of March the
Division in two columns made a reconnoissancc toward Big Bethel,
half of the Sharpshooters skirmishing in advance of each column.
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The only enemy found were a few cavalry scouts, one of whom
was shot from his horse at a distance of about thirteen hundred
yards, by private James Morse, of Company E. This was the
first man shot on cither side in the peninsula campaign.
On the 4th of April the company, with the rest of the regiment,
took the advance of the 5th Corps on the march to Yorktown,
being deployed as skirmishers wherever the enemy appeared, and
on the 5th of April they distinguished themselves in the first bat-
tle of the campaign, crawling up near the enemy's works and with
their target rifles picking off the rebel gunners so surely as to
render their batteries nearly useless. It was in this engagement
that the company lost its first man killed, private J. S. M. Ide, of
Claremont. During the long siege of Yorktown which succeeded,
the Sharpshooters were kept constantly at work, and were almost
wholly relied on to keep the enemy from molesting our working
parties, and the value of their service was recognized by Gen.
Porter in a special complimentary order. They could have found
no better opportunity for displaying the utility of the. organiza-
tion, and they fully demonstrated the wisdom of the principles on
which they were founded.
From Yorktown after its capture on the 5th of May, they pro-
ceeded by water to West Point, where they received their Sharpe's
rifles in accordance with the original plan, as the target guns were
found -too cumbersome and too difficult to be loaded for facility
in marching and skirmishing. On arriving at the Chickahominy,
they were kept constantly on picket duty, oftentimes standing all
day in mud and water, and a great part of the time under a hot
fire. On the 27th of May they made a forced march of fifteen
miles in a heavy rain and took part in the battle of Hanover
Court House. They accompanied Porter's Corps through the
famous seven days' fight, losing heavily in the battles of Mechan-
icsville, Gaines' Mill and Malvern Hill, at which place last men-
tioned 2d Lieut. C, E. Jones was wounded and taken prisoner,
and soon afterwards died. He was a brave man and a true sol-
dier.
From Harrison's Landing, on the Mth of August the company
marched to Newport News, embarked for Acquia Creek, and
thence marched to the battle ground of Gainesville and second
Bull Eun. suffering considerable loss iu killed and wounded
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among the latter of whom was Capt. W. P. Austin, his arm se-
verely shattered. During the movement from Harrison's Land-
ing, 1st Lieut. W. H. Gibbs was acting Quartermaster of the reg-
iment.
The company afterwards marched to Antietam, where they
formed a part of the reserve under Gen. PorteV, and took no ac-
tive part in the battle. A few days afterwards, on the 19th of
September, they skirmished across the Potomac, drove the rebels,
and captured several pieces of artillery, in a sharp little engage-
ment known as Blackford's Ford. Accompanying the army on
the march to Fredericksburg, they took part in the terrible battle
at that place on the 13th of December, and were the last troops
withdrawn across the river after the attack was abandoned. They
afterwards went on the famous reconnoissance known as Burn-
side's " mud march."
Early in January, 1863, the two regiments of Sharpshooters
were brought together in one command, under Col. Berdan, and
separate detachments were put upon duty at the several Grand
Division Head Quarters, Company E being at those of Major-
General Hooker. As soon, however, as Gen. Hooker assumed
command of the army of the Potomac, Grand Divisions were
abolished and the two regiments were assigned to the third Divi-
sion, third Array Corps, commanded by Gen. Whipple, and for a
time formed a brigade by themselves, under Col. Berdan. While
thus organized, they took part in the great battle of Chancellors-
ville, where they greatly distinguished themselves, first in the en-
gagement known as " The Cedars," where they took the entire
Twenty-Third Georgia Regiment prisoners, and afterwards in the
great battle of Sunday, May 3, where they suffered heavily.
After their return to camp, just before the movement to Penn-
sylvania, June 11, the third Division was broken up, and the two
regiments of Sharpshooters were assigned to the Second brigade,
First Division of the Third Corps, Col. Berdan still retaining com-
mand, except for a few days preceding the battle of Gettysburg,
and the first day of tlie battle, when the Sharpshooters reported
directly to Division Head Quarters. During the three days' bat-
tle, they were almost constantly engaged, and contributed their
full share towards that victory which saved Washington from cap-
ture.
SHARPSHOOTERS. 749
From Gettysburg they marched in pursuit of Lee, and bore the
brunt of the sharp fight of Wapping Heights, where their splendid
skill in skirmishing, their coolness, and the deliberation and accu-
racy of their aim won great praise from Gen. Meade and Gen.
French, who were eye-witne.-ses of their movements. They were
afterwards encamped at White Sulphur Springs and Culpepper,
until the movement of Lee, which forced Meade back to Centre-
ville, during which movement they distinguished themselves in a
charge at Auburn, Oct. 13, which drew a special complimentary
order from the Corps commander. On the subsequent march of
the army to its winter quarters near Brandy Station, the Sharp-
shooters led the third Corps and added to their already enviable
reputation in a severe skirmish at Kelly's Ford, Nov. 3, in which
they drove the enemy across the Rappahannock, captured a large
number of prisoners, and gained a lodgment for our forces on the
other side of the river. In this engagement, Sergeant Samuel D.
Munroe, who had been commissioned as first Lieutenant of this
company, but had not been mustered, was instantly killed while
directing a portion of the skirmish line. Lieut. Munroe was a
brave and excellent soldier, who had worked his way up from the
ranks, and was highly esteemed by all his company. Novem-
ber 27 and 28, the company also took an active part in the severe
battles at Locust Grove and Mine Run, where they suffered con-
siderable loss.
During the winter of 1863 and '64, the Third Army Corps
was broken up and the Sharpshooters were assigned to the 3d
Brigade, 3d Division, 2d Army Corps, Gen. Hancock command-
ing, with Brigadier-Gen. Alexander Hayes as brigade commander.
With this brigade they went through the bloody campaign of the
summer of 1864, under fire almost without cessation everyday
from the 5th of May until they were mustered out of service, and
during which campaign Captain W. G. Andrews and 1st Lieut.
Isaac Davis were both wounded.
It will be seen from the facts given above that the services of
this Company were arduous, and their reputation honorable. A
roster of the officers will be found in another page of this report.
The following officers have been furnished to other commands
from this Company.
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Capt. A. B. Jones was commissioned Major of the Second Regi-
ment U. S. Sharpshooters on the 3d of December, 1861, and in
May, 1562, received a staff appointment with the rank of Colonel,
and has since served on the stafls of Generals Fremont, Schenck,
Scammon and others.
First Lieutenant, afterwards Capt. W. P. Austin, was disabled
by his wound received August 30, 1862, and was transferred to
the Veteran Reserve Corps.
Second Lieutenant, afterwards first Lieut. W. H. Gibbs, was
appointed Captain of a Michigan Company in his regiment, but
was refused a commission on the ground that he was not a resi-
dent of the State. He afterwards was tendered a staif appoint-
ment with the rank of Major on the staff of Major-General Banks,
but was unable to accept on account of ill health.
Private Frank P. Cram was promoted to Sergeant-Major of his
regiment and afterwards commissioned as 2d Lieutenant, Com-
pany — , First New Hampshire Cavalry.
Tlie following names of battles and skirmishes in which Com-
pany E participated, were inscribed on the Regimental battle-
flag by order of the various corps commanders under which the
Sharpshooters served
:
1. Louisville, September 27, 1861.
2. Big Bethel, March 29, 1862.
3. Yorktown, April 5, 1862.
4. Siege of Yorktown, April 5, to May 5, 1862.
5. Hanover Court House, May -;7, 1862.
6. Mechanicsville, June 26, 1862.
7. Gaines Mill, June 27, 1862.
8. Malvern Hill, July 1, 1862.
9. Gainesville, August 29, 1862.
10. Second Bull Run, August 30, 1862.
11. Blackford's Ford, September 19 and 20, 1862.
12. Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862.
13. The Cedars, May 2, 1863.
14. Chancellorsville, May 3 and 4, 1863.
15. Gettysburg, July 2 and 3, 1863.
16. Wapping Heights, July 23, 1863.
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17. Auburn, October 13, 1863.
18. Kclley's Ford, November 7, 1863.
19. Locust Grove, November 27, ] 863.
20. Mine River, November 30, 1863.
21. Wilderness, May 5, 6, and 7, 1864.
22. Po River, May 10 and 11, 1864.
23. Spottsylvania, May 12, 1864.
24. North Anna, May 24 and 25, 1864.
25. Tolopatomay, May 30 and 31, 1864.
26. Cold Harbor, June 3, 4 and 5, 1864.
27. Petersburg, June 16, 17 and 18, 1864.
28. Weldon Railroad, June 22, 1864.
29. Deep Bottom, July 27, 1864.
30. Deep Bottom, August 15 and 16, 1864.
COMPANIES F AND G.
As these companies formed a part of the same regiment, and
were always used together, their history may as well be connect-
ed. Company F was mustered into United States service Novem-
ber 28, 1861, with ninety-eight men and three officers. Company
G was mustered December 10, 1861, with ninety-five men and
three officers. Each company left for Washington as soon as
mustered, and reported to Colonel Berdan at Camp of Instruc-
tion, where they were assigned to the Second Regiment United
States Sharpshooters. On the 18th of March, the regiment was
assigned to the Brigade of General Augur, 1st Division, 1st
Corps, and joined his command at Camp Williams, near Fairfax
Seminary. On the 1st of April they marched to Bristoe Station,
and on the 15th of the same month to Falmouth, where they met
the enemy for the first time, and in a sharp skirmish drove them
across the Rappahannock. While at Falmouth, Co. F was
put upon provost duty. On the 29th of May the Division moved
to Front Royal on the Manassas Gap Railroad, at the time of
Banks' retreat to Harper's Ferry, and during this trip the regi-
ment lost one man killed and about sixty wounded by a collision
of trains on the railroad. About the middle of June, they return-
ed to Falmouth. On the 12th of July, Capt. H. M. Caldwell,
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Company F, died of typhoid fever, and the service thus lost a
brave, patriotic and promising officer. First Lieutenant J. H.
Hildrcth was here detailed as Aide to General Gibbon, and the
command of the company devolved on Lieutenant Rowell. On
the 1st of August this regiment went on a reconnoissance to Or-
ange Court House, taking part in a lively skirmish with the ene-
my. August 10th they marched to Cedar Mountain and thence to
Rappahannock Station, where there was a sharp engagement on
the 23d of August, and Company F had its first man wounded,
Sergeant J. P. Dodge of New Boston. Directly after this in the
disastrous campaign of General Pope, the two companies bore an
honorable part in the battles of Sulphur Springs, Gainesville and
Bull Run. They then marched with McClellan, and won great
praise from their commanding officers at the battles of South
Mountain and Antietam, where they suffered heavy losses. Among
the killed was 2d Lieutenant J. W. Thompson, Company G, who
was shot through the head while attempting to capture a stand of
rebel colors. Lieutenant Thompson had served as 2d Lieutenant
in the First New Hampshire Regiment, and was a thorough sol-
dier, whose greatest fault was too reckless bravery.
The Regiment accompanied the 1st Corps on the march to
Fredericksburg, and was hotly engaged on the 13th of December
at that place under General Franklin. As stated in the report
of Company E, the two regiments of Sharpshooters were brought
together in one Brigade early in January, 1863. They kept thus
organized during the summer campaign, including the battles of
Chanccllorsville, Gettysburg and Wapping Heights, in which com-
panies F and G were engaged, and in the second of which, Cap-
tain Rowell was wounded in the thigh. On arriving at Sulphur
Springs, the First Regiment was transferred to the 3d Brigade,
while the Second remained with General Ward's Brigade until
the close of tlie year covered by this report, taking part in the
battles of Kelley's Ford, Locust Grove, Mine River, and encamp-
ed during the winter at Brandy Station. In January, 1804, more
than two thirds^of each company re-enlisted and the regiment be-
came a Veteran Regiment, and received a furlough and did not
return to the front until after the spring election.
Their histoi-y during the bloody campaign of 1864, is mainly
like that of the 1st Company. They were used mostly as skir-
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mishers and Sharpshooters and were almost constantly under fire.
From the time of the consolidation of the two regiments, Jan. 1863,
they participated in the same battles and skirmishes, the names
of which will be found at the end of the report of Company E.
The names of their engagements previous to this time, are as fol-
lows ;
Falmouth, May 15, 1862.
Rappahannock Station, August 23, 1862.
Sulphur Spring, August 25, 1862.
Gainesville, August 29, 1862.
Bull Run, August 30, 1862.
South Mountain, September 14, 1862.
Antietam, September 17, 1862.
Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862.
During the summer campaign of 1864, Major B. T. Rowell was
wounded severely at the battle of Petersburg while gallantly lead-
ing his regiment, and he has never fully recovered from his in-
juries. Captain Samuel F. Murray, Company F, was taken pris-
oner at the battle of Ream's Station and was kept a prisoner for
a long time. Captain H. P. Smith, Company G, was severely
wounded at the battle of the Wilderness.
The two companies have furnished the following officers for
commands outside their companies. Second Lieutenant E. T.
Rowell, Company F, was promoted to Captain July 12, 1862,
and was commissioned as Major of his regiment on the 1st of Ju-
ly, 1863. He was afterwards commissioned as Lieut-Colonel,
but the number of his regiment was too small to admit of his be-
ing mustered. During the campaign of 1864, the two regiments
of Sharpshooters were brought together again and reported as a
separate brigade direct to Division Headquarters. While thus
organized the two regiments were commanded by Major Rowell.
First Lieutenant J. H. Hildreth, Company F, served nearly all
of his term of service on the staff of Major-Gen. Gibbon.
Sergeant W. B. Reynolds, Company F, was commissioned as
Assistant Surgeon of his regiment soon after its organization, and
was promoted to full Surgeon, with the rank of Major, August 12;
1863.
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Private Charles B. "Wilson was commissioned as 2d Lieutenant
in the Nineteenth United States Colored Regiment in the fall of
1864.
Sergeant George A. Harden, Company G, was commissioned
as 1st Lieutenant and Quartermaster of the First Regiment Unit-
ed States Sharpshooters, July 10, 1862. On the 1st of January,
1863, he was detailed as Acting-Assistant Adjutant-General of
the Brigade in which his regiment was serying, in which capacity
he acted until August 10, 1863, when he was sent on detached
service to New York.
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This Band was organized by Gustavus W. Ingalls, Concord, N.
H., February 10, 1863, pursuant to instructions from Adjutant
General's Office, Washington, D. C, December 12, 1862, and pro-
ceeded South, and was adopted as Post Band, and attached to
Head Quarters Department of the South, Hilton Head, South
Carolina, where it remained until it was discharged, July 4, 1865.
It accompanied General Gillmore to Morris Island, South Caro-
lina, and was present during the seige of Forts Sumpter and
Wagner, and was the first to play inside the Fort and in the city
of Charleston after the evacuation, and had the honor of a special
appointment to perform at the Sumpter celebration, April 14,
1865.
The Band accompanied the Commanding Generals on all im-
portant occasions to diiferent points in the Department, and al-
ways sustained a high reputation.
Major-General Terry, in a letter dated Richmond, Va., June 24,
1865, remarks as follows : " The Post Band, Hilton Head, South
Carolina, is one of the finest Bands I ever heard in the army "
—
* # * -JS- * ^ jf.
The following extract of letter written by Major W. L. M.
Burger, Assistant Adjutant General Department of the South, at
the time of the departure of the Band for home, will convey an
idea of the manner in which the services of the Band was esti-
mated, in the Department in which it served
:
" Headquarters Department op the South, ^
Assistant Adjutant General's Office, >
Hiho)i Head, S. C, Jtdi/ 7, 1865. )
Mr. Gustavus W. Ingalls, Concord, N. H.—
My Dear Sir :*******
" I can assure you that since I have had anything to do with
the Band, of which you had the honor of being the leader, I never
have had occasion to say one word in regard to any of its mem-
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bers, but that of the highest praise. Every member has conduct-
ed himself in the most gentlemanly and praiseworthy manner
;
never to my knowledge has any one abused any of the privileges
extended to them. I can assure you that you and every mem-
ber of your Band stand in the highest estimation of every one in
this Department, from Major-General Gillmore down. Your loss
is deeply regretted, and by none more than myself. We never
expect to see such another, as " Ingalls' Post Baud," here again."
4{.
****** *
I remain as ever, your friend,
W. T. M. BURGER,




WILLIAM SILVEY, Capt. 1st U, S. Art'y, Bv't Maj. and A. A. P. 1. General,
Of Neio Hampshire, showing the enrollment of each sub-district in the
State, April 30, 1865, the numlnr of men assigned as the quota to
and the nvniher of men furnished hy each sub-district under all calls
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ANNUAL ENROLLMENT APRIL 1865.
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY
Towns.
No. of male citizens of the
age of 18 years and under
45, years, liable to do niil-
itarj'' duty.
Estimated number who have en-
tered the Army and Navy of
the United States, from April





















New Castle, 107 72
Newmarket, 175 199
Newton, 58 128










South Hampton, 47 50.



























New Hampton, 106 156.
Upper Gilmanton, 88 80.
1579
CARROLL COUNTY.
Albany .... 19.•. 29
Bartlett, 46 32.
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Tuftonborough,...!" 60 128..














































Mont Vornon, 77 61.
Nashua, 803 1500.
New Ipswich, 108 105.

























































































































Authorities of the following named towns have culpably neglected to
furnish returns of enrollment required by law, viz :
AUenstown, Berlin, Bethlehem, Brookfield, Bradford, Brookline,
Croydon, Derry, Grafton, Hillsborough, Lebanon, LonJonderry, Mason,
Milan, Newiagton, New London, Ossipee, Sanbornton, Troy, White-
field, Windham.
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
LlEUT.-COL. JOSIAH I. PLIMPTON, ThIRD VOLUNTEER INFANTRY.
Lieut.-Col. Josiali I. Plimpton was born in West Cambrilge,
Massachusetts, December 27, 1825. At the age of nine years he
was left fatherless, at which time his mother removed to Boston,
where he attended school for several years, and afterwards learned
the trade of a cabinet maker with especial reference to the art of
finishing piano-fortes. He devoted himself to this occupation for
about twelve years, with the exception of two years passed in
California. In 1857 he purchased a farm on the Souhegan River,
in Milford, this State, and removed thence with his family. Here
he resided engaged mostly in agricultural pursuits until the com-
mencement of hostilities.
When President Lincoln made his first proclamation for troops,
Lieut.-Col. Plimpton, then a private citizen, immediately volun-
teered his services to his country and was appointed a recruiting
officer by the State authorities. He soon raised a full company
of efficient men who were assigned to the Third Regiment under
the title of Company E. On the 22d of August,1861, he was
commissioned Captain of his company.
On the 4th of September, the Third Regiment left Con-
cord for Washington from whence it soon afterwards joined the
forces of Gen. Sherman on the expedition to Port Royal. On
arriving at Hilton Head, Capt. Plimpton and his company were
among the first troops to land and go on picket duty. At the
bloody conflict on James Island on the 16th of June, he was act-
ing Major of the regiment and exhibited marked bravery and he-
roism. For his distinguished services in this battle he was highly
commended by his superior officers while his conduct was even
noticed by the enemy and by them afterwards complimented un-
der a flag of truce. A few days after this memorable action
Capt. Plimpton was commissioned Major of his regiment.
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In October he engaged in the battle of Pocotaligo Bridge where
he fully sustained the reputation he had previously gained. Sub-
sequently he was assigned to duty on Brig.-Gen. Strong's Staff
as Assistant Inspector General and served with this officer in the
capture of Morris Island and in the assault upon Fort Wagner.
Soon afterwards he received the appointment of Inspector
General upon the Staff of Gen. Terry, by which officer he was
commended for the prompt and efficient discharge of his duties.
On the 6th of April, 1864, Major Plimpton was commissioned
Lieutenant Colonel of his regiment, and immediately entered
upon command, as Col. Jackson had resigned, and Lieut.-Colonel
John Bedell was a prisoner of war.
After joining in an expedition southward as far as Florida, the
Third New Hampshire Volunteers were ordered to the Depart-
ment of Gen. Butler, in Virginia, where they took an active and
conspicuous part in many of the battles before Richmond and
Petersburg. Lieut.-Col. Plimpton was at that time in command
of the regiment and led his brave men in the gallant attack upon
Drury's Bluff, in the charge upon the enemy at Manchester Heights,
and also in recapturing the rifle-pits at Bermuda Hundred.
On the 13th of August, the regiment was ordered to the north
side of the James River, and on the 16th instant, joined in the
attack upon the enemy at Deep Run. The rebel works at Flus-
sel's Mills were captured and many prisoners taken. The Union
troops then advanced about three hundred yards beyond the cap-
tured line and made a desperate charge through an open field,
but on account of the secure position of the enemy and his over-
whelming numbers our brave men were obliged to fall back. Just
as the order was given to reireat Lieut.-Col. Plimpton was shot
through the heart and almost instantly killed. At the moment
he fell he was in the most advanced position of our forces and
was actively engaged in moving his command in order and in
rallying and in encouraging his men. The body of the deceased
officer fell into the hands of the enemy, but was returned the next
day under a flag of truce. It was subsequently taken back to
Jones' Landing and there buried on the north bank of the James
River. In the following December, the regiment had the remains
disinterred and sent home to a bereaved wife and children. The
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last funeral rites were performed at Milford on the 5th of January;
last. The exercises where held in the Congregational Church,
which was filled to repletion by kindred, friends and citizens. At
the conclusion of the church services the remains were given in
chargo to the Masonic Fraternity, of which organization the de-
ceased was an honored associate, and by the brethren of the
"^ mystic tic" were consign'ed to their final resting-place.
Col. Louis Bell, Fourth Volunteer Infantry.
Col. Louis Bell was born in Chester, New Hampshire, on the
8th of March, 1837. He fitted for college at the academy in
Derry, this State, and graduated at Brown University in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, in 1853. While at college he distinguished
himself by his attainments in chemistry and by his proficiency in
the natural sciences genei-ally. After his graduation he read law
at Charlestown and Manchester, and commenced practice in Farm-
ington, where he wa; located at the opening of the war. In 1860
he was the Solicitor for Strafford County.
In April, 1861, he was offered and accepted the command of
a company of soldiers raised in the city of Dover, and which
entered the First New Hampshire Regiment of Infantry. On the
30th instant, he was commissioned as Captain and served during
the three months campaign of this organization. Returning home
in August, he was soon after appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the
Fourth Regiment of Volunteer Infantry, and was promoted to the
Colonelcy of the same organization on the 16th of May, 1862.
For some time Col. Bell was in the Department of the South,
where he served under Gen. Sherman for several months, as In-
spector General, proving himself very efficient in this capacity.
Subsequently he was commandant of the post of St. Augustine,
Fla., for nearly a year. He led his regiment in the fight at Poco-
taligo Bridge, and commanded a brigade during the long siege of
1863 on Morris Island, and in front of Forts Wagner and Gregg.
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The deceased joined the Army of the Potomac in the spring of
1864, and from that time until his death, he retained the command
of a brigade, by each regiment of which he was honored and be-
loved. He was temporarily entrusted with a division in the Army
of the James, in the Deep Bottom fights of last summer, and ex-
hibited conspicuous gallantry at the battle of Chapin's Farm, Va.
Col. Bell accompanied Gen. Terry in his expedition to Fort Fish-
er, and while leading his brigade in the final charge, in the after-
noon of Sunday, Jan. 15th, received his death wound from tlie
ball of a sharpshooter on the parapet of the fort, which penetra-
ted his lungs and passed through his body. He lingered until
eight the next morning, and while his life was ebbing away he
kept his interest in the battle unabated to the last, continually in-
quiring in intervals of delirium, as to the final result. His pro-
motion as Brevet Brigadier General arrived the day he was
wounded, but he died while it was yet unknown to him.
The deceased was a son of the Hon. Samuel Bell, formerly a
United States Senator, and also Governor of New Hampshire. He
was the youngest of eight brothers, several of whom passed away
young, like himself, in the fullness of promise, while others sur-
vived to attain well-deserved honors. Among these last were
the late Hon. James Bell, Senator of the United States from New
Hampshire, and the late Luther V. Bell, M. D., who was well-known
as the Superintendent of the McLean Asylum for the Insane, at
Charlestown, Mass., and afterwards as a Brigade Surgeon in the
Volunteer Army. The only two of this large family now living,
are Ex-Chief Justice Samuel Dana Bell, of Manchester, and Dr.
John Bell, a Surgeon in the United States Army.
Col. Bell married a daughter of the Rev. N. Bouton, D. D,, of
Concord, which lady survived the death of her husband only a
few mouths. By the decease of this meritorious ofl&cer and his
widow, two small children have been made orphans.
In the legal fraternity he was favorably known and possessed
great decision, sincerity and uprightness of character. As a
soldier he was fearless and accomplished, and was earnestly de.
voted to the faithful performance of his military duties. Gen
Ames in an official report of the capture of Fort Fisher, men]
tioned Col. Bell with especial commendation as " an able and ef.
ficient officer, whose loss will not be easily replaced."
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The funeral ceremonies of the deceased took place at Chester,
on Tuesday, Jan. 31st, 1865. At the family mansion there were
brief religious services, in the presence of relatives and friends,
in which the Rev. Dr. Bouton officiated. The body of Col. Bell,
dressed in full uniform—his sabre on his breast—reposed in a
metallic casket strewed with flowers. Afterwards there were
highly appropriate and impressive public religious services at the
Congregational Church, which were conducted by Rev. Mr. Tom-
linson, Pastor, and Rev. Mr. Thomas, of Laconia; late Chaplain
of the Fourth Regiment. At the close of these exercises, a long
and sorrowing procession followed the remains of the patriot
dead to a grave in the village cemetery, where they were left to
mingle with the honored dust of kindred gone before.
Major Charles W. Sawyer, Fourth Volunteer Infantry.
Major Charles W. Sawyer was the eldest son of the Honorable
Thomas E. Sawyer, of Dover, and was born on the 19th of May,
1832. Receiving such education as his native city afforded he
early entered the business world, where he was distinguished for
his industry and fidelity. For a time he was editor of the Cadets'
Advocate, a temperance journal, and contributed to its colums
many able and interesting articles. This enterprise, not designed
to be remunerative, was soon discontinued. Major Sawyer sub-
sequently engaged in mercantile business in j\[anchester, this State,
and in Charlestown and Boston, Mass. During his residence in the
latter city he was appointed a clerk in the Boston Post Office and
filled the position acceptably until the breaking out of the rebel-
lion. During his residence in Boston he was elected a member
of the Board of Superintending School Committee, and in 1860,
was chosen a Representative from Ward 7 to the General Court
of Massachusetts.
When the startling intelligence came of the firing upon Fort
Sumter, Major Sawyer immediately offered his services to Govern-
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or Goodwin, of his native State, with a willingness to serve in any
capacity where he might render assistance to the Nation in her
hour of danger and peril. His proffer was promptly accepted,
and he was commissioned as First Lieutenant of Company B, of
the First New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry on the 30th of
April, 1861, and served honorably with his regiment during its
three months campaign.
Mainly through the instrumentality of Major Sawyer Company
A, of the Fourth Volunteer Infantry was recruited in the early
autumn of 1861, of which company he was commissioned as Cap-
tain on the 20th of September, and participated for almost three
years in the perils and hardships of his regiment, which was first
ordered to Hilton Head, S. C, and which remained in that
vicinity and in Florida until the spring of 1863. During this
time Major Sawyer was in command of his company excepting
when detailed as Judge Advocate of the Military Department at
Hilton Head. The Commanding General knowing the ready
talent and the fidelity with which the deceased invariably dis-
charged the duties of the above position, generally selected him
for the important and often delicate trust. In the battle of Foc-
otaligo Bridge in October 1862, he conducted himself with con-
spicuous coolness and bravery.
Soon after this battle the Commanding General desired Major
Sawyer to accept the position of Judge Advocate of the Military
Department of the South with the rank of Major, but this he de-
clined, preferring to follow the fortunes of his own organization
and win the same rank there. On the 1st day of December)
1863, he was promoted and commisioned by. Governor Gilmore
as Major of his regiment. ,
When Gen. Grant assumed command of the combined armies
nearly all the New Hampshire troops in South Carolina were
ordered to report at Fortress Monroe. The gallant Fourth Re
iment was among the number. It was placed under the command
of Gen. Butler, and participated in the series of skirmishes and
battles which marked the history of the Army of the James, dur-
ing the memoiable campaign of 1864. Gen. Butler had taken an
important position on the James River and the enemy were de-
termined to drive him from his' well selected ground.
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During the obstinate persistence of the forces under Gen. Lee,
on the 16th day of May, at Drury's Bluff, Major Sawyer fell se-
verely wounded in the right shoulder. He was removed to the
General Hospital at Fortress Monroe where he received the most
assiduous care and attention. The wound at that time though
painful was not considered dangerous, and it was thought that the
sufferer might with safety return to his native State. The jour-
ney home, however, proved to him excessively fatiguing and wea-
risome, and his increasing weakness compelled frequent delays on
the route. Soon after his arrival in New Hampshire his wound
proved to be more dangerous than was at first apprehended, and
gradually sinking under its effects, he expired at the residence of
his brother, in Concord, on the 22d of June, 1864:, dying the
death of a brave soldier, lamented and beloved. The deceased
was buried in his native city under military honors. The uni-
versal supension of business, the lengthened procession, the
crowded streets, the emblems of mourning, and the tolling bells,
gave token of the deep and earnest respect and cordial esteem in
which he was held as a citizen and honored as a soldier.
The news of his death was received by his regiment with deep
sorrow. Gen. Butler, who appreciated his bravery, soldierly
qualities, and virtues as a citizen, named one of the forts on the
James River •' Fort Sawyer " in recognition of his distinguished
services in the held.
As a military man the deceased was a strict disciplinarian, and
yet he combined with the firmness of authority such generous con-
siderations, such thoughtful kindness and such heartfelt interest
in the welfare of his men, that he invariably won their respect
apd love. In camp and on the field of battle he was careful of
the health and lives of his soldiers, and when sickness and death
came to any of them, it found him kind and attentive to all their
wants. Throughout the vicissitudes of a long and weary campaign,
he cheerfully shared with his men all privations and dangers, and,
at last, gave up liis life willingly and nncomplainingly in the glo-
rious cause for which he had so long fought and suffered.
Among the many noble traits of character possessed by the
deceased none was more prominent than his ardent and devoted
patriotism. Ilis country—her twritorial dignity, her unity, her
m
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flag and her glory—these he loved with an enthusiasm and chiv-
alric warmth which thought no sacrifice too great for their pres-
ervation.
Although Major Sawyer was cut off in the full vigor of man-
hood yet liis short career afforded a bright example of sincere
patriotism and of fidelity to the Nation and the Flag.
Col. Edward Ephraim Cross, Fifth Volunteer Infantry.
Among the many brave officers who gave up their lives for their
country on the bloody field of Gettysburg, was Col. Edward
Ephraim Cross, who was born in Lancaster, New Hampshire, on
the 22d of April, 1832. His father, the Hon. Ephraim Cross,
was formerly a State Senator ; while his mother is a daughter of
the late Hon. Richard C. Everett, of Lancaster, who had been an
Associate Justice of the Court of Common Pleas. Having enjoyed
the educational privileges of the public schools and an academy. Col.
Cross, at the age of fifteen years, entered the printing-office of Hon.
James M. Rix, who was then the editor and publisher of the Coos
County Democrat. After remaining with Mr. Rix for two years, he
went to Canada, where his father was engaged in steamboat-building,
and assisted him for a while in his labors, and afterwards visited
the cities and other places of interest in British America. When
twenty years of age, he repaired to Cincinnati, Ohio, and was
for a time employed as a reporter in the Atlas office. He
afterwards accepted the position of locixl editor of the Cincinnati
Dally Times, and was its special correspondent at Washington
during two sessions of Congress. At this time he was also
a valued correspondent of the New York Herald, and of other
influential journals. Subsequently he became chief-editor of the
Cincinnati Times, in which position he displayed very marked
ability as a writer. While sojourning at the national Capital, he
was appointed Adjutant of an Ohio Regiment of Lifantry raised
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for service in Utah ; the organization, however, by reason of a
new disposition of forces, was not mustered into service. In
1857 the deceased travelled extensively in the Unied States and
the Canadas and contributed a series of brilliant and interesting
letters to the newspaper press.
At a later date Col. Cross journeyed to the "Plains" of the
far West, to the wild Indian regions of northern Minnesota and
also to the country of the Yellow Medicine river and the Upper
Missouri. While visiting the latter places, he was associated with
a party of trappers and buffalo hunters. Their adventures, aside
from the pursuit of fur-beariug animals, were interspersed with
several encounters with the Sioux and Cheyenne Indians. During
these travels. Col. Cross, in addition to newspaper correspond-
ence, prepared many illustrated articles upon travel for popular
magazines. Prose sketches and gems of poetry also came from
his pen, over the signature of " Richard Everett." His writings
were admired by a large circle of readers. In 1858 the deceased
started with a small party for Arizona, having in view the estab-
lishment of a mining company in that newly organized territory.
The adventurers took with them the first steam engine and print-
ing press transported across the Rocky Mountains. Their jour-
ney was seventeen hundred miles in length, extending through
northern Texas via El Paso del Norte and La Mesilla, and re-
quiring six months for its accomplishment, A great portion of
the way lay through the wild and romantic regions of the Ca-
manche and Apache Indians. These tribes were then very hos-
tile to the whites, and the little company of hardy pioneers were
in constant danger of attack. Nearly the entire journey was
prosecuted under the most adverse circumstances. At one time
Col. Cross, with five of his companions, followed a warlike band
of Apaches for fourteen days, two of whom were killed and
several wounded. In participating in these skirmishes, the
deceased won the reputation of an intrepid Indian scouter
and fighter. On one occasion the party were three days
without food and thirty hours without water. Finally, rend-
ered almost insane by hunger, they came out on New Year's
day at the overland mail station at Apache Pass in Arizonia. The
expedition was not successful on account of the limited number
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of whites in the territory and the frequent inroads of hostile
tribes of Indians. A paper was established called the " Arizo-
nian." While editing this sheet, Col. Cross had difficulty with a
Lieut. Mowry, and by him was challenged. This " code of honor
"
for the settlement of personal difficulties was then universally
recognized throughout the territories, and Col. Cross, naturally
proud of the influence which he had gained among the people of the
far West, and fearful of the taunts of cowardice, yielded to the
demands of a barbarous custom and accepted the proffered chal-
lenge. They fought with rifles at thirty paces. At the first fire
Mowry's ball grazed Col. Cross' right cheek, while the ball of the
latter passed through the Lieutenant's coat. At the second round,
Mowry's rifle missed fire, and he claimed the privilege of shoot-
ing at his opponent unarmed. The affair now assumed a most
serious character, but Col. Cross, nothing daunted, threw down
his weapons and coolly folding his ams stood up to receive the
fire of his opponent. Mowry, astonished and impressed at the
noble conduct of his adversary, dropped his rifle and exclaimed,
" I can't fire at such a man as that." Thus the unfortunate diffi-
culty happily terminated. This event secured for the deceased
the reputation of a man of the highest nerve and bi-avery.
The state of society at Arizonia was at that time devoid of
law and order. Lynch courts Were of frequent occurrence, and
Col. Cross was often summoned to preside over them. His
adventurous spirit continuing active, he twice crossed the
" Plains " and visited the Atlantic States. He also took out an-
other mining company from St. Louis, Missouri. The withdrawal
of the national troops from the territory of Arizonia caused the
Indians to become very troublesome, and several expeditions were
sent out against them, which Col. Cross invariably commanded.
While he was absent on a march against the Apaches, a portion
of the tribe attacked the mining company from St. Louis and cru-
elly murdered nearly every member of the party. While resid-
ing in Arizonia the deceased enjoyed the companionship of a large
circle of intimate friends. Among those congenial spirits, was
Capt, Richard S. Ewell, then of the United States Army, but more
recently a Major-General in the rebel service. During his
residence in Arizonia, Col. Cross took great pains to examine
51
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tlie countrj; and collected full and valuable notes of the mineral,
physical and vegetable resources of the territory. In this labor
he received great assistance from Dr. B. J. Irwin, the United
States surgeon at Fort Buchanan, and a naturalist of distinction.
The extended notes upon the character and habits of the roving
tribes of the " far West " which the deceased faithfully prepared
included five vocabularies of Indian tongues. Soon after the de-
struction of the St. Louis mining company, Col. Cross relinquished
his interests in Arizonia, and crossing over the border into Mex-
ico, he accepted from the military authorities of that country the
position of a " Chef de Battalion " in the ranks of the Liberal
Party. When the "rattling hail " fell on Fort Sumter, he was
stationed at El Fuerte in command of a large garrison. He at
once resigned liis position, proceeded to San Francisco, took pas-
sage by a steamer and arrived in New York City on the 18th of
Aiigust, 1 861. Hastening to Concord, New Hampshire, he offered
his services to Gov. Berry, and on the 27th of September was
commissioned Colonel of the Fifth Regiment of Volunteer In-
fantry. When announcement of his appointment was made, hun-
dreds of brave men from lake and mountain homes eagerly ral-
lied under his banner, and on the 28th of October Col. Cross bid
adieu to his New Hampshire friends and amid great enthusiasm
departed with his command for the seat of war. Of the heroic
and selfsacrificing deeds performed by this brave officer and his
gallant command in many of the contests of the late Secession
war, we need not recount at length. His fame as a commander
and the glory which gathered about his brave regiment, have
made his name a household word in every hamlet in the Granite
State ; while thousands in other parts of our land have read with
patriotic pride of the noble deeds of heroic men who have served
faithfully their common country and won new and enduring hon-
ors for the home of Stark and Sullivan. The first stand of colors
carried by the Fifth Regiment, now dyed with blood and rent with
balls, tell the glorious story of Yorktown, Fair Oaks, Savage
Station, Peach Orchard, White Oak Swamp, Charles City, Mal-
vern Hill, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chanccllorsvillc and Gettys-
burg.
Among the superior officers of the army who placed on record
their testimony to the distinguished services of Col. Cross and
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recommended him for promotion, were McClellau, Burnside, Sum-
ner, Casey, Couch, Richardson, Sedgwick, French, Hancock, Hook-
er, Howard and Caldwell. Gen. Hancock, in a letter to Senator
Clark of New Hampshire, dated Falmouth, Ya., Dec. 29, 1862,
recommending that Col. Cross be promoted to a Brigadier-
Generalship, said : " It is unnecessary for me to speak of the
deeds of the Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers and their gallant
commander ; they will form a part of the history of ihe war."
In a communication to Senator Hale of New Hampshire, of the
same date. Gen. Hancock remarked : " The conduct of this Reg-
iment has been heroic ; in the most important battles it has been
highly distinguished. To Col. Cross much of this honor is due
;
he has faithfully disciplined his Regiment, given it the highest
tone, and always led it in battle." One of the most distinguished
Generals of the service remarked that, " the Fifth Regiment never
changed its position under fire, except towards the enemy." Be-
ing senior Colonel of the first brigade of Sumner's division. Col.
Cross was often called upon to take command of this brigade in
the absence of the ranking officer. He commanded the advance
at Manassas and at the battle of the Rappahannock. At the con-
flict of Fair Oaks his Regiment was among the first to open the
battle, and, unaided, drove a portion of the enemy from the woods.
His command was also the main force employed to construct the
celebrated *' Grape-vine Bridge " across the Chickahominy. which,
in the language of the Prince de Joinville, " saved the Federal
army from destruction." This Regiment was one of those that
covered the retreat of our army from Savage's Station to Malvern
Hill, and was the last body of men to march from that bloody
field. At Antietam Col. Cross' command saved Richardson's divi-
sion from being outflanked, and, breaking through the ranks of
the Fourth North Carolina Volunteers, took many prisoners and
captured and bore away their colors. The Fifth Regiment formed
the advance at Snicker's Gap, and at Fredericksburg its dead
were nearer the enemy's works than those of any other Regi-
ment. Gen. Hancock, in his official report of this battle, re-
marked, that '•' the brave officers and men of the Fifth New Hamp-
shire Volunteers refused to yield their ground to the enem}'^, and
many of them died where they stood.^' After the Fifth Regiment
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had crossed the Creek on the moriiiiig of the battle of Autietam,
they were halted by the command of Col. Cross, who addressed
them as follows : '- Soldiers, the rebel army is in front; the Poto-
mac river is in their rear. We must whip the enemy this day or
we shall all be disi^raced and ruined. I expect every officer and
soldier to do his duty like a man. No one must leave the ranks
unless badly wounded. If I fall, leave me on the field until the
fi;j;ht is over. Stand firm, and fire low.'* Immediately afterwards
the Regiment went into battle, and never did soldiers fight with
greater courage and bravery. Two pieces of shell struck Col.
Cross ; one over the right eye, and one on the left cheek, and his
hat was knocked off. The wound bled, and he tied a red silk
handkerchief around his head and pushed on. Of the terrible
fighting which followed wlien the Fifth Regiment saved Richard-
eon's division from being outflanked, Col. Cross, in a private let-
ter written on the battle-field, spoke as follows : " My brave boys
knowing that all depended upon promptly checking the rebels,
raised the wild Indian yell and poured an awful volley into their
ranks. Their centre regiment was literally smashed to pieces,
and before they could rally their forces, several regiments hast-
ened to my assistance. Then came the most terrific fighting. I
had been in seven battles before, but they were nothing in com-
parison with Antietam. We shot down the rebel color-bearers as
fast as they could get up, killed tlieir officers, broke their ranks,
and piled them in heaps ainong the tall corn. I never felt better
in my life, and if the rebels didn't hear the Apache war-whoop
that day, it was not my fault; for I yelled it until I was hoarse.
My men fought nobly, gloriously ; never wavered, never shrank.
Not a man but the wounded and the dead fell out. My officers
also conducted themselves like heroes. As for myself, I was liifc
five times, but not seriously injured."
At the terrible battle of Fredericksburg, the Fifth Regiment
greatly distinguished itself. Its commander received wounds
which came near being fatal. The following extracts are from a
private letter written by Col. Cross and dated, Headquarters,
First Brigade, Hancock's Division, June 4, 1863:
* -sf * « Fredericksburg came near being my last battle.
As we were advancing to those fatal heights in line of battle, I
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was near my colors. A twelve-pounder shell from the Washing-
ton battery burst right in front of me. One fragment struck me
right below the heart, making a bad wound. Another blew off
my hat; another (small bit) entered my mouth and broke out
three of my best jaw teeth, while the gravel, bits of frozen earth,
and minute fragments of shell, covered my face with bruises. I
fell insensible, and lay so for some time, when another fragment
of shell, striking me on the left leg below the knee, brought me
to my senses. My mouth was full of blood, fragments of teeth
and gravel, my breast bone almost broken in, and I lay in mud
two inches deep. My brave boys had gone along. I always told
them never to stop for me. Dead and wounded lay thick around.
One Captain of French's division was gasping in death within a
foot of my head. The air was full of hissing bullets and burst-
ing shell. Getting on my hands and knees, I looked for my flag.
Thank God, there it fluttered right amid the smoke and fire of
the front line. I could hear the cheers of my brave men. Twice
the colors dropped, but were up in an instant.
I tried to crawl along, but a shell came and struck the steel
scabbard of my sabre, splitting it open and knocking me down
flat. Dizzy and faint, I had sense enough to lay myself out de-
cently, " feet to the foe." Two lines passed over me, but soon
they swayed back, trampling on the dead and dying. Halting
about thirty yards in the rear, one line laid down and commenced
firing. Imagine the situation. Right between two fires of bul-
lets and shell—for our own artillery fire from over the river was
mostly two short, and did great damage to our own troops—I lay
on the field four hours—the most awful moments of my life. As
the balls from our line hissed over me within a foot of my head,
I covered my face with both hands, and counted rapidly from one
to one hundred, expecting, every moment my brains would spat-
ter the ground. But they didn't. My guardian angels (if there
be such personages,) or my destiny saved me. The end of my
days was reserved for another, and, I hope, more fortunate occa-
sion. For if I am to die on the battle-field, I pray that it may
be with the cheers of victory in my ears. When it became dark,
some of my men found me, and I was carried to the hospital.
You remember the evening of our little festival. Out of the
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gay crowd of ofl&cers tliere assembled, death has made a fearful
muster. Of tlie nineteen officers of the Fifth New Hampshire,
in the battle, seven were killed and ten wounded ! Of the five
Colonels of the brigade, three were badly wounded. Only one
mounted officer was left in the brigade, which left half its num-
bers dead and wounded on the field.
Thank Heaven that the old " fire proof" brigade added to its
glorious name that day. The same colors that were in the front
at Fair Oaks, Malvern Hill and Antietam, were planted nearest
to those inaccessible batteries. Out of two hundred and forty-
nine of my regiment, one hundred and eighty were killed and
wounded. Capt. Perry and Capt. Murray were shot with their
colors in their hands. Maj. Sturtevant and Capt. Moore fell
within thirty or forty yards of that stone wall at the foot of the
hill. But I have no heart to go over the details. The scenes of
that battle added ten years to my existence.
I suppose we are now in summer quarters. * * The ene-
my are very strong in front of us. I want to fight this thing out.
My life—all I have—is at the service of my country."
In the battle of Gettysburg, Col. Cross received his death
wound. His conduct oq that fiercely contested field was a thrill-
ing example of sublime bravery and heroism. Here, as in many
previous instances, he was on duty as an Acting Brigadier Gen-
eral. His force was the first brigade of the first division of the
second Army Corps, the command which so gallantly repulsed the
repeated charges of the rebels. At half-past six in the afternoon
of Thursday, July 2, while rallying his brigade in the most gal-
lant manner to the terrific encounter in the streets of Gettysburg,
Col. Cross was severely wounded by a minnie ball, which entered
the abdomen in front and came out near the spine. The brave
soldier survived his injuries only six hours, experiencing during
that time the most intense physical pain and suffering. During
those hours of keenest anguish he was in a conscious state, and
frequently asked how his " brave boys " were doing. He ex-
pressed great interest in the result of the battle, and when told
of the continued successes of our arms, a cheerful smile lighted
up his countenance. At one time, feeling a little easier, he turned
to Surgeon Buckman and said : " Doctor, do you think I can live
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to get home ?" His kind attendant answered : " I fear you will
live only a few hours." At this reply the wounded man covered
his face with his hands and exclaimed : •' Oh ! my mother." About
midnight he grew weaker very fast, and at half-past twelve the
brave warrior slept the sleep of death. His last words were : " I
did hope I would live to see peace and our country restored.
Thank Heaven, I have done my duty. 'I think the boys will misS
me. Oh! welcome death ! Say farewell to all." At this jnnc-
ture his mind commenced wandering, and he could be heard giv-
ing various commands to his men, as if he were again on the field
of battle.
The mortal remains of the deceased were taken to Baltimore
and embalmed, and immediately afterwards conveyed to his home
in Lancaster, at which place they arrived on the Tuesday evening
following his death. The funeral exercises occurred on Thurs-
day, at six o'clock in the afternoon, and were conducted by the
North Star Lodge of Free-Masons. The national flags drooped
at half-mast ; the band played solemn dirges ; the fraternity in
large numbers assisted in the solemn ceremonies, and amid a cir-
cle of kindred and a throng of people who had known him from
boyhood, the brave soldier, the true friend, the impulsive and hon-
orable man, was borne to his final resting-place in that valley
which, amid all his wanderings, he had always loved so well. The
evening hour was selected for the obsequies, in accordance with
an oft-expressed wish of the deceased.
The life of Col. Cross was truly an eventful one. It com-
menced peacefully in a quiet pleasant town in northern New
Hampshire, but the stirring scenes he passed through before its
close, few men witness. He was wounded, it is stated, previously
to the oattle of Fredericksburg, no less than eleven times, three
of the wounds being serious. A protecting hand shielded his life
from the bullets of the Lidians when fighting them in Arizonia,
from those of the duelist, and from the many missiles of death
hurled at him by the rebels, until his last battle at Gettysburg.
Few men who were in the army with Col. Cross had partici-
pated in the number of skirmishes and battles that had marked
his brilliant career, or who bore so many honorable scars
from ball, shell and arrow. Those who served under him afiirmed
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that he shrank from no duty, nor liardship or dangers in any form,
and that he was in his highest element when amid the clash and
storm of battle. His soldiers abounded in stories illustrating
the courage, resolution and endurance of their Colonel. A strict
and thorough disciplinarian, he had the warmest feelings for his
men, and constantly studied their comfort and welfare, his long
experience in campaigning- enabling him to meet every emergency
of a soldier's life. Punishing with severity any shirking or ne-
glect of duty, he was ever prompt to recognize and reward actual
merit. Brave to the utmost limit, his regiment was always in
the front, where it performed prodigies of valor. His invariable
command to his men in battle was, to follow their leader. The
deceased was fitted by nature for a military man. From earliest
youth he was a student in the science of warfare. Firm resolu-
tion, indomitable energy, superior bravery under all circumstances,
and a quickness of apprehension which enabled him in the heat
of battle to take every advantage of the enemy—all conduced to
elevate him to a position of eminent superiority. In physique,
he was a model of manly and developed strength, and was capa-
ble of enduring a great amount of hardship and fatigue. While
in the city of Hermisillo, the Mexican authorities wished to for-
ward important dispatches to Guaymas. The route was infested
by guerrillas, but this did not deter Col. Cross from volunteering
his services. Ho set out at daybreak on horseback and reached
Guaymas at eight in the evening, making four short halts on the
journey. The distance was one hundred and thirteen miles. Tar-
rying twenty-four hours, he commenced the return trip, and again
made the distance in about the same time. The family of the de-
ceased has been noted for longevity and great bodily powers.
Joseph Cross, the paternal grandfather of the Colonel, was a
soldier of the Revolution, and died a few years since in the full
possession of his faculties and at the advanced age of one hun-
dred and three years. The decided military talent of the Cross
family is shown in the fact that, it has furnished thirteen com-
missioned officers for various armies of the Uniied States. la
the bloody conflict of Fair Oaks, four brothers and three cousins
fought bravely in the Union army. During most of the year pre-
vious to his death, Col. Cross had been an acting Brigadicr-Gca-
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eral, and a commission of that rank would in all probability have
be©i soon given him.
As a man, the deceased was ardent, impetuous and unreserved
in his acts and feelings. A true patriot and earnest lover of his
country, for which he gave his life, he was wont on all occasions
to canvass freely the policy or motives involved in the great strug-
gle ; but his faith was not complete with words, for he subjected
it to the practical test of the battle-field, from whence it derived
its purity.
As a son and brother, he was kind, attentive and observino-.
His parents and relatives were always the source of remembrance
and solicitude, and his practical kindness was frequent and abun-
dant.
Of a strong and original intellect. Col. Cross was in boyhood
an intense reader and keen observer. His mind was particularly
active, and he had prepared data for literary and scientific works
of great value. One of his strongest emotions, was his love of
the place of his nativity. His visits there were intensely enjoyed,
and his frequently expressed wish was, that wherever he might
die he might be carried home and buried. One great motive for
bis visiting the East while residing in Arizonia, was, that he might
receive the Masonic degrees in the old Lodge at Lancaster.
Devoting his life to his country, lie yielded it up in its prime,
and piissed away while tlie nation was yet convulsed in the throes
of rebellion. Life's troubled warfare o'er, he sleeps near the
home of his youth, among the friends of his boyhood and noble
manhood. A career crowned with active, honorable labor, has
ended in a warrior's death. May the turf rest lightly upon his
grave and his name be sacredly linked with the illustrious dead
of the recent conflict and of the Revolution.
Major Edward E. Sturtevant, Fifth Volunteer Infantry.
In the Spring of 18G1, when the nation called for the services
of her sons. Major Edward E. Sturtevant was the first man from
New Hampshire to enlist in our second war for independence
;
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and was also the first man from this State to receive authority to
recruit under the President's call for seventy-five thousand three
months' men. His biographical record is brief, but honorable ia
the highest degree. He was born in Keene, August 7, 18^6.
—
His parents, George W. and Fanny W. Sturtevant, are noT living.
The deceased was bred to the occupation of a printer in his na-
tive town ; but removed to Concord soon after completing his
apprenticeship ^ and found employment in the office of the New
Hampshire Courier, then in charge of John C. Wilson, Esq., in
whom he found a generous and faithful friend. He was subse-
quently employed in the office of the Statesman, and at a later
period upon the columns of the Washington Union, and the Rich-
mond Dispatch, everywhere establishing a good name as a practi-
cal printer.
He was naturally, however, of too active and ventursome a
spirit to be content with any sedentary employment, and in 1855
he accepted an appointment as one of the police force for the
city of Concord, in which capacity he won an enviable reputation
for shrewdness, fidelity and pluck. He held this position until
the inauguration of civil war. Dropping without a moment's hesi-
tation the pursuits of civil life, he was immediately appointed a
recruiting of&cer, and in a few days, by his own personal influence
and example, he enlisted two hundred and twenty-six men and re-
ceived a commission as Captain in the First Regiment of New
Hampshire Volunteer Infantry.
Major Sturtevant was influenced in taking up arms, mainly by
a correct and thorough appreciation of the great principles which
were at issue. He had, however, a natural fondness and aptitude
for military life. In former years he marched at the head of the
militia of the State capital, where he was often especially com-
mended for the drill and discipline of his command. But Major
Sturtevant was no holiday soldier. He had little fondness for
parade and show. His spirit chafed at the inactivity which char-
acterized the bloodless campaign of the First New Hampshire,
and immediately on the expiration of his first term of service, he
was ready again to take the field. He felt that he had enlisted
for the war. In all his letters to his friends, he manifested no
weariness nor impatience in the service to which he had devoted
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liis energies—no thought of turning his back to the enemy till
death or victory released him from personal obligation to his be-
loved country.
On the organization of the •' Fighting Fifth "—an honorable
epithet which the deceased did his full share to win and maintain
—he was commissioned as Captain of Company A. During the
protracted and harrassing fatigue-duty of this gallant regiment,
on every toilsome march, in every battle and skirmish, up to the
hour of his death, Major Sturtevant was with his command.
—
Could his nameless grave be identified, it could wear no fitter, no
prouder inscription than " the Rappahannock, Yorktown, Fair
Oaks, Peach Orchard. Savage's Station, White Oak Swamp, Charles
City Cross Roads, Malvern Hill, South Mountain, Antietam,
Charlestown, Fredericksburg."
During the " seven days fight;" he was in command of his regi-
ment, and handled his men with conspicuous skill and gallantry.
Upon the resignation of Major Cook, in July, 1862, he received
merited promotion, and still further distinction awaited him at
the hour of his untimely death. No man more richly deserved it.
In point of courage, personal endurance and capacity for securino-
at once the obedience and affection of his men, he had no superior
in his regiment. On the skirmish line and on dangerous picket
duty, he especially distinguished himself While his regiment was
building the " Grape Vine Bridge " over the Chickahominy, Major
Sturtevant's company alone covered their important undertakino-.
Again, in the brief lull during the battle of Fair Oaks, his com-
mand was nearest the enemy. From South Mountain to Antietam
and again in McClellan's advance on Charlestown, he led the
skirmish line. He loved this dangerous service. The excite-
ment, the freedom from restraint, appealed irresistably to his ad-
venturous spirit ; and his shrewdness, fertility in resources and
strong hold on the affections of his men abundantly fitted him for
the position.
He entered upon the battle of Fredericksburg, acting as Lieut-
Colonel, with sad presentiments and yet with cheerful alacrity.
The event justified his mournful expectations. The Fifth left
scores of her bravest and best men on that blood-stained field ; but
none braver, none more imbued with generous impulses and man-
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ly devotion than Major Edward E. Sturtevant. The manner of his
death—the place of his burial is unknown. We know only that
he was seen on • that fatal field at dark, severely wounded by a
minie ball ; that he was buried where he would have chosen to
be intered—on the field where he fell, among the nameless heroes
whose interests he had ever made his own. As has well been
said " a braver man or more faithful friend, never yielded up his
spirit amidst the clangor of arms and the wail of the dying.
—
Peace to his memory."
Lieutenant-Colonel Henry H. Pearson, Sixth Volunteer
Infantry.
Among the many brave young Union men who at the com-
mencement of the Secession war exchanged their books for the
musket or the sword was Lieutenant-Colonel Henry H. Pearson,
who was born in Newport, 111., on the 26th day of February,
1840. Gifted by nature with fine mental abilities, he soon evinced
an eager thirst for knowledge, and what little money he could at
any time command, was devoted to the purchase of useful books,
which he read and re-read with intense avidity. On his father's
removing to Bloomington in 1854, he came to the determination
to obtain, if possible, a liberal education and went to work in a
lumber yard at Lincoln on the St. Louis Railroad, in order to
meet the expenses of his preparatory studies.
He came to Exeter Academy in 1860, and soon distinguished
himself as a close, faithful and able scholar, gaining by his strength
of mind, his application to his books ; his dignified deportment
;
his uniform good nature and forbearance, the good will and re-
spect of his instructors and associates. They who knew him saw
that he had a purpose—that his mind was filled with noble as-
pirations and that he promised in some way to signalize himself.
For this the opportunity was soon presented. On the breaking
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out of the rebellion, the fiery spirit of young Pearson was aroused
;
he saw the flag of his native land insulted ; he felt his whole be-
ing moved with holy indignation at the affront ; he saw no more
charms in Greek and Roman learning, but closed his Cicero and
Zenophon and left at once the academic grove for the seat of war.
So eager was his ardent spirit to reach the scone of conflict, that
he walked from Baltimore to Washington. Here he joined a
company and remained on duty until after the first disastrous
battle of Bull Run.
Returning to Exeter in the autumn of 1861, he received a
Captain's commission and set himself at work with patriotic zeal
to raise his company.
At the same time he commenced the reading of the military
campaigns of Napoleon and made plans of his great battles. He
studied with intense delight the movements on the field of Water-
loo, and drew diagrams of the same. He read also the war re-
ports of McClellan, Mordecai and Delafield, and digested and re-
membered their teachings. In order to raise his company he ap-
pointed war meetings in the neighboring towns and there ad-
dressed the people. He always spoke with modesty, simplicity
and effect. On the 22d of November, his company (C) left Exe-
ter for Keene to join the Sixth Regiment and proceeded thence
to the seat of war.
The next month, the citizens of Exeter presented him a sword
and other testimonials of their regard and esteem. In April,
1862, he led his well-disciplined company against the enemy at
Camden, North Carolina. The next engagement in which he par-
ticipated was at Bull Run, August 29th. This was a hot and
sanguinary action for the Sixth New Hampshire Regiment, and
the deceased exhibited great coolness and bravery in command-
ing his company. He afterwards wrote sketches of the two
battles mentioned above and also prepared diagrams to accom-
pany them, all of which were published. These papers dis-
closed great breadth of mind, keen discrimination and a remark-
able knowledge of the principal military movements upon those
occasions.
After displaying unusual heroism at Cliantilly, South Mountain,
Antic tarn and Fredericksburg, the Sixth Regiment gained fresh
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laurels at Vicksburg and Jackson, Mississippi, in June and July
of 1863; and in December of that year, its members re-enlisted
for three years' longer service. The bravery and intelligence of
the deceased, entitled him to promotion ; and it was with a very
high degree of pleasure that his friends beheld his merit, ac-
knowledged and welcomed him as Lieutenant-Colonel of his regi-
ment on a brief visit to New Hampshire at the close of his hard
campaigns in the West.
"With enlarged views, with raaturer patriotism, with a more
manly bearing. Colonel Pearson went into the great campaign of
1864, and his friends predicted, from the wisdom and the noble-
ness he manifested, that a brilliant military career was opening
before him.
He went into the battle of the Wilderness, and led his men, who
loved him as a brother, through the desperate struggles which
ensued, and on the 26th of May, near Topolotomy Creek, about
twelve miles from Richmond, he was shot through the head by a
rebel sharpshooter and died about two hours afterwards. His
companions buried him the next day on the banks of the North
Anna, and one of them writes from his grave " that no regiment
has lost an officer that was more lamented, nor has the service
been bereft of a better man or truer patriot."
Lieut-Col. Pearson was born to command. He was over six feet
in height, erect and well proportioned ; his brow was large and
full, his countenance open, his eye clear, his voice resonant, and
his whole manner dignified and noble. A genuine patriot to his
hearts' core, he asked no higher honor than to lay down his life
for the salvation of his country.
It is not probable that he ever felt the meaning of that word
" fear." His soul was quiet, indeed, but full of the sacred fire of
heroism. The booming of the rifled cannon was music to his
ear, nor did he ever quail before its flash.
Generous to a fault, he was ever ready to share his last mor-
sel with the humblest soldier, and to bear with him the heat and
burden of the day and the brunt and the hardships of battle,
and hence his men loved him with deep affection and devotion.
His reading was mainly confined to history and the art of war
j
his mind was enriched by careful observation, his memory re-
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tentive, and his style of writing clear and forcible. His ruling
passion was to be of service to his country.
Colonel Haldimand Sumner Putnam, Seventh Volunteer
Infantry.
This lamented officer who met death so bravely at the attack
upon Fort Wagner, on Morris' Island, on the 18th of July, 1863, .
was born in Cornish, New Hampshire, on the 15th of October,
1835, and was a son of the Hon. John L. Putnam, now living.
After receiving a common school and an academic education, he,
at the age of about sixteen years, entered the Military Academy
at West Point, from which Institution he was graduated with high
honors in July, 1857. He was immediately breve tted a Second
Lieutenant in the corps of Topographical Engineers, and entered
the United States service. From his leaving West Point to the
breaking out of the rebellion. Col. Putnam, then a line officer, was
on duty at different localities on the Western frontier. For faith-
ful services, he was commissioned a. Second Lieutenant in the En-
gineer Corps, and was subsequently promoted to a First Lieuten-
ancy. In all the positions tendered him, he proved a brave and
efficient officer, and invariably won the high esteem of his ranking
superiors. With his command he was often called upon to undergo
many long and fatiguing marches. One severe journey from the
western coast to the Utah country is worthy of especial notice.
It occurred in the winter season, and the troops suffered intensely
from cold and subsequently from hunger. Their last ration was
consumed the day before they reached the vicinity of Salt Lake
City. In all these trying circumstances Col. Putnam exhibited
superior courage and a fixed determination to brave manfully all
the dangers which might gather in his pathway. When the dark
clouds of disunion raised their gloomy forms in the southern hori-
zon, he was summoned to Washington and entrusted with special
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messages of the highest importance to carry to Fort Pickens.
He travelled by rail through the South, accomplished his mission,
and was returning to the North, when he was seized at Montgom-
ery, Alabama, by the military authorities and there kept in prison
several days. He was finally released and returned to Washing-
ton. Soon afterwards he was given an important position on the
staff of Gen. McDowell, where he remained until he entered the
volunteer military service from New Hampsliire. While on Gen.
McDowell's staff, Col. Putnam performed many arduous and re-
sponsible duties, and his superior military talent was universally
acknowledged. In the first battle of Bull Run he was in the
thickest of the action, but escaped unharmed.
The fame of this young officer soon reached his native State,
and Gov. Berry, quick to appreciate Col, Putnam's merits, offered
him the command of the Seventh Regiment of New Hampshire
Volunteer Infantry. When the proposition reached him, his heart
filled with pleasure, but exhibiting that rare modesty which is al-
ways allied to true greatness, he promptly replied and stated that
he thought himself too young and inexperienced to fill so respon-
sible a position. Upon being further urged, however, he, with no
little diffidence, consented at last to the proposition, and, with
permission from the War Department, hastened to the Granite
State, where a thousand brave men welcomed the young com-
mander with patriotic enthusiasm. He was commissioned as
Colonel on the 15th of October, 1861. His regiment, which had
been raised by Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph C. Abbott of Manches-
ter, (late Brevet Brigadier General,) was soon brought into the
highest state of discipline, and, on the 14th of January, 1862,
Col. Putnam, with his noble command, departed for the theatre of
war. During the first year of its service his regiment was sta-
tioned at Fort Jefferson, on the Tortugas Islands. Afterwards
the command was located at St. Augustine, Fla , Port Royal, S. C,
a.d in the vicinity of Charleston. Though not engaged in any
important actions until the memorable assault upon Fort Wagner,
Col. Putnam's forces participated in many skirmishes and expe-
ditions, where, under their gallant leader, they seldom fiiiled to be
successful. In March, 1863, Col. Putnam was commissioned a
Captain in the United States army.
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In his relations to his regiment, the deceased, though a strict
disciplinarian, ever secured and retained the warmest aifections of
his men. The soldiers who served under him knew that in his
heart there was love for each and all of them, and, in whatever
position they were placed, they had implicit confidence in their
commander. From the day of his assuming command of the reg-
ment until he fell upon the field of glory, not a single murmur or
complaint came back to New Hampshire from either officers or
men. For several months preceding the engagement at Morris
Island, Col. Putnam had been an Acting Brigadier General, and
was fighting with that rank on the day which terminated his
earthly career. His forces consisted of his own regiment and
several organizations from the middle States. In the terrible as-
sault upon Fort Wagner, ho displayed the sublimest courage and
bravery. Through a deadly storm of shot and shell, he led for-
ward his command, encouraging his men with his own heroic ex-
ample, until crowned with the " blood-red blossoms of war," he
fell wounded and dying and from the field of death and carnage
his pure spirit winged its way upward to the skies.
In the death of Acting Brigader-General Putnam, the Union
arijiy lost one of its bravest and best commanders, who is mourned
as one who united with the highest military talent a spot-
less character and the most endearing qualities of head and
heart. The recollection of his pure life and heroic death will
ever be sacredly cherished by a large circle of kindred and friends^
as well as by the many soldiers who served in his command, while
a grateful nation will embalm his memory in her deepest and ho-
liest aifections.
Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Albert Henderson, Seventh Vol-
unteer Infantry.
Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Albert Henderson was a son of
Capt. Samuel H. Henderson and was born in Dover, New Hamp-.
52
818 ADJUTANT general's REPORT.
sliirc, December 1st, 1833. ITaving completed the requisite pre-
paratory studies at Gilmauton Academy, he entered Bowdoin
College in the fall of 1851 and graduated with marked distinc-
tion and at the head of his class in 1855. For three years fol-
lowing lie was the Principal of the Franklin Academy in Dover,
where he prepared many young men for college. He was an
accomplished and popular teacher and his career in that capacity
was successful in the highest degree. During this time and for
some months afterwards, he read law in the office of Messrs.
Woodman and Doe of Dover, and from 1860 to 1861 he finished
his course of lei^al study at the Harvard Law School, where ho
attracted the attention of the faculty and students by his con-
spicuous abilities, and where he attained great prominence as a
debater. He won the highest prize for a legal essay, and receiv-
ed the degree of LL. B., in 1861. In the summer of the same
year he was admitted to the Sufi'olk Bar of Massachusetts, and
was eager to enter at once upon the practice of his profession.
But in the meantime civil war was precipitated, and believing
it to be the paramount duty of every man to give his services,
and if need be his life, to his country, the deceased turned away
from the most flattering professional prospects, and after several
months of military drill and instruction at Norwich, Vermont, he
entered the service November 4th, 1861, as Adjutant of the Seventh
New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry.
With his regiment he encountered the perils and privations of
a winter voyage to the Tortugas Islands, where he was stationed till
the command was ordered to Port Royal in the summer of 1862.
The lamented Col. Putnam early discerned Adjutant Henderson's
soldierly qualities, and upon his urgent recommendation, he was
commissioned as Major, August 2Gth, 1862.
In the unsuccessful assault upon Fort Wagner he acted as an
aide to Colonel Putnam, who fell at the head of the storming
column, and in consequence of whose death, Lieutenant-Colonel
Abbott was promoted to the Colonelcy, and Major Henderson to
the Lieutenant- Colonelcy of the Regiment, July 22d, 1863. Sub-
sequently the deceased served on the staff of General Seymour,
and was Provost Marshal of Florida during the campaign which
resulted in the disastrous battle of Olustee. In the Spring of
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1864, the Seventh New Hampshire Volunteers -were transferred
to Virginia, and Lieutenant-Col. Henderson led his regiment in
the action of Drury's BIuflF, where his skill and gallantry elicited
the highest commendations from the Commanding General.
On Tuesday, the 16th of August, 1864, while commanding his
regiment in the engagement at Deep Bottom, near Richmond, on
the north bank of the James River, he received a mortal wound in
the hip, which severed the principal artery. Despite all that surgical
skill and attention could do, he expired in about three hours from
the time he was shot. His body was embalmed and sent home in
charge of Chaplain Emerson, and was buried September 2d, 1864,
at Pine Hill Cemetery, in his native city, amid the mourning of a
great circle of relatives and friends. Thus perished, in tlie open-
ing of manhood and in the faithful discharge of duty, a brave and
talented officer, a superior scholar, a lawyer of brilliant promise,
and an honest, pure and earnest man.
The deceased w^as in all respects a person of very superior
mould. His mind was one of remarkable originality and power.
He loved to grapple with great questions, and to engige in ab-
struse investigations in all departments of inquiry. The pure
mathematics were his pastime, in which branch of study he great-
ly excelled. His love for the languages of antiquity, for history
and poetry, for moral and political philosophy and general litera-
ture, broadened and enriched his mind and made him a man of
admirable taste and culture. His scholarship even in early youth
was ripe and comprehensive, and the affluence of his general
learning was remarkable. His powers, so large and various by
nature, were so thoroughly trained and disciplined as to be com-
pletely within his control, and could be applied to any task with
a yij:ov and intensity which made success almost inevitable.
Bringing to his profession peculiar patience in investigation,
and a logical and analytical faculty of the highest order, he had
already laid broad and deep the foundations for legal learning.
—
Though he had never entered upon practice, the range of his pro-
fessional knowledge and research was surprisingly wide. His
Essay, for which he was awarded tlie first prize at tlie Harvard
Law School, was a proof and illustration of his legal abilities.
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His intellectual superiority was fully matched by his inflexible
morality, and the stainless purity of his life. He had also a per-
fect devotion to duty and an earnestness of purpose only equalled
by the intense will and energy with which his prescribed work
was performed. Generous' and sincere, and at the same time un-
compromising upon any point of honor or honesty, he had great
charity for all men.
Among the many attractive peculiarities of Lieutenant-Colonel
Henderson's character will be vividly remembered his exuberant
wit and humor—a humor that had little bitterness in it, but
which disported itself with harmless pleasantries and left no
wound or pain. In the home circle the deceased was beloved in
the relations of a dutiful son, an affectionate brother, and a kind,
considerate and warm-hearted friend. In the army his varied
and responsible duties were all discharged with fidelity and pat-
riotic devotion, while his constant cheerfulness, courteous amenity
and uniform kindness, made him universally beloved by officers
and men.
Lieutenant-Colonel Henderson's early death prevented his gain-
ing that general fame to which he was entitled by superior en-
dowments and rare moral excellence—but the Nation, in whose
behalf he gave up his life, and the State upon whose escutcheon
he helped to shed so much light and glory, will ever honor his
memory and inscribe his name high upon the sacred roll of their
heroic dead.
Majoe Daniel Smith, Seventh Volunteer Infantry.
In the summer of 18G1, when darkness gathered about tho
nation, and when the necessity of a united north and a vigoious
army became apparent, the late Major Daniel Smith, of the
Seventh Regiment of Infantry, then a private citizen c5 Dover,
was convinced that duty to his country called upon him to take
up arms in her defence. Severing himself from a family which
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seemed to need his constant care, and with sad presentiments
that he should perish in the war, he offered his services to Gov-
ernor Berry, and on the fifteenth of October was commissioned
as Major of the Seventh Regiment. His previous history was
brief, but highly honorable. A son of Winthrop Smith, Esq., he
was born in Durham, January 27th, 1823, and descended from an^
ancient and highly respected family. After attendance at the
common school, he received privileges for an academic education
at Greenland and Pittsfield. By occupation he was a land sur-
veyor, in which pursuit he was eminently successful. He early
joined the State militia, and in 1850 was appointed Lieutenant-
Colonel of the Twenty-Fifth New Hampshire Infantry. In 1854
he removed to Dover, where his ability, sound sense, energy and
honorable character, soon gave him proniinence in all the delibera-
tions and important movements of that city. Previous to his re-
moval to Dover he had filled many positions of trust and honor
in his native town. From 1855 to 1860, Major Smith served as
a Deputy Sherift) and for three years was City Marshal and also
represented the city of Dover in the State Legislature in 1860
and 1861. Soon after receiving his military appointment, the de-
ceased repaired to Manchester and accompanied his regiment to
the Tortugas Islands, thence to Florida, and from there to Beau-
fort, South Carolina, where he was seized with fever. Medical
skill failing to arrest his malady, he returned home prostrat-
ed by disease and died on the 26th of August, 1862, leaving a
widow and four children.
At the Tortugas Islands he served as Provost Marshal, and
to his discipline and discreet management, the troops there were
greatly indebted for their security and health. In the social re-
lations of life, he was a cheerful and agreeable companion, fond
of pleasantries and quick to perceive and appreciate wit and
character. His native shrewdness rendered him very successful
in detecting and apprehending criminals. While in the army he
discharged all his duties with fidelity, promptness and valor,
while his kind demeanor won for him the respect of his fellow
officers and soldiers. His grave teaches afresh the lesson of
patriotism and of devotion to the nation.
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Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver Woodbctry Lull, Eighth Volun-
teer Infantry.
In the assault upon the rebel fortifications at Port Hudson,
Louisiana, on the twenty-seventh day of May, 1863, the list of
heroic dead included Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver Woodbury Lull,
of the Eighth Volunteer Infantry. He was born in Weare, this
State, January 14th, 1826. Up to his eighteenth year his oppor-
tunities for obtaining an education were limited to the public
schools of his native town, but in 184:4 he removed to Manches-
ter, and passed through a thorough course of academic study in
the High School of that city. It was his cherished desire to ob-
tain a collegiate education, but his limited means caused him,
with much regret, to abandon that project. Upon leaving the
Manchester High School, he went to Framingham, Mass., where
he engaged for a time in teaching and afterwards commenced the
study of law. Returning to Manchester he completed the pre-
scribed course in the office of the Hon. David Cross, and in May,
1851, was admitted to the Hillsborough County Bar. The de-
ceased then removed to Milford and established himself in his
profession, where he remained until he entered the military ser-
vice. During his twelve years practice of the law in Milford, he
proved himself an attorney of marked enterprise and ability. His
prominent characteristics were great perseverance and untiring
industry. He united with a rare tenacity of purpose an unwear-
ied and laudable ambition and a manly and fearless independence
of thought and action. The possession of such qualities of charac-
ter admirably fitted him for the discharge of military duties.
In times of peace, he always manifested a great interest in the
State Volunteer Militia. Soon after the organization of the
Governor's Horse Guards he was elected a member of that Corps,
and in January, 1861, was promoted to a first Lieutenancy, which
position he held at the time of his entering the military service of
the United States.
When the lurid fires of civil war were painted upon the South-
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ern sky, the altars of patriotism burned anew at the Noi'th, and
the hea: t of Lieut-Col. Lull was moved with love of country, and
with the desire to be enrolled among the defenders of his nation's
honor. Li that fearful crisis old prejudices and former partisan
views were nothing to him. He saw only the pathway of duty,
which was to stand up for the Government and to follow the flag.
In the organization of some of the earlier New Hampshire regi-
ments, he rendered valuable service and assistance. When the
Eighth M'as being raised, many brave men from Nashua, Milford
and vicinity enlisted in its ranks, and soon the name of the de-
ceased was brought forward in connection with a command in
that regiment. The matter was immediately carried before Gov-
ernor Berry and the Executive Council, and on the first day of
October, 18G1, Oliver W, Lull was commissioned Lieutenant-
Colonel of the Eighth New Hampshire Volunteers. He accepted
the appointment with pleasure and leaving a large and successful
professional practice, he at once repaired to Manchester to assist
Colonel Fearing in perfecting the organization of the regiment.
The troops were soon brought to a state of superior discipline,
and on the twenty-fifth day of January, 1862, the regiment by or-
der of General Butler, left New Hampshire and repaired to Fort
Independence in Boston harbor. Here it remained until the six-
teenth of the following month, when in company with other forces,
it departed for Ship Island, Mississippi.
Of the subsequent career of the Eighth Regiment and of the
distinguished services which Lieutenant-Colonel Lull rendered on
many important occasions, we need not speak in detail. He was
invariably faithful to his duty and to his country. In the actions
of Bisland, Georgia Landing, Labadieville and Opelousas, he dis-
played great courage and heroism. In battle he seemed unmind-
ful of the shafts of death falling on every side, and regardless of
his own safety, led forward his men through storms of shot and
shell.
In the terrible assault upon the fortifications of Port Hudson
on the 27th of May, he displayed the exalted courage and
bravery. He was at that time serving temporarily upon General
Emery's staff, but Colonel Fearing being in charge of a brigade,
Lieutenant-Colonel Lull voluntarily returned and took command
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of his men. The advance was ordered and the troeps moved for-
ward. The Eighth Regiment was among the forces at the head
of the column, and with unequalled heroism its brave men charged
directly upon the rebel forces. The conflict was desperate, but
at length the enemy began to retreat with heavy loss. Lieuten-
ant-Col. Lull was constantly at the head of his command, and the
fourth rebel line had just been passed, when in the act of cheer-
ing his men he fell pierced with a rifle ball. The wound was very
severe, but not instantly fatal. He was immediately carried to
the rear, where in a few hours a heroic death terminated his an-
guish and suffering. His body was carried to New Orleans and
placed in a receiving tomb, and there remained till the following
autumn, when it was brought home to Milford for burial. The
funeral services were held November 17th, in the church where the
deceased was accustomed to worship, and the edifice was filled to
repletion with sorrowing kindred and friends. A detachment of
the Governor's Horse Guards was present and performed military
honors. At the close of religious services, Hon. r)avid Cross of
Manchester, being invited to speak, made some extended remarks,
relating many gratifying incidents in the life of the deceased. The
remains of the distinguished dead were then carried to the village
cemetery and deposited in a grave which will be honored so long
as a grateful nation treasures up the memory of her fallen heroes.
While in the military service, Lieutenant-Cul. Lull discharged
many responsible duties while temporarily absent from his com-
mand. He was for a time upon General Weitzel's staff, and af-
terwards for several months, upon the staff of General Emory.
—
In both of those positions he won the highest esteem of his su-
perior officers. During the winter of 1862 and 'G3, he was Pro-
vost Marshal Judge at Thibodeaux, Louisiana. In his character
there were many valuable and endearing qualities of head and
heart. The friendships which he formed were firm and enduring
to the last. Before leaving for the army he was presented by his
friends with a valuable horse and a sword as memorials of their
esteem and regard. In his associations with his regiment he was
a strict disciplinarian, but was invariably beloved by his men.
He constantly studied the comfort and welfare of his soldiers,
who soon learned that they would not be called upon to endure
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any dangers or privations which their commander would not wil-
lingly share with them. While in the army his correspondence
with his wife and child and with other kindred, exhibited a true
and noble devotion to his country. In answering a letter from
his wife where she expressed a desire that he might come home,
he said: " I wish much to see you all, but I cannot leave my
command. There is a great work before us, and I have no de-
sire to go from the field until it is accomplished. If my life is
spared till the rebellion is overcome, how much happier you will
be to think that in my humble way I was instrumental iu restor-
ing the country to peace and prosperity."
On the morning preceding his death, he sat down in his tent
before the battle opened and wrote in his diary the follow-
ing: "In one hour we commence the storming of Port Hudson.
Many of us will not see another day. If I shall be one of that
number, I will have done my duty." Sincere words of a noble
soldier. Death soon came to him and claimed the spirit of a
brave warrior, whose blood was freely shed in the defence of our
common nationality.
Major George Washington Everett, Ninth Volunteer In-
fantry.
This lamented officer was born in New London, November 19,
1819. His educational privileges embraced the public schools
and the Academy of his native town. After pursuing a course of
legal study in the office of Walter P. Flanders, Esq., he was in
October, 1847, admitted to the Merrimack County Bar. In pre-
paring for his profession he relied entirely upon himself for pe-
cuniary means, and exhibited a diligence and ambition worthy of
the highest commendation. Immediately after his admittance to
the bar, he commenced the practice of law in the town of his
birth, where he continued in business until he entered the military
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service. As a lawyer Major Everett was very favorably known,
while outside of his professional career he was recognized as a
gentleman of high ambition, of studied culture and of acknowl-
edged ability. From 1856 to 1861, he was the Solicitor for
Merrimack County and discharged the duties of tliat ofBce in a
very efScient and gratifying manner. In 1852 he was honored
with a seat in the lower branch of the State Legislature, and was
re-elected to that body in 1856.
The great rebellion which wt^a inaugurated at Fort Sumter,
found Major Everett on the side of justice and his country. To
him the path of duty was plain. It was to meet force with force,
until armed resistance to the Government should everywhere be
overcome. Entertaining such views, he, in the summer of 1862,
ofiFered his services to the military authorities of New Hampshire,
and was commissioned as Major of the Ninth Volunteer Infantry.
Sickness prevented his leaving the State with his regiment on the
25th day of August, but he was soon afterwards enabled to join
his command.
During a connection of one year with the army, Major Everett
proved himself a brave and faithful officer. In various battles
and skirmishes, he shrank from the performance of no duty that
was assigned him. Kind and generous in thought and deed, he
was invariably beloved by his soldiers and esteemed by his fel-
low officers.
Early in August, 1863, as the Ninth Regiment was coming up
the Mississippi River from Vicksburg the deceased was taken
dangerously ill, and continuing to grow worse he stopped on his
arrival at Cincinnati, hoping that a few days rest would restore
him to health. Contrary to all expectations, he failed very rapid-
ly and on the 27th of August, just one year and one day from the
date of his commission, the patient sufferer quietly breathed his
last. His mortal remains, in charge of the late Lieutenant Or-
ville Smith, were conveyed home to a sorrowing wife and family.
The funeral exercises occurred at New London on Monday, Au-
gust 31st, and were held at the Baptist Church which was densely
crowded with kindred and sympathizing friends and citizens. At
the conclusion of the general services the body was given in charge
to the Mount Horcb Commandery of Knights Templar of Con-
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cord, of which Masonic organization the deceased was an esteem-
ed associate, and bj the members of that ancient order were con-
veyed to the village cemetery, where with impressive ceremonies
they were sacredly consigned to the silent grave.
Lieutenant-Colonel Moses N. Collins, Eleventh Yolunteeb
Infantry.
In the sanguinary battle of the Wilderness, the Eleventh New
Hampshire Regiment lost heavily. Among its killed in that me-
morable action was Lieutenant-Colonel Moses N. Collins, whose
birth occurred in Brentwood, in April, 1820. Receiving an aca-
demic education at Gilmanton and Hampton Falls, he engaged
in teaching for several years in the State of Maryland. Subse-
quently he commenced the study of law in the office of Messrs.
Murphy and Bartlctt of Epping, but completed his course at Exe-
ter with the Hon. Oilman Marston, late a Brigadier General of
Volunteers. On being admitted to the Rockingham County Bar
in 1857, he immediately established himself in his profession at
Exeter, where he soon became known as an able and successful
lawyer.
The dark national days of the summer of 1862, lighted anew
the fires of patriotism in the hearts of the Union people of the
North. The uncertain results of the Peninsular campaign caused
a deep anxiety to spread over the land, and thousands of patriots
rushed to arms as the call for more men came over the wires
from Washington. This summons found a response in the person
of Moses N. Collins, whom Governor Berry immediately appoint-
ed Major of the Eleventh Regiment of Volunteer Infantry, which
was then being raised and organized amidst a patriotic enthu-
siasm almost unprecedented in the military annals of the State.
The lamented Captain Littlefield not being able to accept of his
appointment in this regiment, Major Collins was commissioned as
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Lieutenant-Colonel on the ninth of September. The organiza-
tion of this military body was speedily effected, and on the
11th of September the troops departed for Washington.
In the different battles and skirmishes in which the Elerenth
Regiment participated during nearly the first two years of its ex-
istence, the deceased bore an honorable and distinguished part.
In one of those fearful charges upon the rebels at the battle of
i\\e Wilderness on the 6th of May, 1864, Lieutenant-Col. Collins
was among the killed. He was conducting himself with the high-
est bravery, and unflinchingly met a true warrior's death. Al-
though his mortal remains have not been brought back to his na-
tive State, yet wherever rest his ashes there is the grave of a sin-
cere patriot and a faithful soldier. In civil life the deceased had
been honored with important trusts, and was a member of the
lower branch of the State Legislature from Brentwood in 1855,
and from Exeter in 1861 and 1862.
Chaplain Thomas Lyford Ambrose, Twelfth Volunteer In-
fantry.
Chaplain Thomas Lyford Ambrose fell not in the serried rank
nor at thehead of storming column, but the record of his military
service is the memorial of a brave and faithful patriot and of an
earnest and self-sacrificing Christian laborer. His previous his-
tory dates his birth at Ossipee, in May, 1829. In youth he ex-
hibited great physical energy, while at the same time his active
mental powers gave promise of an early intellectual development.
With the christian ministry in view, he, at the age of twenty-three
years, entered Bowdoin College at Brunswick, Me., fromwhich in-
stitution he was graduated with distinction in the summer of 1856.
Soon afterwards he connected himself with a Theological Semi-
nary in New York city where he remained one year, and subse-
quently completed the usual course of religious study at Andover,
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Massachusetts. Oii the 21st day of July, 1858, he was ordained
in his native town as a minister of the gospel and as a mission-
ary to Persia, and sailed from Boston, under the auspices ot the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, early in
the following August, Arriving at Constantinople he journeyed
overland to his destination at Oroomiah, a missionary station in
Persia. In this foreign land Chaplain Ambrose labored for near-
ly three years with a faithful christian zeal and earnestness. His
working-field was among the mountain Nestoriaus, where gratify-
ing success crowned his ministrations. In tlie summer of 1861
he experienced a severe fever which left his constitution so en-
feebled that by the urgent advice of his physician he reluctantly
came home with the hope of recruiting his health, and ofafterwards
returning to Persia. On reaching the United States he saw the
realization of that civil war whose ominous forebodings he had
heard afar off.
A change of climate had a favorable eifect upon his health, and
with returning energies came the strong desire to render service
to his country in her hour of trial. The Twelfth Regiment of In-
fantry having been raised and officered to a great extent in Bel-
knap and Carroll counties, Governor Berry tendered its chap-
laincy to the deceased who promptly accepted the position, and
was commissioned on the 17th day of September, 1862. He im-
mediately went into camp with the regiment at Concord, and with
it left the State on the 27th instant. From that period to the
time of his death he was scarcely absent a day from his post. All
his physical and mental energies were unceasingly devoted to the
faithful and efficient discharge of his varied and responsible du-
ties. Possessing a pleasing address, warm and earnest sympa-
thies and an unblemished christian character, he invariably won
and retained the permanent esteem of the regiment. The sol-
diers proud of his friendship and gratified with his manly and up-
right conduct, called him the " model chaplain," which title he
well merited and strictly honored.
At the battle of Chancellorsville, he was taken prisoner in
company with Colonel Potter, but was soon afterwards released.
Having studied medicine to some extent, Chaplain Ambrose
volunteered during the last few months of his connection with
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the army to perform daily duties at a hospital not far from the
camp, in addition to his labors in the regiment. As he was
walking from the military headquarters to the hospital one pleas-
ant morning about the first of August, 1864, a rifle ball from the
weapon of a concealed enemy struck him and severed the princi-
pal artery in one of his hips. The wound was carefully dressed
at Fortress Monroe, and the sufferer appeared to be doing well,
but a few days afterwards it was found necessary to again take
up the artery. The patient at this time was considerably debili-
tated, and sinking under the influence of the operation he breath-
ed his last on the morning of the nineteenth day of August. His
remains were brought home and interred at Ossipee. Crowning
with his life an unalterable devotion to the Nation, his memory
will long be enshrined in the hearts of all who knew him.
Col. Alexander Gardiner, Fourteenth Volunteer Infantry.
At Winchester, in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley, whose fer-
tile fields in the late war have been so otten crimsoned with the
blood of brave men. Colonel Alexander Gardiner of the Four-
teenth Volunteer Infantry, fell mortally wounded on the nine-
teenth day of September, 1864. Remaining five hours in the
hands of the enemy he was removed from the battlefield, and af-
ter suffering severely for nineteen days, with his wife and friends
around him, he fell asleep in death, resigned to the will of God
and happy in the hopes of a glorious immortality. His remains
were brought home and interred at Claremont with impressive
public and Masonic ceremonies.
Colonel Gardiner was born in 1 833 in the State of New York,
where he spent his youth until he arrived at the age of eighteen
years, when he was induced to visit South America, pai-tly on ac-
count of impaired health. Having remained tlicre one year, ho
returned home and immediately afterwards entered Kitnball Un-
ion Academy at Meridcn, this State, to pursue his studies as a
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preparation for professional life. Having been successful as a
student he left the Academy to enter upon the study of law, and
was admitted to the bar in the city of New York at the age of
twenty-two. After remaining there one year in the practice of
law, he went to Kansas with the intention of establishing himself
there in his professional business, and, also, to assist Col. Dayton
in the publication of a paper. This last enterprize was soon
broken up by the border ruffians and the deceased with charac-
teristic devotion to freedom and justice, offered his services in
the Kansas war, to aid in defending that Territory from the
cruelty and barbarism which then attended it. He returned from
the West with enfeebled health, and having experienced serious
pecuniary loss. In the spring of 1859, Col. Gardiner came to
Claremont, and when his country called him to its service no
young man in the county of Sullivan had a more brilliant promise
of success in his profession. He entered the Fourteenth Regi,
ment as Adjutant, was subsequently promoted to Major and
was commissioned Colonel just before the sanguinary con-
flict at Winchester, Virginia, where he received his death wound.
As a student he was diligent and earnest in the pursuit of know-
ledge, obedient to all rules and prompt in the discharge of every
duty. He was very courteous in his bearing towards his teachers,
while his genial spirit, cheerful disposition and social qualities
secured him the warm friendship of his associates.
As a lawyer he was thoroughly versed in the great principles
of his profession, constantly studying and investigating authori-
ties, so that he gained the confidence of tlic public as a safe coun-
sellor and a successful pleader at the bar. He not only possess-
ed a strong love, but the highest respect for his profession ; hence
he was modest and cautious in giving legal advice, refusing to
manage cases of a doubtful character and manifesting the highest
sense of honor not only in the management of his own professional
business, but'in all his intercourse with his associate practitioners.
In the army his keen scnic of propriety led him to be very
rigid in his requirements of his soldiers, while he spared no pains
in informing himself of his own duties and avoided no hardships in
their performance. A proof of his knowledge and ability in the
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profession of arms can be seen in the fact tliat he entered the
military service a Lieutenant and fell upon the battlefield a Col-
onel, bravely leading his men into the deadly fight.
Major William Ide Brown, Eighteenth Volunteer Infantry.
On the night of Wednesday, the 29th of March, 1865, almost
in the hour of the glorious and final triumph of the Union arms,
fell William Ide Brown of the Eighteenth Volunteer Infantry.
His regiment was in line of battle behind breast-works, to the
right of Fort Steadman, prepared to resist an expected attack
from the enemy. A fierce fire of shot, shell and minnie ball soon
opened upon them. Passing along the line to see that his men,
who were for the first time in action, did not waver, a rifle-bullet
pierced his right temple and he fell dead upon the field.
Major Brown's career was short, but highly honorable and
meritorious. Born in Attleborough, Mass., on the 27th of August,
1839, he was only approaching the age of twenty-six years at the
time of his death. While he was yet a child his parents removed
to Fisherville, this State, where thoy still reside. After having
exhausted the limited educational advantages afforded by our
village schools, he entered upon a course of study preparatory to
college at New London. While connected with the Academy in
that place he made a public profession of religion, uniting with
the Baptist Church in Fisherville, and from that time prosecuting
his studies with the Christian ministry in view.
Graduating at New London with distinction in 1858, he imme-
diately entered upon his collegiate course at Brown University,
Providence, Rhode Island. His four years passed at that vener-
able seat of learning were unmarked by any striking incidents.
Major Brown's rank as a scholar was above the average of his
class, while he devoted more than ordinary time to literary pur-
suits and to general reading outside the proscribed collegiate
studies. Among his fellow-students he won an enviable reputation
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as a genial compauion and self-sacrificing friend and at his grad-
uation was honored with the perpetual Presidency of his class.
Graduating in 18G2, with his heallli, which had been feeble
from childhood, confirmed and strengthened by a judicious inter-
est and participation in tlie athletic sports of college, Major
Brown in.' mediately made his preparations for entering upon his
theological studies at Newton, Mass. His room was already en-
gaged and his name enrolled with those of the entering class, when
he heard the voice of his country calling him to arms and imme-
diately deferred the sacred duty of preaching Christ, for what
seemed to him the more sacred duty of defending the imperilled
liberties of the nation. It was duty alone which impelled him to
forsake the church for the camp. He had no fondness, no natur-
al aptitude for a soldier's life. He was not in the least degree
attracted by the " pomp and circumstance of glorious war." But
he saw that certain vital principles of our free institutions were
at stake and he seized the sword with alacrity and wielded it
manfully till death released him from the claims of duty.
His character as a soldier was in consonance with the motives
which led him to take up arms, and his natural preference for a
quiet and sedentary life. He lacked that dash and brilliancy
which are essential to the popular ideal of a military leader. But
wherever duty called him he was ready to go—whatever duty
bade him do was done promptly and well. Those who knew him
best never anticipated for him any other release from the service
of his country, than an honorable discharge or a glorious death.
The deceased entered the army on the 10th of August, 1862, as
Second Lieutenant in Company K, Ninth Regiment of New Hamp-
shire lul'uutry—which company he assisted in recruiting. On the
1st of March, 1863, he was transferred with the rank of First
Lieutenant to Company B, in the same regiment. On the death
of Captain Alexander, he was tendered a captaincy, which he de-
clined to accept. On the 1st of November, 1863, he was com-
missioned as Adjutant, a position for which his education and
business habits admirably fitted him and which he held till his
connection with the regiment was severed.
Major Brown's letters to his friends afford no record of hair-
breadth escapes and personal achievements with which to enliven
DO
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our brief riketcli of his military life. But letters ou file in this
ottice bear testimony that from the time the regiment entered the
service down to the disastrous explosion of tlie Petersburg mine,
Adjutant J3ro\vu was with iiis command in every battle and skir-
mish and on every marcii ; and by the fidelity with which he per-
formed every duty devolving on him, he won the high esteem and
admiration of officers and soldiers. At the close of active opera-
tions in the fall of 1864, he returned home on sick-leave, thor-
oughly worn out and dispirited by incessant fatigue and exposure.
The comforts of home and the tender care of friends soon restor-
ed vigor to his exhausted fiasue and upon the organization of the
Eigiitcenth Infantry he was tendered the position of Major, his
commission bearing date October 1 3th, 1864. He was the first of
the field officers of that regiment to join his command, from which,
up to the hour of his decease, he had not been absent a single day.
His death was among the last sacrifices made by New Hamp-
shire in the ia*e Secession War which was inaugurated for the
purpose of destroying the Government, but which has result-
ed in purifying and strengthening the Nation and in placing it
firm forever upon the immutaijle foundations of justice, truth and
freedom.
ilOli
EEPORTS OF N. H. STATE MILITAKY AGENTS.
The following brief reports of the operations of New Hamp-
shire State Military Agencies will be read with interest by all
who have at heart the comfort and welfare of our patriotic, brave
and devoted volunteers.
Too much praise cannot be awarded to Colonels Mason, Cor-
son and Howe, for their faithful and efficient services and untiring
devotion constantly rendered by them in the arduous duties that
have devolved upon them, and which they have discharged in the
most honorable and successful manner
:
Washington, D. C, Feb. 20, 1865.
Brig. Gen. Natt Head, Adft Gen. State of New Hampshire.
General :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your communication, requesting of me some description of my
duties and an account of my operations as New Hampshire State
Agent, and I hasten to respond.
It is the duty of the State Agent, when a battle is pending, to
gather in quantity such stores as are required for the relief of
wounded soldiers ; to have several assistants at hand to move at
the earliest moment to the scene of suffering and administer re-
lief; to see that the bodies of deceased soldiers from his State
are properly buried and secured against depredations, and that
such bodies as are called for by friends are properly prepared
and forwarded to their homes ; to visit hospitals or cause them
to be visited, and such luxuries supplied as are necessary to the
soldiers' comfort ; to keep an exact registry of all men in hospi-
tals, with their company, regiment and residence. Soldiers are
mustered for pay every two months ; but it is a very common
thing for a soldier to be transit on muster-day and fail to get mus-
tered ; or, if mustered, he is liable to leave his place before the
arrival of his paymaster, and hence lose one or more musters
;
so that several r nths may elapse before his accounts are cor-
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rected. The State Agent has ready access to the rolls, and it is
his duty to follow Irom office to office until he gets the account
adjusted, when he receives an order for payment. On tlie pres-
ent muster-rolls this class of applicants are very numerous, and
there is seldom a single day when some applications for assist-
ance of this kind are not made. It is the duty of the State Agent
to make applications for the transfer of soldiers in the various
hospitals to their own State. Since December 1, 1864, I have
made applications for the transfer of several hundreds of New
Hampshire soldiers to the Webster General Hospital at Manches-
ter, N. H. Men who are absent on furloughs frequently fail to
return in season. Supposing they are properly reported by their
attending physician, and ere they are aware, find themselves
in some military prison or prison hospital with the charge of de-
sertion against them. It is the duty of the State Agent to collect
all facts in their favor and present them for their benefit, and if
there appears no evidence of fraudulent intention on their part,
he can generally get informalities overlooked and the delinquent
ordered to duty without censure. The correspondence attending
my duties require the writing of more than twenty letters per
day, several of which are official, and have to be copied. I am
prepared at all times to give the name, company, regiment and town
of every New Hampshire soldier in this department, and can give
much information concerning our soldiers in other departments.
I am causing a journal to be prepared which will be of interest
to the New Hampshire people. I receive such articles of com-
fort as the people at home see fit to supply for the soldier, and
distribute these goods to such as I think need them most. I am
much assisted in this duty by New Hampshire men, resident in
this city. I frequently find a New Hampshire soldier sick with
some disease that requires the tender treatment and pure air of
home in order for his recovery. At present he is entirely out of
money. As State Agent, I supply all such sums as are necessary
to enable him to accomplish his object. The rooms of the agency
are open day and night for the benefit of the New Hampshire
soldier, and when he applies for anything in my power to aflibrd,
he is never turned empty away. Soldiers can always find refresh-
ments and sometimes rude lodgings at the rooms of the Agency.
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I at present employ one male assistant in canvassing hospitals,
one lady assistant in preparing records and giving information to
applicants during my absence from the rooms, and I employ other
assistants transiently, as exigencies arrive. I have the honor to
be, General,
Yerj respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. D. MASON,
Military State Agent of N. H.
Office of State Military Agent,
Philadelphia, March 1, 1865.
Natt Head, Adjutant General State of New Hampshire :
General :—Your letter requesting a report of my operations
in this department, in behalf of your State's sick and wounded
soldiers, is before me, and it is with pleasure that I comply with
your request, being happy to avail myself of every opportunity
to place before the people of your State a subject in which all
should be interested.
It has been my purpose in this matter to make New Hampshire's
exertions supplementary to those of the General Government's
in bearing comfort to your sick and wounded soldiers lying in
hospitals in this city, and I propose to let my work be a practi-
cal witness as to how I have succeeded.
That you may duly appreciate the size of our field of opera-
tions, let me state, that at the time when this report opens, we
had twenty-seven hospitals, at distances varying from three to fif-
teen miles from the centre of the city. Subsequently these were
reduced in number, though more than proportionately enlarged
in their several extents ; so that, though our hospital inmates have
been brought within a rather more convenient range, their num.
bers are greater than before. The present hospitals here now
contain about twenty-five thousand beds, (25,000). Within a
short time after the arrival of any New Hampshire soldier in this
city, through the kindness of Dr. Kenderdine, Medical Director of
Transportation, I am furnished with his name, and the hospital to
which he sent. He is then visited and localized,—that is, his reg-
iment, company, ward, bed and disease are accurately registered
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the particulars of his case inquired into, also the wants that
spring from his peculiar condition. These, when physical, I can
gratify or relieve only to the extent that the Surgeon in charge
deems expedient.
After having once been noted, a constant watch is kept upon
him. He is reported to his State, every subsequent change in hia
condition is followed up, and duplicates of the register sent to
the State are kept at my office for reference and constant correc-
tion. A double advantage accrues bv these simple means ; the
soldier's native State is kept informed of his whereabouts and
condition; and comrades in this city,—since my office is a general
headquarters and convalescent rendezvous,—can Sociably avail
themselves of the same intelligence.
The hospitals are visited in a general way daily, to ascertain
wants, and see that they receive attention through that direct and
personal supervision which it is my special duty to supply. A
regular monthly round is made to note and report changes. In
all these visits postage stamps, tobacco, stationery, &c., are dis-
tributed. Remembering the great extent of our city and the
prominence that has been given it as a hospital depot, you will
readily see that no inconsiderable outlay of energy and time is
required, simply, to discover and keep the location and condition
of the men. Stationery and postage stamps are no small items,
when the demand for them is made by a class of people so intel-
ligent as the generality of our soldiers. You must remember
that frequently the soldier arrives here with several months' pay
due him, utterly destitute, wounded, sent to our hospitals in a con-
dition which, more than all others, demands for its relief occa-
sional private expenditures on the part of the sufferers. This is
of course impossible, and the men would have to do as best they
could, without a single cent, had not His Excellency the Governor
put it in my power to relieve them to an extent which has moder-
ately satisfied their requirements.
These personal visits to the bedside of the soldier by a friend,
deputed directly by his State to inquire into, report, and relieve
his case, goes far to supply that element of cheerfulness which
physicians and moralists equally declare is as necessary for the
restoration, as for the preservation of health. It is procff to the
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man that his home has not forgotten him, but that his native State
will care for him, since it has opened a direct, because a personal,
communication with him.
Large numbers of letters are received from the friends of the
soldiers, inquiring after their condition, or containing solicitations
of a personal nature. These requests are often very urgent, and
bring to light most painful circumstances connected with home re-
lations, such as the barest humanity must heed and yield to.
Many require the son's, husband's, brother's or father's presence
at home, in that extreme emergency when bitter pangs of separa-
tion can be thus assuaged ; and if the interests of the service are
in no wise impaired by a worthy fellow's brief absence in the dis-
charge of so sacred a privilege, it is surely in the interest of hu-
manity to secure it. After having satisfied myself by every direct
and indirect means, that no deception is sought to be practised,
and that the claim has real misery to endorse it, I use every exer-
tion in obtaining the requisite relief.
You know, sir, what sorrow can be lightened in this way ; but
it is impossible to tell one who is not intimately acquainted with
hospitals and their phases, how much good can be done in this
direction by an earnest, though guarded, man.
There are also constantly occurring deserving cases that de-
mand passes, transfers, and especially discharges, and when they
are properly laid before the authorities they usually receive favor-
able attention. In cases of destitution, free railroad passes are
obtained to forward the suifcrer to his home.
Discharged soldiers arrive here from Washington and Balti-
more, who either have had but little falling due to them at the
time of their discharge, or have spent all their pay in. excesses.
Whenever they present themselves it is in cases of entire desti-
tution, and it becomes my duty to send them home. Frequently
it happens tliat some who are fortunate enough to secure furloughs
to visit their homes, have not at the time sufficient means to bear
the necessary traveling expenses, though furnished transportation
on their furlough. These I assist in the same way as the former.
Another mode in which my personal intercourse with your
soldiers enables me to be of service to them, results partly from
the prevailmg carelessness of the men (till necessity forces the
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onsideration upon tlicra,) in respect to their rights as soldiers,
and partly from the shameful advantage that is taken of their ig-
norance by fellows who convert it into trade capital.
I meet all sorts of questions concerning back pay, papers, de-
scriptive lists, &c., (fee, and by furnishing full information with
regard to them, I am able to save much to the soldier that would
otherwise go to the support of the '' sharper.'' To insure this
justice still further, I publish and distribute freely a little " Guide,"
containing not only all the requisite matter on this point, but also
concerning time-tables of railroads, and many other subjects of
interest and importance to the soldiers ; while any special infor-
mation that can be obtained from the authorities at Washington
is readily at my control, and by this means alone I am given the
opportunity of saving or relieving immeasurable anxiety and dif-
ficulty.
Mediation between the individual soldier and the Government
is further required in cases of alleged mal-treatment or neglect
of subordinate officers. That this should occasionally occur,
cannot be a matter of great surprise, when remembrance is made
of the vast and complicated machinery by which only the exten-
sive sanitary requisitions upon the Government can be filled, and
the numerous agents that must carry on the work, very much upon
their own responsibilities, and, therefore, very much to their own
option. It casts no slur upon the excellence of the Medical De-
partment's constitution, or the general efficiency of its operations
if I am sometimes compelled to exert myself in obtaining redress
for what I cannot but feel to be real grievances. On the con-
trary, it gives me no little gratification to testify to the humanity,
courtesy, selfsacrifice and accommodating spirit that have formed
the law, and the prevailing intentions of the Faculty, now enlist-
ed in Government service, at least so far as my not inconsider-
able intercourse with them has given me to observe.
It would be impossible to give the exact number of New Hamp-
shire men visited and relieved since the establishing of thij
agency in 1862. In the first place, to the credit of Philadelphia
be it said, every Union soldier passing through this city, to or
from the seat of war, has received a hearty welcome at our Vol-
unteer Refreshment Saloons, which were established in May, 1861.
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It is estimated that upwards of one million of meals have been
furnished to the soldiers free of expense to the Government.
These institutions are supported entirely by voluntary contribu-
tions, and have done much to prove the title of Philadelphia to
the name of the " City of Brotherly Love."
Of the soldiers relieved directly by my agency, my lists show
the following number of New Hampshire men in hospitals here at
the time of my Quarterly Reports
:
Reported Jan. 1, 1864, 540 names, giving the disposition of
each.
From July 1, 1864, to Oct. 1, 1864, 668 names appear on my
list as having been in hospitals here, and which were disposed of
as follows
:





Remaining October 1, 1864, 35T
Total, 668
From Oct. 1, 1864, to Jan. 1, 1865, 1 find 665 names appear
on my visiting lists, which are accounted for as follows :





Remaining in hospital, January 1, 1865, 433
Total, 665
I have felt it my duty on several occasions to visit the fields
immediaiely after the battles. At Antietam I made two visits,
remaining in all about ten days, and was able I trust to relieve
much suffering.
Directly after the battle of Gettysburg, I received a telegram
from Gov. Gilmore, stating that stores were on the way for the
* A large number of those marked " Deserted " are accounted for, by soldiers
who overstay their time while home on furlough.
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New Hampsnire wounded, and requesting me to use every means
to relieve their sufferings. I visited Gettysburg several times,
returning with the wounded to Baltimore. I was present also a
portion of the time during the removal of the bodies from the
battle-field, and was gratified to see the care and attention that
was given to the removal of the remains of the brave men who
fell in that great struggle to the beautiful spot that has been se-
lected for their last resting place,—the National Cemetery. I
pursued a similar course, also, after the battles of Chancellors-
ville, Fredericksburg, Wilderness; and have several times visited
Belle Plain, White House, Fortress Monroe, Norfolk, &c. On
visiting the late battle-fields, I have found them wholly and satis-
factorily occupied by the larger operations of the Christian and
Sanitary Commissions, and have gone hand in band with these
noble agencies, finding no diSiculty in obtaining from them any-
thing in their power to grant. Remaining but a few days after
obtaining the location of the graves of those who had fallen, to
report to their friends, I have returned to this city to await the
arrival of the wounded.
Though somewhat out of my department, I have felt that it was
the wish of His Excellency to have the New Hampshire soldiers
visited and relieved whenever and wherever found. I have made
regular visits to the paroled prisoners at Annapolis, taking with
me one of my assistants, who has remained to visit each boat load
as they arrived from the South, and furnish them with whatever
articles they might be in need of. Since the breaking out of the
rebellion, I have been constantly brought in contact with sick,
wounded and dying men ; have seen their sufferings in hospitals,
on the battle-field, on the hospital boats, in private houses, and
have seen suffering in every form, as terrible, I thought, as it was
possible for human beings to bear ; but my eyes have never be-
held, nor my imagination pictured, such intense agony and suffer-
ing as these poor fellows have passed through, caused by the bru-
tal treatment received at the hands of those in charge of the
prison-pens of Andersonville and Belle Isle. No words can de-
scribe the condition of these men as they are taken from the boat,
and none but a heart of stone could but sympathize when looking
at those sunken eyes, those maimed, distorted and shrunken bod-
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ies of our brave boys brought home to linger and die. They ful-
ly appreciate the thoughtfulness of the authorities of their native
State in sending those little articles of comfort, to which they
have so long been strangers.
I hope that the sum expended by me for your State (an aver-
age of about seventy-five dollars per month,) may seem not mis-
applied, when it is devoted to guarding the interests and allevi-
ating the sufferings of sick and wounded in this personal way.
It certainly is an element of sanitary treatment that ought not to
be neglected, and I trust that my view of its scopes and bearings
will be found to coincide with that which led to the establishing
of this agency.
In conclusion. General, accept my thanks for the promptness
with which you have always rendered any aid or information re-
quired. To this, and the sympathy and energy of His Excellency
the Governor, are the New Hampshire soldiers largely indebted
for many of their comforts.
I have the honor to remain,
your obedient servant,
ROBERT R. CORSON,
Colonel and State Military Agent.
New York, Sept. 25, 1865.
Adjutant General Head, Concord, N. H.
General :—In a review of the action of this agency for the
past year, it affords me pleasure to present the following state-
ment of its operations in behalf of New Hampshire soldiers.
With the return of each year the labor of the agency has stead,
ily increased, until the demands upon it have taken every imagi-
nable form of relief. This agency, with the others I have had the
honor to represent, has been especially fortunate in its location at
the rooms of, and connection with, the New England Soldiers' Re-
lief Association, where its sick, wounded and enfeebled have been
tenderly cared and provided for under my own immediate super-
vision.
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Recajniulation of the operations of this Agency from Sept. 1, 1864,
to Sept. I, 1865.
Number of New Hampshire soldiers who have been ad-
mitted to U. S. General Hospitals in New York and
vicinity, and who have been visited, registered and
aided, either directly or indirectly by this agency, 1,096
Number of New Hampsliire soldiers who have been un-
der the care of this agency at the New England
Soldiers' Relief Association during the past year,
and who have been there lodged, provided for, and
generally aided, 1,021
Number of returning regiments received and enter-
tained en route for State, 13
Number of men cared and provided for, 4,992
Total number of New Hampshire soldiers who have
been visited, registered and aided in Government
Hospitals, who have been lodged and generally pro-
vided for at the rooms of the New England Sol-
diers' Relief Association, and who have been re-
ceived and cared for in returning regiments by this
agency during the past year, 7,109
Previously cared for by this agency, and provided for
and aided at the New England Rooms, 9,152
Total number under charge of this agency during its exis-
tence, without regard to regiments enroute to the field, 16,261
It is impossible to look at the records of a single loyal State
without being astounded at the amount of material and energy
which has been put forth by our people, and the great and novel
labor such numbers have exacted in their proper arrangement and
systematizing, without regard to the constant watchful guardian-
ship she exercises over the interests of her troops.
New Hampshire may well be proud of the record of her sons,
and of her unswerving fidelity to their interests. May the les-
sons which their heroism and endurance should inculcate be not
lost upon us in our estimation and appreciation of those great
principles and privileges which they fought so successfully to main-
tain and secure.
I have thus given you a condensed exhibit of the workings of
this agency for the past year, and which has furnished the mate-
rial for continuous and earnest labor.
Yery respectfully your obedient servant,
FRANK E. HOWE, Military Agent New Hampshire,
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I much regret my poor success in obtaining full and complete
descriptive matter of the part taken in the many campaigns by
our several regiments. I have done all that could be done in the
limited space of eight months. It should be remembered that all
of our regiments and organizations have for the past year been
engaged in an almost unceasing campaign.
The officers have done nobly in furnishing monthly returns.
It could hardly be expected that while actively engaged, they
could furnish details of operations for the past three years. As
the regiments may be expected to arrive home soon I would call
the attention of officers and men to the lamentable deficiency
which exists at this office, in the history of the part taken by New
Hampshire volunteers during the late war. I would urgently
solicit their assistance in obtaining the necessary material from
which full and complete histories of each organization respectively
may be compiled. Many there must be, who have kept private
diaries, and others that possess copies of official reports of bat-
tles etc. ; of those I would make particular request. All private
records that I may be permitted to make use of, I will carefully
preserve and eventually return them to the original owners
:
and to such as may render the State important service in furnish-
ing historical material, I will endeavor to have furnished with a
copy of the Report of this Department for the year 1866.
ERRORS.
I regret the many and unavoidable errors that exist in
this report. Since the major portion of it was printed the
muster-out rolls of most of our regiments have been received.
On closing the records of members of the several organizations
it has been found that large numbers have been erroneously
accounted for on the monthly returns.
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For instance, many have been reported killed in action, that,
were captured by the rebels and afterwards paroled and exchang-
ed ; again, many have been incorrectly reported as having desert-
ed from hospitals, thereby rendering lamentable injustice to many
deserving soldiers. It is greatly to be regretted that these errors
were not made manifest in season for corrections to be made.
In the report for 1866 all known errors will be corrected and
explained.
To all whom injustice has been done, I would state that I will
cheerfully render them every assistance towards obtaining a
proper correction of their individual record.
NEW HAMPSHIRE VOLUNTEERS.
Justice demands that I should speak a few words to the credit
of the officers and soldiers of New Hampshire regiments whose
voluntary duties to the National Government are about terminat-
ing. My relation to them, officially, has been of but fourteen
months' duration. During that time I may say that I have been
in almost daily communication with every New Hampshire organ-
ization in the field. My requests of them have been multifarious
and incessant ; the work that I have occasioned them has been of
great magnitude ; the character of their services rendered can be
perceived on the many hundred pages of this report.
I shall ever be rich in happiness when I reflect upon the rela-
tions I have borne towards them. For their courteous treat-
ment, they have my heartfelt gratitude. For their patriotic,
heroic, and victorious services to our beloved State and
National Union, they have my love. As they return from their
victorious campaigns, justly proud with the consciousness of hav-
ing contributed their valor, strength and personal comfort, towards
achieving the series of brilliant victories that have marked the
progress of the late gigantic rebellion, with what love, respect
and joy, will they be greeted by the, to be made, happy ones at
home.
A rich and enviable reward awaits them. The State will de-
light to honor those who by their valorous service have achieved
so much towards the maintenance of our Union and won such
imperishable honors to the credit of our people as lovers of loy-
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alty^ liberty and justice. The Eepublic will ever cherish with
high regard the welfare and interest of those, who, responsive to
her summons, gallantly sprang forward with eager readiness to
vindicate her authority and maintain her integrity. The people
will ever regard with respect and gratitude those who boldly
ventured their lives to maintain Freedom of Government, and to
perpetuate the principles of Universal Liberty.
To the sick and wounded in hospital ; to the starved and dying
at Andersonville, Belle Island and Salisbury; to the slain
in battle who strew the ground from Gettysburg to the Gulf, from
the Atlantic to the Mississippi ; to the lamented dead, I would also
bear tribute. As long as the Republic lives and while men have
memories, their names will be cherished, honored and respected.
OBLIGATIONS TO ASSISTANTS.
To my chief clerk, Captain Alonzo P. Bacon, I am under great
and lasting obligations. He entered this office with myself in
March, 1864, and has labored faithfully, arduously and efficiently,
in obtaining, perfecting and systematizing the records of New
Hampshire's soldiery. To Mr. George F. Lord and to Mr. John
M. Haines, I would also acknowledge my thanks for their unre-
mitting and persistent labors.
The State, as well as myself, has been greatly favored by for-
tune in securing the services of three such efficient and trustwor-
thy assistants ; and doubly fortunate in obtaining the services of
those who have participated in active campaigns of the late terri-
ble rebellion.
Sympathizing with our volunteers and knowing what should be
done to preserve their record, they have with the best of motives,
worked with most untiring and energetic perseverance, as is plain-
ly evidenced by the rendition of this voluminous report.
May the success they so richly merit always attend them in the
future.
CONCLUSION.
In concluding this lengthy report, I would improve the oppor-
tunity to publicly express to your Excellency, my heartfelt thanks
for the repeated acts of kindness and encouragement you have
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shown me during the past year. I would further thank you for
the confidence you have reposed in me, and for the assistance you
have rendered me on each and every occasion. With the full
belief that the people of New Hampshire will ever appreciate the
patriotism and wisdom displayed by you in conducting our State
through two years of actual and unprecedented war, and with the
hope that this report will meet with your approval,
I remain, with the highest respect,
Your Excellency's obedient servent,
NATTHEAD,
Adjutant General.
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